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Pepsi  cares  about  kids... 
that's  why  Stan  Smith’s 
on  the  job. 

Stan  Smith  and  the  Pepsi-Cola  Youth  Sports 
Program  are  giving  a lot  of  kids 
something  they  can  keep  for  a lifetime. 
Stan’s  the  director  of  our  program- 
bringing  tennis,  skiing,  bicycling  and  soccer 
to  neighborhoods  all  over  the  country. 

Local  communities  and  the  Pepsi-Cola 
Company  provide  the  facilities  and  equipment— 
the  kids  provide  the  enthusiasm,  energy 
and  interest.  When  young  people  compete 
in  the  Pepsi-Cola  Youth  Sports  Program,  they 
learn  skills  and  sportsmanship  that  they 
can  use  tomorrow— while  they’re 
having  a lot  of  fun  today. 

Join  the 
Pepsi  People 

feelin’freel 


"PEPSI-COLA"  AND  "PEPSI"  ARE  REGISTERED  TRADEMARKS  OF  PepsiCo,  INC. 


and  JR.  OUNTRY 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
57th 

National  Convention 


WE  ASSOCIATE  OURSELVES  TOGETHER 
FOR  THE  FOLLOWING  PURPOSES 

To  uphold  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America ; to 
\ntain  law  and  order;  to  foster  and  perpetuate  a one  hundred  percent  Americanism ; 
to  preserve  the  memories  and  incidents  of  our  associations  in  the  Great  Wars;  to 
inculcate  a sense  of  individual  obligation  to  the  community,  state  and  nation; 
to  combat  the  autocracy  of  both  the  classes  and  the  masses;  to  make  right  the 
master  of  might;  to  promote  peace  and  good  will  on  earth;  to  safeguard 
and  transmit  to  posterity  the  principles  of  justice,  freedom  and 
democracy;  to  consecrate  and  sanctify  our  comradeship 
by  our  devotion  to  mutual 
helpfulness. 


SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
4th  National  Convention 


AMERICAN  LEGION 
AUXILIARY 
55th 

National  Convention 


57th  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Aug.  15-21,  1975  • Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


LA  BOUTIQUE 
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National  Commander’s  Welcome  to  Minneapolis  57th 
Annual  National  Convention 


Welcome  to  the  57th  Annual  National  Convention  of  The 
American  Legion,  and  welcome  to  the  site  of  pertinent 
American  Legion  history  as  Minneapolis  was  the  host  for  the 
First  National  Convention  of  the  young  American  Legion 
November  10-12,  1919. 

It  was  here  that  The  American  Legion  took  many  of  the 
important  first  steps  that  were  to  shape  the  destiny  of  this 
great  veterans  organization.  It  was  here  that  The  American 
Legion  voted  to  authorize  the  establishment  of  an  Auxiliary. 
It  was  here  that  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  was  selected  as  the 
site  of  our  permanent  National  Headquarters.  The  constitu- 
tion of  the  new  American  Legion  was  adopted  here. 

We  still  have  an  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  one  of  the 
finest  women’s  organizations  in  the  world.  We  still  maintain 
our  permanent  National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  The  Preamble  to  the  Constitution  adopted  by  The 
American  Legion  at  that  first  National  Convention  exists  in 
its  original  form  today,  having  been  altered  by  a single  letter 
in  the  ensuing  years.  The  letter  “S”  was  added  to  the  word 
war  to  encompass  veterans  of  World  War  II,  Korea,  and  now 
Vietnam. 

Those  things  speak  well  for  the  stability  of  an  organiza- 
tion formed  for  the  purpose  of  further  service  to  God  and 
country,  and  for  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  our  Founders. 
Though  the  ranks  of  our  Founders  have  been  thinned  by  the 
relentless  march  of  time,  their  handiwork  endures.  The 
organization  they  founded  is  today  more  than  four  times  the 
size  of  The  American  Legion  at  the  time  of  that  First 
National  Convention. 

The  Legion  met  in  National  Convention  in  the  twin  city  of 
St.  Paul  in  1924  and  again  in  Minneapolis  in  1959.  This  57th 
Annual  National  Convention  is  our  fourth  in  this  area. 

During  our  busy  days  here,  let  us  give  serious  thought  to  at 
least  one  matter  other  than  that  of  the  Convention  proper. 
Let  us  think  of  the  great  moments  of  American  Legion 


history  that  have  been  lived  in  these  surroundings,  and 
pledge  ourselves  anew  to  ever  greater  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
principles  and  ideals  enunciated  so  clearly  here  in  November 
of  1919. 

JAMES  M.  WAGONSELLER 
National  Commander 
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WHERE  TO  REGISTER 
OBTAIN  INFORMATION 
BUY  MUSIC  SPECTACULAR  TICKETS 


Three  locations  will  be  maintained  in  the  immediate 
Minneapolis  downtown  area  for  the  convenience  of  visitors. 
You  may  register  for  the  convention  ($5.00  per  adult),  find 
the  answers  to  your  convention  questions,  and  buy  tickets 
for  the  Music  Spectacular  scheduled  for  Parade  Stadium  on 
Sunday  night,  August  16. 

Booths  will  be  located  in  the  lobbies  of  the: 

Leamington  Hotel 
Radisson  Hotel  (Downtown) 

Foyer,  Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall  (adjacent  to 
National  Headquarters  office) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Music  Spectacular  ticket  sales 
points  will  be  operated  at  the  following  locations  on  High- 
way 494,  the  area  known  as  “The  Strip”,  for  those  dele- 
gations housed  in  that  area.  These  sales  points  will  be  set  up 
in  the  lobbies  of  the: 

Radisson  South  Hotel 
Marriott  Motor  Hotel 

Also,  one  Music  Spectacular  ticket  sales  point  will  be  set 
up  in  the  lobby  of  the: 

St.  Paul  Hilton  Hotel 

All  booths  will  operate  from  1:00  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M.  on 
Thursday,  August  14  and  daily  thereafter  from  9:00  A.M.  to 
5:00  P.M.  until  taken  out  of  service. 

Tickets  for  the  Music  Spectacular  are  $3.50  for  the  con- 
cert section  and  $2.50  for  the  general  admission  section. 
Ticket  prices  as  listed  include  state  and  city  tax.  The  show  is 
scheduled  for  Parade  Stadium  commencing  at  7:00  P.M.  on 
Saturday,  August  16. 

Headquarters  for  the  Registration/ Information  and 
Ticket  committees  will  be  the  Convention  Corporation 
Headquarters  office  located  in  the  Leamington  Hotel. 

All  persons  (except  those  under  age  12)  are  reminded  that 
the  official  convention  badge  or  other  approved  credentials 
are  required  to  gain  entry  into  the  General  Convention 
Sessions  scheduled  for  the  Arena  of  the  Minneapolis  Audi- 
torium and  Convention  Hall. 
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We  want  you  to 
drive  what  you  like 
and  like  what  you  drive. 


And  there  could  be  no  more  beautiful 
proof  of  this  than  the  new  small  cars 
we’re  offering  for  1 975. 

There’s  our  new  Chevrolet  Monza 
2+2,  Pontiac  Astre,  Oldsmobile  Starfire 
and  Buick  Skyhawk— without  question 
some  of  the  sportiest  looking  cars 
we’ve  ever  built,  and  all  geared  for 
better  overall  operating  economy. 

Then  there’s  our  Chevrolet  Nova, 
Pontiac  Ventura,  Oldsmobile  Omega 
and  Buick  Apollo.  They’re  restyled  with 
a European  flair,  and  feature  a big 
lineup  of  small  engines. 


All  in  all,  GM  has  more  than  140  sep- 
arate models  you  can  choose  from  this 
year.  Small-size,  mid-size  and  full-size 
cars.  Personal  models.  Station  wagons. 
America’s  only  production  sports  car 
and  convertibles.  Plus  a large  number 
of  vehicles  for  recreational  use,  includ- 
ing the  GMC  Motor  Home. 

So  for  the  widest  selection  of  cars  in  the 
business,  remember  General  Motors 
when  you’re  shopping  around. 

At  GM,  we  want  you  to  drive  what  you 
like  and  like  what  you  drive. 


GENERAL  MOTORS  • MAKER  OF  CHEVROLET,  PONTIAC,  OLDSMOBILE, 
BUICK,  CADILLAC  AND  GMC  TRUCKS  & MOTOR  HOMES 
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We  salute  the  American  Legion’s  unceasing  efforts  to 
train  new  generations  of  patriots  through  its 
continuing  support  of  Boys  State/Boys  Nation, 

Annual  National  Oratorical  Contest,  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
Boy’s  Clubs  of  America,  American  Legion  Baseball,  and 
many  other  outstanding  youth  programs. 


Occidental  life 

of  California 


A Member  of 

Trans  ante  riea  Corporation 


Underwriters  of  the  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★Ik- 


Best  Wishes  to 

The  American  Legion 

from 


We  are  proud  to  be 
Consultants  to 
National  Headquarters 

National  Headquarters- American  Legion  Auxiliary 

and 

the  Departments 
for  The  American  Legion 
Employee  Insurance  Benefit 
Program 

Underwritten  by 

Life  Insurance  Company  of  North  America 
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EVERY  PENNY  COUNTS 


AMERICAN  LEGION 

child  welfare 

FOUNDATION.  INC. 


Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  and  the  general  public  can  remember  a departed  friend,  ac- 
quaintance, or  loved  one  through  the  use  of  the  memorial  fund  of  the  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation. 

By  supporting  the  Foundation,  a person  will  be  helping  posterity  by:  1)  adding  to  man’s  know- 
ledge about  children  and  youth,  and  2)  making  the  widest  possible  distribution  of  the  know- 
ledge man  already  possesses.  The  end  result  is  that  our  children  or  grandchildren  should  have  a 
better  life. 

The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  was  organized  in  1954  and  for  the  past  2 1 years 
has  enabled  interested  persons  to  make  a contribution  to  the  Legion’s  preventative  program  in 
the  Legion’s  effort  to  achieve  its  goal  of  “A  Square  Deal  for  Every  Child.”  Since  it  was  founded, 
its  Board  of  Directors  has  awarded  grants  totalling  nearly  $535,000  to  non-profit  institutions 
and  organizations  throughout  all  corners  of  our  nation. 


American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 

The  enclosed  donation  in  the  amount  of  $ is  a memorial non- 
memorial   contribution  from: 

Name: 

Address: 

(zip) 

MEMORIAL: 

Name  of  Deceased: 

Next  of  Kin:  

Address: (zip) 
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Brewed  in  1876  by  our  originai  process 
from  the  choicest  hops,  rice 
and  best  barley  malt. 


were  maxing  sure  mat  cm 
isrit  just  a memory.  J\rui 
every  taste  of  Beechwood 
Budweiser  sans  so. . . Ana 


Somebody 
i\  cares  about 
quality. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Wishes  to  express  its  thanks  and 
appreciation  to  the  following  companies 
which  have  contributed  so  substantially 
to  the  success  of  the  57th  Annual 
National  Convention 

Royal  Office  Typewriters 

(Division  of  Litton  Industries) 

Royal  Typewriter  Company  — Minneapolis 
Seagram  Distillers  Company 
Schenley  Distillers  Company 
Minneapolis  Fire  Department 
Minneapolis  Police  Department 
General  Motors  Corporation 
Wilson  Sporting  Goods  Company 
Grain  Belt  Breweries,  Inc. 
Minneapolis  Police  Reserves 
Hennepin  County  Civil  Defense 
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Fm! 

MINNESOTA 

RECREATION  INFORMATION 

DOWNTOWN 

165  NORTHSTAR  CENTER 

332-7002 

MINNESOTA/MARK  RECREATION  COUNCIL 
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DIRECTORY  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  HEADQUARTERS 
OFFICE 

East  Hall  Minneapolis  Auditorium  & 

Convention  Hall 
1403  Stevens  Avenue,  South 
338-5353 

CONVENTION  CORPORATION  HEADQUARTERS 

Room  361  — Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
341-2805 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

SESSIONS: 

Arena  — Minneapolis  Auditorium  & 

Convention  Hall 
338-5353 

DISTINGUISHED  GUEST  HEADQUARTERS 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 
338-5353 


NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  STAFF 

Holiday  Inn  — Downtown 
1313  Nicollet  Mall 

332- 0371 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Radisson  Hotel  — Downtown 
45  So.  7th  Street 

333- 2181 

SESSIONS: 

Star  of  the  North  Ballroom 
Radisson  Hotel  — Downtown 

EIGHT  & FORTY  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 

Dyckman  Hotel 
27  South  6th  Street 
332-7244 

SESSIONS: 

Regency  Ballroom 
Dyckman  Hotel 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PHOTOGRAPHER 

Central  Studios 

Room  361  — Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
341-2805 


OFFICIAL  DELEGATION  HOTELS 


ALABAMA 

Howard  Johnson  — Southwest 
7801  Normandale  Boulevard 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 
835-7400 

(Lawson  M.  Lynn,  Adjutant) 

ALASKA 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

or 

Leamington  Motor  Inn 
400  So.  10th  Street 
335-955 1 

(William  C.  Kelm,  Adjutant) 

ARIZONA 

Dyckman  Hotel 
27  So.  6th  Avenue 
332-7244 

(Bryant  B.  Barron,  Adjutant) 

ARKANSAS 

Hyatt  House 
41  No.  10th  Street 
335-9311 

(Arthur  R.  Cross,  Jr.,  Adjutant) 


CALIFORNIA 

Radisson  Hotel  — Downtown 

45  So.  7th  Street 

333-2181 

(James  L.  Smith,  Adjutant) 

CANADA 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(Arthur  J.  Davignon,  Adjutant) 

COLORADO 

Radisson  Hotel  — Downtown 

45  So.  7th  Street 

333-2181 

(E.  Dean  Hunter,  Adjutant) 

CONNECTICUT 

Dyckman  Hotel 
27  So.  6th  Street 
322-7244 

(Hugh  C.  Graham,  Adjutant) 

DELAWARE 

Curtis  Hotel 

327  So.  10th  Street 

340-5300 

(Garland  D.  Bloodsworth,  Adjutant) 
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DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Holiday  Inn  — Downtown 
1313  Nicollet  Mall 
332-0371 

(H.  Victor  Conwell,  Adjutant) 

FLORIDA 

Holiday  Inn  — Downtown 
1313  Nicollet  Mall 

332- 0371 

(Dyke  Shannon,  Adjutant) 

FRANCE 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 

333- 6161 

(Daniel  S.  Campbell,  Adjutant) 

GEORGIA 

Holiday  Inn  #2 

5401  Green  Valley  Drive 

831-8000 

(George  E.  Osborne,  Adjutant) 

HAWAII 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

or 

Leamington  Motor  Inn 
400  So.  10th  Street 

335- 9551 

(Raymond  A.  Bartolome,  Adjutant 

IDAHO 

Sheraton  Ritz  Hotel 
315  Nicollet  Mall 

336- 5711 

(Eugene  V.  Halstrom,  Adjutant) 

ILLINOIS 

St.  Paul  Hilton  Hotel 
1 1 E.  Kellogg  Road 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
222-7711 

(Vincent  A.  Sanzotta,  Adjutant) 

INDIANA 

Sheraton  Ritz  Hotel 
315  Nicollet  Mall 
336-5711 

(William  D.  Jackson,  Adjutant) 

IOWA 

Radisson  Hotel  — South 
7800  Normandale  Boulevard 
835-7800 

(Robert  R.  White,  Adjutant) 

ITALY 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(John  J.  Fornacca,  Adjutant) 


KANSAS 

Curtis  Hotel 

327  So.  10th  Street 

340-5300 

(Kenneth  L.  Young,  Adjutant) 

KENTUCKY 

Rodeway  Inn 
1321  E.  78th  Street 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 
854-3400 

(Ray  A.  Beyer,  Adjutant) 

LOUISIANA 

Holiday  Inn  Downtown 
1313  Nicollet  Mall 
332-0371 

(Wilson  J.  Hebert,  Adjutant) 

MAINE 

Dyckman  Hotel 
27  So.  6th  Street 
332-7244 


MARYLAND 

Sheraton  Motor  Inn 
2525  E.  78th  Street 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 
854-1771 

(Daniel  H.  Burkhardt,  Adjutant) 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Rodeway  Inn 
1321  E.  78th  Street 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 
854-3400 

(John  P.  Swift,  Adjutant) 

MEXICO 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(Harry  Wright,  Adjutant) 

MICHIGAN 

Capitol  Plaza  Holiday  Inn 
161  St.  Anthony 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota 
227-8711 

(F.  Gerrit  Veldman,  Adjutant) 


(Anthony  J.  Rumo,  Adjutant) 


Minneapolis’  800-room  Leamington  Hotel  will  be  the  National  Headquarters 
Hotel jor  the  1975  American  Legion  National  Convention  Aug.  15-21,  1975.  The 
National  Commander  and  other  National  officers  will  be  housed  at  the 
Leamington  for  the  Convention  as  will  most  of  the  Convention's  distinguished 

guests. 
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MINNESOTA 

Ramada  Inn  — 494 
4200  W.  78th  Street 
831-4200 

(Frank  C.  Momsen,  Adjutant) 

MISSISSIPPI 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(David  Blakeney,  Adjutant) 

MISSOURI 

Howard  Johnson  — Minneapolis  — 
Airport  — Stadium 
8301  Cedar  Avenue,  South 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 
854-8400 

(Lloyd  E.  “Ed”  Johnson,  Adjutant) 

MONTANA 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(Hugh  “Tony”  Cumming,  Adjutant) 

NEBRASKA 

Ambassador  Motel  — West 
5225  Wayzata  Boulevard 
545-0441 

(Ray  Oltman,  Adjutant) 

NEVADA 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(Chester  L.  Perkins,  Adjutant) 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE 

Dyckman  Hotel 
27  So.  6th  Street 
332-7244 

(Hubert  S.  O’Neil,  Adjutant) 

NEW  JERSEY 

Hyatt  House 
41  No.  10th  Street 
335-9311 

(Donald  Gillis,  Adjutant) 

NEW  MEXICO 

Fair  Oaks  Motel 

2335  3rd  Avenue,  South 

871-2000 

(John  L.  Martinez,  Adjutant) 

NEW  YORK 

Marquette  Inn 

710  Marquette  Avenue 

332-2351 

Northstar  Inn 

618  2nd  Avenue,  South 

335-9351 

(Maurice  Stember,  Adjutant) 


NORTH  CAROLINA 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(James  L.  Adcox,  Adjutant) 

NORTH  DAKOTA 

Normandy  Motor  Inn 
405  S.  8th  Street 
333-0223 

(Vernon  Useldinger,  Adjutant) 

OHIO 

Marriott  Hotel 
1919  E.  78th  Street 
Bloomington,  Minnesota 
854-7441 

(J.  P.  “Pat”  Hone,  Adjutant) 

OKLAHOMA 

Radisson  Hotel  — South 
7800  Normandale  Boulevard 
835-7800 

(C.  J.  Wright,  Jr.,  Adjutant) 

OREGON 

Guest  House 

704  4th  Avenue,  South 

335-2234 

(Ron  Dreeszen,  Adjutant) 

PANAMA 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(William  S.  Fischer,  Adjutant) 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Curtis  Hotel 

327  So.  10th  Street 

340-5300 

(Edward  T.  Hoak,  Adjutant) 

PHILIPPINES 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(Eugene  L.  Lieb,  Adjutant) 

PUERTO  RICO 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

or 

Leamington  Motor  Inn 
400  So.  10th  Street 
335-9551 

(Armando  E.  Padilla,  Adjutant) 

RHODE  ISLAND 

Dyckman  Hotel 
27  So.  6th  Street 
332-7244 

(Louis  R.  J.  Malo,  Adjutant) 
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SOUTH  CAROLINA  WISCONSIN 

Leamington  Hotel  I hunderbird  Motel 

1014  3rd  Avenue,  South  2201  E.  78th  Street 

333-6161  Bloomington,  Minnesota 

(James  A.  Hamilton,  Sr.,  Adjutant)  854-341  I 

(Robert  G.  Wilke,  Adjutant) 


SOUTH  DAKOTA 

Radisson  Hotel  Downtown 

45  So.  7th  Street 

333-2181 

(Cyril  J.  Paul,  Adjutant) 

TENNESSEE 

Leamington  Motor  Inn 
400  So.  10th  Street 
335-955 1 

(Barney  W.  Greene,  Adjutant) 

TEXAS 

Radisson  Hotel  Downtown 

45  So.  7th  Street 

333-2181 

(W.  H.  McGregor,  Adjutant) 

UTAH 

Concord  Motel 
7 1 So.  1 1 th  Street 
332-1481 

(Dean  C.  Hall,  Adjutant) 


VERMONT 

Dyckman  Hotel 
27  So.  6th  Street 
332-7247 

(Ray  Greenwood,  Adjutant) 


VIRGINIA 

Leamington  Hotel 
1014  3rd  Avenue,  South 
333-6161 

(Philip  D.  Grimm,  Adjutant) 


WASHINGTON 

Northstar  Inn 

618  2nd  Avenue,  South 

335-9351 

(W.  H.  “Bill”  Dunn,  Adjutant) 


WEST  VIRGINIA 

Holiday  Inn  Downtown 
1313  Nicollet  Mall 
332-0371 

(Tommy  E.  Jones,  Adjutant) 


WYOMING 

Curtis  Hotel 

327  So.  1 0th  Street 

340-5300 

(Eugene  Hirsch,  Adjutant) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  57TH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

MEETING  ROOM  ASSIGNMENTS 


STANDING  COMMISSIONS  AND  COMMITTEES 


(All  meetings  at  the  Leamington  Hotel,  unless  otherwise  indicated.) 

Distinguished  Guest  Committee: 

Aug.  15-21,  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.. 
Distinguished  Guest  Headquarters  Suite 
Chairman:  Maurice  E.  Druhl 
Portland,  Oregon 


Americanism  Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m.. 

East  Room,  Curtis  Hotel 
Chairman:  Daniel  J.  O’Connor 
Jackson  Heights,  New  York 

Americanism  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  14,  9:30  a.m.. 

Room  206 

Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall 

Commission  on  Children  & Youth: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Evergreen  Room,  Lower  Level,  Curtis  Hotel 
Chairman:  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr. 

Sterling,  Colorado 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m.. 

National  Judge  Advocate’s  Office 
National  Headquarters  Office 
Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall 
Chairman:  Francis  L.  Giordano 
Brooklyn,  New  York 

Contest  Supervisory  Committee  Headquarters: 

Aug.  11-21 

Convention  Corporation  Offices 

Contest  Committee  Meetings: 

Aug.  13,  9:30  a.m., 

NCSC  Executive  Section 
Iowa  Room,  Lobby  Level 
Aug.  14,  9:30  a.m., 

NCSC  Local  Contest  Committee 
Iowa  Room,  Lobby  Level 
Aug.  18,  9:30  a.m., 

NCSC  Executive  Section 
Jackson  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Chairman:  Deming  Smith 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

Convention  Commission: 

Aug.  15-21,  inclusive,  9:30  a.m., 

Hoover  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Chairman:  Lawrence  E.  Hoffman 
Miami  Beach,  Florida 


Economic  Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Lincoln  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Chairman:  A1  Keller,  Jr. 

Kankakee,  Illinois 

Economic  Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  14,  9:30  a.m., 

Room  207 

Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall 

Emblem  Committee: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m.. 

The  Savoy  Room,  Lobby  Level,  Curtis  Hotel 
Chairman:  Clayton  C.  Schlick 
Osage,  Iowa 

Finance  Commission: 

Aug.  15-21,  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.. 

National  Adjutant’s  Suite 
Chairman:  Churchill  T.  Williams 
Oelwein,  Iowa 

American  Legion  Life  Insurance  and 
Trust  Committee: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Moroccan  Room,  Lobby  Level,  Curtis  Hotel 
Chairman:  Albert  V.  LaBiche 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Foreign  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Washington  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Chairman:  Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster 
Maryville,  Missouri 

Internal  Affairs  Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Minnesota  Room,  Lobby  Level 
Chairman:  John  M.  Carey 
Grand  Blanc,  Michigan 
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Legislative  Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Wisconsin  Room,  Lobby  Level 
Chairman,  Frank  I.  Hamilton 
Greensburg,  Indiana 

Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Michigan  Room,  Lobby  Level 
Chairman:  William  F.  Gormley 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 

National  Security  Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m.. 

Twin  Cities  Room,  Lower  Lobby 
Chairman:  Emmett  G.  Lenihan 
Seattle,  Washington 

Public  Relations  Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Jefferson  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Chairman:  C.  D.  DeLoach 
Washington,  D.C. 


Spirit  of  76  Committee: 

Aug.  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Illinois  Room,  Lobby  Level 
Chairman:  Milton  M.  Carpenter 
St.  Louis,  Missouri 


The  American  Legion  Magazine  Commission 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Wilson  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Chairman:  Benjamin  B.  Truskoski 
Bristol,  Connecticut 


Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission: 

Aug.  15  and  16,  9:30  a.m., 

Roosevelt  and  Taft  Room,  2nd  Floor 
Chairman:  William  F.  Lenker 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 


Resolutions  Assignment  Committee: 

Aug.  14-18,  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.. 
National  Headquarters  Office 
Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall 
Chairman:  Alex  M.  Geiger 
Gaston,  South  Carolina 


Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Screening  Committee: 

Aug.  14-17,  inclusive,  9:30  a.m.. 
Room  208 

Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall 


NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

August  17,  11:00  a.m. 

Iowa  Room,  Lobby  Level 

Chairman:  National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller 
Lancaster,  Ohio 


Best  Wishes  to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Compliments 

of 

A Friend 


21 


NATIONAL  CONTESTS 

Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  August  15,  16  and  17 


Junior  Drum  & Bugle 
Corps  Preliminaries: 

Friday,  Aug.  15,  9:00  a.m..  South  High  School,  Barnard 
Field,  Lake  St.  and  19th 

Junior  Drill  Team: 

Friday,  Aug.  15,9:00  a.m.,  Parade  Diamond  #2,  adjacent  to 
Parade  Stadium,  South  Hennepin  Avenue  and  Highway  12 
(Wayzata  Blvd.) 

Senior  Drill  Team: 

Friday,  Aug.  15,  immediately  following  Junior  Drill  Team, 
Parade  Diamond  #2,  adjacent  to  Parade  Stadium,  South 
Hennepin  Avenue  and  Highway  12  (Wayzata  Blvd.) 

Firing  Squad: 

Friday,  Aug.  15,  immediately  following  Senior  Drill  Team, 
Parade  Diamond  #2,  adjacent  to  Parade  Stadium,  South 
Hennepin  Avenue  and  Highway  12  (Wayzata  Blvd.) 

Junior  Field  Band: 

Saturday,  Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m.,  Edison  High  School,  Monroe 
St.  and  20th  Avenue,  N.E. 

Junior  Color  Guard: 

Saturday,  Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m..  Parade  Diamond  #2,  adjacent 
to  Parade  Stadium,  South  Hennepin  Avenue  and  Highway 
12  (Wayzata  Blvd.) 

Senior  Color  Guard: 

Saturday,  Aug.  16,  immediately  following  Junior  Color 
Guard,  Parade  Diamond  #2,  adjacent  to  Parade  Stadium, 
South  Hennepin  Avenue  and  Highway  12  (Wayzata  Blvd.) 


Minneapolis’  Parade  Stadium,  Wayzata  Blvd.  and  Lyndale 
Ave.  So.  will  be  the  site  of  The  American  Legion’s  1975 
Musical  Spectacular,  the  National  Championships  of  the 
Legion’s  Junior  and  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  contests. 


Senior  Drum  & Bugle 
Corps  Preliminaries: 

Saturday,  Aug.  16,  9:00  a.m..  South  High  School,  Barnard 
Field,  Lake  St.  and  19th 

MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR: 

(Formerly  Parade  of  Champions) 

Saturday,  Aug.  16,  7:00  p.m..  Parade  Stadium,  South 
Hennepin  Avenue  and  Highway  12  (Wayzata  Blvd.) 

Chorus  & Quartet: 

Sunday,  Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m.,  Orchestra  Hall,  1111  Nicollet 
Avenue 

Senior  Band: 

Sunday,  Aug.  1 7,  immediately  following  Chorus  & Quartets, 
Orchestra  Hall,  Nicollet  Avenue 


The  American  Legion 
National  Emblem  Sales 
Locations 

LEGION  HEADQUARTERS  HOTEL 
Leamington  Hotel 

Lobby 

Thursday,  August  14  Through 
Thursday,  August  21 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

AUXILIARY  HEADQUARTERS 
Radisson  Hotel 

Lobby 

Friday,  August  15  Through 
Thursday,  August  21 
Open:  9:00  A.M.  Daily 

MINNEAPOLIS  AUDITORIUM 
CONVENTION  HALL 

Foyer — Third  Avenue  Entrance 
Tuesday,  August  19  Through 
Thursday,  August  21 
Open:  Daily  During  Sessions 

All  locations  will  have  a complete  stock  of  American 
Legion  and  American  Legion  Auxiliary  merchandise 
available.  Among  the  many  items  are  shirts,  ties,  cap 
insignia,  official  jewelry,  gift  items,  etc.  A supply  of 
CAPS  lettered  for  all  states  will  be  available  at  the 
LEAMINGTON  HOTEL  ONLY.  Bicentennial  ’76 
items  available  at  all  locations. 
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Harry  K. 
Stinger 


Edwin  J. 
Schuitema 


Hugh  B. 
Mott 


Edward  John  A. 

Sharkey  Guirovich,  Jr. 


William  C.  Robert  L. 

Sweeney,  Jr.  Parker 


Eric  H. 
Smith 


Tommy  E. 

Jones 

Advisory 


George  E. 
Osborne 

Advisory 


The  1975 

National  Convention 
Commission 


Lawrence  E. 
Hoffman 

Chairman 


Edward  R. 


Delehanty 


Vice  Chairman 


Willard  L.  Maurice 

Colbrook  Stember 


National  Commander's  Consultant 
Representative 


Cleo  T.  Roger  A.  Lawrence  E. 

Martin  Munson  Fisher 

NEC  Liaison  NEC  Liaison  NEC  Liaison 


Peter 

Nedzweckas 

Consultant 
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Sebastianelli 


Robert  H. 
Hazen 


Consultant 


Deming 

Smith 


Aldo  R. 
Benedetto 


Chairman 
NEC  Liaison 


Maurice  E. 
Druhl 


NEC  Liaison 


Contest  Supervisory 
Chairman 


Chairman 

Distinguished  Guests 


Richard  H. 
Klinge 


Frank  C. 
Momsen 

Advisory 


James  V. 
Demarest 

Chairman  Emeritus 


Wallace  C.S. 
Young 
NEC  Liaison 


William  H. 
Miller 


National  Convention 
Director 
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Meetings  of  Convention  Committees 


(All  meetings  at  the  Leamington  Hotel  unless  otherwise  specified.) 

The  following  Convention  Committees  will  be  composed  of  one  delegate  from  each  department.  Initial  meetings  of 
Convention  Committees  will  be  at  the  time  and  place  as  shown  below.  Subsequent  meetings  will  be  at  the  call  of  the  chairman. 

(Meetings  of  Convention  Committees  normally  will  be  closed  to  all  except  committee  members.) 


Americanism 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

East  Room,  Lobby  Level,  Curtis  Hotel. 
(Baseball  and  Recreation  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  17,  10:30  a.m., 

North  End  East  Room,  Lobby  Level, 

Curtis  Hotel. 

(Education  and  Scholarship  Subcommittee) 
Aug.  17,  10:30  a.m., 

South  End  East  Room,  Lobby  Level, 

Curtis  Hotel. 

(Immigration  and  Naturalization 
Subcommittee) 

Aug.  17,  10:30  a.m., 

Meeting  Room  A,  Lower  Level, 

Curtis  Hotel. 

(Counter-Subversive  Activities  Subcommittee) 
Aug.  17,  10:30  a.m.. 

Meeting  Room  B,  Lower  Level, 

Curtis  Hotel. 

(Boys  State-Boys  Nation,  Youth  Activities 
and  Community  Services  Subcommittee) 

Aug.  17,  10:30  a.m.. 

Meeting  Room  C,  Lower  Level, 

Curtis  Hotel. 

Children  & Youth 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m.. 

Evergreen  Room,  Curtis  Hotel. 

Constitutional:  Amendments 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

Solarium  Room,  Lobby  Level,  Curtis  Hotel. 

Credentials  and  Internal  Affairs 

(Credentials  and  other  Internal  Matters) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m., 

Minnesota  Room,  Lobby  Level. 

Aug.  18,  8:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m. 

(Membership) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m., 

Michigan  Room,  Lobby  Level. 

Aug.  18,  8:00  a.m.  to  10:00  a.m. 

Economic 

(Employment  and  Veterans  Preference) 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

Lincoln  Room,  2nd  Floor. 

(Other  Economic  Matters) 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m.. 

Hoover  Room,  2nd  Floor 

Finance 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

Jefferson  Room,  2nd  Floor. 


Foreign  Relations 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

Washington  Room,  2nd  Floor. 

Legislation  and  Rules 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

Wilson  Room,  2nd  Floor. 

National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 

(Aerospace,  Defense  Civil  Preparedness, 
Merchant  Marine,  Law  and  Order,  Military 
Affairs,  Naval  Affairs) 

Aug.  17,  10:00  a.m., 

Twin  Cities  Room,  Lower  Lobby. 
(Aerospace) 

Aug.  17,  11:00  a.m.  and  Aug.  18,  10:00  a.m. 
Chicago  Room,  Lower  Lobby. 

(Defense  Civil  Preparedness) 

Aug.  17,  1 1:00  a.m.  and  Aug.  18,  10:00  a.m. 
Philadelphia  Room,  Lower  Lobby. 
(Merchant  Marine) 

Aug.  17,  1 1:00  a.m.  and  Aug.  18,  10:00  a.m. 
New  York  Room,  Lower  Lobby. 

(Military  Affairs) 

Aug.  17,  11:00  a.m.  and  Aug.  18,  10:00  a.m. 
Twin  Cities  Room,  Lower  Lobby. 

(Law  and  Order) 

Aug.  17  and  18,  9:00  a.m. 

Milwaukee  Room 
(Naval  Affairs) 

Aug.  17,  11:00  a.m.  and  Aug.  18,  10:00  a.m. 
Cleveland  & Detroit  Rooms,  Lower  Lobby. 

National  Security  Committees  Joint  Meeting 

Aug.  19,  9:00  a.m., 

Twin  Cities  Room,  Lower  Lobby. 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 

(Claims  and  Rating) 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

Roosevelt  Room,  2nd  Floor. 

(Hospitals  and  Medical  Services) 

Aug.  17  and  18,  10:00  a.m., 

Taft  Room,  2nd  Floor. 

4th  Annual  Sons  of 

The  American  Legion  Convention 

Aug.  15,  9:00  a.m.. 

Avenues  5,  Lower  Level 
Holiday  Inn  — Downtown. 

Aug.  16  and  17,  9:00  a.m., 

The  Arcade  Ballroom,  Lower  Level 
Holiday  Inn  — Downtown. 
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REUNIONS  AND  DINNERS 


NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  DINNER 
FOR  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall 
Tuesday,  August  19 — 7:30  P.M. 


NATIONAL  AMERICAN  LEGION  PRESS 
ASSOCIATION  (NALPA) 

Minneapolis-Richfield  Post  No.  435 
6501  S.  Portland  Avenue 

Business  Meeting 
Post  Home 

Monday,  August  18,  2:00  P.M. 

Reception 

Post  Home 

Monday,  August  18,  6:00  P.M. 

Awards  Banquet 
Post  Home 

Monday,  August  18,  7:00  P.M. 


HISTORIANS’  LUNCHEON 

Leamington  Hotel 

Chicago  & Philadelphia  Rooms 

Saturday,  August  16 — 12:00  Noon 


FODPAL  BREAKFAST  MEETING 

Leamington  Hotel 
Dakota  Room 

Monday,  August  18 — 8:00  A.M. 


1954  AMERICAN  LEGION  COLLEGE 
CLASS  BREAKFAST 

Leamington  Hotel 
Adams  Room 

Monday,  August  18 — 7:00  A.M. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
STATES  DINNER 

Minneapolis  Auditorium  and 
Convention  Hall 

Wednesday,  August  20 — 8:00  P.M. 


PAST  COMMANDERS’  LUNCHEON 

Leamington  Hotel 
Michigan  Room 

Monday,  August  18 — 12:00  Noon 


EIGHT  AND  FORTY 

Dyckman  Hotel 
Regency  Ballroom 
LaMarche  Nationale  Banquet 
Saturday,  August  23 — 7:30  P.M. 


TWENTY  AND  FOUR 

Holiday  Inn-Downtown 
Avenue  Rooms  4 and  5 
Meetings 

Thursday  and  Friday — August  14  and  15 

Annual  Bivouac  Banquet 
Satellite  Rooms  6,  7 and  8 
Friday,  August  15 — 7:30  P.M. 


FOUNDERS 

Leamington  Hotel 
Adams  Room 
Meeting 

Saturday,  August  16 — 2:00  P.M. 

Reception — 6:00  P.M. 

Dinner — 7:00  P.M. 

Jefferson  Room 
Saturday,  August  16 


ANAVICUS 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

Leamington  Hotel 

Iowa  and  Wisconsin  Rooms 

Breakfast — 8:00  A.M. 

Dakota  Room 
Meeting — 10:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  August  17 


25 


WORLD’S  LARGEST 
CORN  FEED 
N BEER  BUST? 


all  the 


GREEN 

GIANT 


CORN-ON-THE-COB 

and 


LAND  ft  LAKES  BUTTER 


you  can  eat 


all  the 


you  can  drink 


WEDNESDAY  Aug.  20 
4:30  - 11:30  p.m. 

Continuous  music! 

for  dancing  or  listening 

$100  Donation  to  Registered 
LEGIONNAIRES  & GUESTS 


Minneapolis  Armory 


DRUM  & BUGLE  CORPS  FINALS  AND 
MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR 

(Formerly  Parade  of  Champions) 

7:00  p.m.,  Saturday,  August  16,  1975 

Parade  Stadium 

See  the  very  best  American  Legion  Junior  and  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  compete  for  the 
Legion’s  1975  National  Championships. 

As  part  of  the  evening’s  program,  two  new  Ford  automobiles  will  be  presented  to  members  of 
the  American  Legion  or  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  by  the  Seagrams  Posts  of  The  American 
Legion. 

National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  will  make  the  presentation  of  awards  to  the 
Legion’s  1975  National  Championship  Uniformed  Groups. 


GRAND  FINALE 

Admission 

Concert  Section  (Reserved)  — $3.50 
General  Admission  — $2.50 


CONTEST  MEETINGS 

Representatives  of  competing  units  will  meet  for  briefings  and  drawing  for  position  at  1:30 
p.m.,  August  14,  in  the  Iowa  Room  of  the  Leamington  Hotel.  This  will  be  a mass  meeting  of  repre- 
sentatives of  all  categories  of  Uniformed  Groups,  replacing  the  separate  sessions  held  in  previous 
years. 


Official  Protest  Hearings 

Monday,  August  18,  9:30  a.m., 

Jackson  Room, 

The  Leamington  Hotel 

Briefing  of  Judges 

Thursday,  August  14,  3:00  p.m. 

Iowa  Room, 

The  Leamington  Hotel 

57th  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  August  15-21,  1975 
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PATRIOTIC  RELIGIOUS  SERVICE 


9:00  A.M. 

Sunday,  August  17,  1975 

ORCHESTRA  HALL 

1 1 1 1 Nicollet  Avenue 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


PROCESSIONAL 

Gold  Star  Mothers  & Wives 
National  Officers 

THE  CALL  TO  WORSHIP 

Reverend  Paul  W.  Duneman,  Minnesota 
Department  Chaplain 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  THE  COLORS 

MUSICAL  SELECTIONS 

Sidney  Singing  Soldiers 
Post  No.  217 
Sidney,  Ohio 

THE  INVOCATION 

Reverend  Bernard  W.  Gerdon,  Indiana 
Past  National  Chaplain 

THE  SACRED  SCRIPTURES 

Exodus  16:1-9 

Joseph  Feldman,  Washington 
National  Executive  Committeeman 
“The  Voyage” 

Mrs.  C.  Clark  Bonner,  Utah 
National  Chaplain 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Ecclesiastes  3:1-11 

Reverend  Paul  J.  Schwaab,  Nebraska 
Past  National  Chaplain 

THE  PRAYER 

Reverend  Claude  Smithmier,  Georgia 
Department  Chaplain 


THE  MESSAGE:  “Bought  With  A Price” 

Reverend  Harvey  T.  Goodling,  Oregon 
National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 


PLACING  OF  MEMORIAL  WREATHS 

James  M.  Wagonseller,  National  Commander 
William  F.  Hauck,  National  Adjutant 
Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 
Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary 
Mrs.  Lawrence  Hunt,  Le  Chapeau  Nationale 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow,  La  Secretaire  Nationale 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

Gregory  Reis,  National  Commander 
Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

William  Stephens,  National  Chaplain 

SOLO 

Don  Eva,  Oregon 


TAPS 

Philip  Dingman,  Minnesota 
Past  Commander,  Post  330 


THE  BENEDICTION 

Reverend  Harvey  T.  Gooding,  Oregon 
National  Chaplain 
The  American  Legion 

THE  RECESSIONAL 
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In  Memoriam 


The  American  Legion  mourns  the  untimely  deaths  of  three  members  of  the  Board  of 
Directors,  1975  American  Legion  Convention  Corporation. 


Judge  Levi  Hall  Glenn  Dornfeld  William  Lauck 


A Special 

“TWINS  SALUTE” 

to 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Monday,  August  18,  1975 
Met  Stadium,  Bloomington,  Minnesota 

American  Legion  Night  at 
Metropolitan  Stadium 

Baltimore  Orioles  vs  Minnesota  Twins 

7:55  p.m. 

American  Legion  Color  Guard 
and  National  Anthem 

8:00  p.m. 

National  Commander  Wagonseller 
Throws  Out  First  Ball 


Congratulations 
on  57  years 
of  service. 


DYion-s 
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American  Legion 

1975  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Minnesota 
Officers  and  Executive  Committee 


Donald  R.  Schroedl 

President 


Harry  C.  Springer 

1st  Vice  President 


Kenneth  B.  Erickson 

2nd  Vice  President 


Philip  E.  Ploumen 

3rd  Vice  President 
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American  Legion 

1975  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Minnesota 
Officers  and  Executive  Committee 


William  M.  Dolan,  Jr. 

Treasurer 


John  G.  Kressel 

General  Counsel 


Ethel  Olson 

Secretary 


Edward  C.  Salk 

General  Chairman 


Elmer  Hillner 

Convention  Coordinator 
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American  Legion 

1975  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Minnesota 

Board  of  Directors 


Norman  J.  Arveson 


Michael  Caligiuri 


Milo  T.  Cecka 


Judge  Daniel  F.  Foley 


Totton  Heffelfinger 


John  R.  Matson 


Frank  C.  Momsen 


Philip  Sieff 


Harry  W.  Wilson 


Milo  Blanich 
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OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


FIFTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL 
NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
OF 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


The  fifty-sixth  Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  is  pictured  above  in  opening  day  session  in  the 
Fountainebleau  Hotel  in  Miami  Beach,  Florida.  Attentive  delegates  listen  to  speaker  in  the  first  hours  of  formal  con- 
vention proceedings  during  the  Aug.  16-22,  1974,  Convention. 
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Even  in  the  land  of  laughing  waters,  it’s  no  fun  getting  lost. 

That’s  why  the  Seagram  Posts  have  made  Also,  here’s  the  plan  for  this  year’s  parade, 
this  map.  So  that  if  you’re  beside  the  Falls  of  Marchers  will  assemble  on  Marquette  Avenue 
Minnehaha  (that’s  Indian  for  “laughing  waters”),  at  13th  Street  The  parade  begins  at  2:00  PM. 
you  can  find  your  way  to  Parade  Stadium.  Sunday,  August  17  and  proceeds  northeast 

That’s  where,  right  after  up  Marquette  Avenue,  past 

the  Musical  Spectacular  on  ^ the  reviewing  stand  on  5th 

owners  of  the  new  Ford  " Have  a good  conven- 

Gran  Torinos  donated  by  J ,_.A.  * i tion,  and  remember  to  Say 

the  Seagram  Posts.  Seagrams  and  Be  Sure. 


AMERICAN  WHISKEY — A BLEND.  80/86  PROOF.  SEAGRAM'S  V.O.,  CANADIAN  WHISKY.  A BLEND.  6 YEARS  OLD.  86.8  PROOF.  SEAGRAM'S  EXTRA  DRY  GIN.  86  PROOF.  DISTILLED  DRY  GIN. 
II CAN  GRAIN.  SEAGRAM'S  CROWN  ROYAL,  BLENDED  CANADIAN  WHISKY.  80  PROOF.  SEAGRAM'S  100  PIPERS,  BLENDED  SCOTCH  WHISKY.  86  PROOF.  WOLFSCHMIDT  VODKA.  DISTILLED  FROM 
BENCHMARK  KENTUCKY  STRAIGHT  BOURBON  WHISKEY.  86  PROOF.  JAMES  FOXE,  CANADIAN  WHISKY.  A BLEND.  80  PROOF.  SEAGRAM  DISTILLERS  COMPANY,  N.Y.C. 


AVE. 


tTLANi 


STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

The  following  are  the  Standing  Rules  of  the  National  Convention  as  contained  in  the  “UNIFORM 
CODE  OF  PROCEDURE  FOR  THE  ORGANIZATION  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTIONS  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION,”  authorized  under  Article  V,  Section  6,  of  the  National  Constitution  of 
The  American  Legion. 

STANDING  RULES  OF  THE  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


1.  Robert’s  Revised  Rules  of  Order  shall  be  the  author- 
ity on  parliamentary  procedure,  with  the  following 
modifications: 

2.  A delegate  desiring  to  make  a motion  or  address  the 
Convention,  shall  rise,  address  the  Chair  as  “Mr. 
Commander”  and  state  his  name  and  the  name  of 
the  Department  before  proceeding. 

3.  Debate  shall  be  limited  to  five  minutes  for  each 
speaker. 

4.  Debate  on  any  one  subject  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention shall  be  limited  to  two  hours  except  under 
such  special  rule  as  the  Convention  shall  adopt  prior 
to  debate. 

5.  But  two  delegates  from  any  one  delegation  shall  be 
permitted  the  floor  on  any  one  question.  Where  dis- 
agreement exists  within  a delegation  one  delegate 
shall  be  permitted  to  speak  on  each  side  of  the  ques- 
tion. Upon  a division  of  the  question,  however,  this 
rule  shall  be  applied  separately  for  each  division. 

6.  The  floor  shall  be  permitted  but  once  to  any  individual 
delegate  on  any  one  question,  except  by  a two-thirds 
vote  of  the  Convention.  Chairmen  of  Convention 
Committees  may  speak  as  frequently  as  may  be  neces- 
sary in  connection  with  the  reports  of  their  commit- 
tees. The  Presiding  Officer  shall  not  entertain  any 
motion  which  will  curtail  further  debate  without  af- 
fording the  Committee  Chairman  an  opportunity  for 
rebuttal. 

7.  Decisions  on  Rules  of  Debate  or  parliamentary  order 
by  the  Presiding  Officer  may  be  subject  to  appeal  by 
any  two  delegates  under  a Point  of  Order.  Such 
appeal  shall  take  precedence  over  any  pending  ques- 
tions and  shall  be  decided  forthwith.  An  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  shall  be  put  to  the  Conven- 
tion on  the  question:  “Shall  the  Chair  be  sustained?” 

8.  When  the  poll  of  any  Department  Delegation  is 
demanded  by  a delegate  of  such  department,  the 
Convention  Secretary  shall  poll  the  vote  without 
discussion  of  the  question  being  voted  upon. 


9.  On  the  Roll  Calls,  the  delegation  Chairman  shall  poll 
his  delegation  on  the  floor  and  announce  its  vote. 

10.  In  the  event  a delegation  secretary  is  not  an  accred- 
ited delegate  or  alternate,  he  shall  be  seated  with 
his  delegation. 

1 1.  Past  National  Commanders’  votes  shall  be  cast  with 
their  delegations. 

12.  Only  accredited  delegates  or  their  alternates,  shall 
participate,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  a viva  voce  vote 
on  any  subject  before  the  convention. 

13.  Department  delegations  may  arrive  at  a vote  in  such 
manner  as  they  choose,  but  shall  announce  it  in  terms 
of  full  units  and  not  in  terms  of  a fractional  part  of 
a vote.  The  vote  of  any  delegate  absent  and  not  rep- 
resented by  an  alternate  shall  be  cast  by  the  majority 
of  the  delegates  present  from  his  Department. 

14.  There  shall  be  no  unit  rule  of  voting. 

15.  Voting  shall  be  by  acclamation,  except  when  a Roll 
Call  is  demanded  by  the  Chairman  of  at  least  three 
Departments.  Election  of  National  Officers  shall  be 
by  roll  call. 

16.  In  the  event  a Department  has  not  provided  the 
method  by  which  alternates  shall  be  designated  to 
serve  in  the  place  of  absent  delegates,  the  Chairman 
of  the  delegation  shall  make  such  designation. 

17.  Prior  to  the  election  of  National  Officers,  the  National 
Commander  shall  appoint,  subject  to  approval  of  the 
Convention,  a Judge  of  Election  and  such  number 
of  tellers  as  he  deems  necessary,  provided  that  the 
total  tellers  so  appointed  shall  be  an  odd  number. 
In  a contested  election  each  candidate  going  to  the 
ballot  shall  be  entitled  to  one  teller  of  his  choice. 

18.  Nominations  for  National  Officers  shall  be  from  the 
floor  on  Roll  Call  of  the  Departments  alphabetically 
arranged.  Each  Department  may  present  as  many 
candidates  as  it  chooses. 
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19.  Nominating  speeches  for  National  Officers  shall  be 
limited  to  five  minutes  each.  Not  more  than  two  sec- 
onding speeches  shall  be  made  for  any  candidate, 
and  said  speeches  shall  be  limited  to  three  minutes. 

20.  When  more  than  two  candidates  are  nominated  for 
any  office,  balloting  shall  continue  until  one  candidate 
receives  a majority  of  the  votes  of  the  Convention, 
except  in  the  election  of  National  Vice-Commanders. 

21.  In  a contested  election  for  National  Vice  Command- 
ers, balloting  shall  continue  until  (a)  majorities  and 
(b)  pluralities  are  established  for  one  or  more  can- 
didates under  the  following  provisions: 

If,  on  any  ballot  taken,  less  than  five  candidates 
receive  the  necessary  majority  to  elect,  the  candi- 
date or  candidates  receiving  a majority  vote  shall 
be  declared  elected  and  a new  ballot  shall  be 
taken  for  the  remaining  number  of  places  to  be 
filled.  The  candidate  receiving  the  lowest  number 
of  votes  on  the  preceding  ballot  shall  be  disquali- 
fied; except  should  two  candidates  remain  to  fill  one 
place,  a new  ballot  shall  be  taken. 

22.  The  Convention  will  nominate  and  elect  a National 
Commander,  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  and 
a National  Chaplain,  in  this  sequence. 

23.  At  the  conclusion  of  balloting  on  National  Vice 
Commanders,  each  Department  Delegation  Chairman 
shall  deliver  a written  ballot  to  the  tellers.  Such 
ballots  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  the  tellers  before 
communication  is  made  to  the  National  Commander 
for  announcement  of  the  results. 

24.  Those  recognized  by  the  National  Commander  shall 
be  entitled  to  a respectful  hearing,  and  the  Chair  shall 
have  the  authority  to  clear  the  gallery  or  the  floor 
or  have  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  escort  from  the 

“LADY  LAWYER” 

by 

Dorothy  Frooks 

Recipient  of  50  year  American  Legion  member- 
ship mentioned  in  the  book. 

Past  National  Judge  Advocate,  Veterans  of 
WWI.  Judge  Advocate,  Navy  Post,  American 
Legion. 

Read  her  cases  of  50  years  law  practice  including 
a murder  case,  defense  of  a dog  and  many  interest- 
ing legislative  accomplishments  such  as  Autos  for 
Disabled  Veterans,  and  establishment  of  the  Small 
Claims  Court. 

“Lady  Lawyer,”  $8.95  obtained  at  MURRAY 
HILL  NEWS,  237  Madison  Avenue,  NYC  10016 

Also:  “ARE  YOU  A HAPPY  AMERI- 

CAN?”— Book  of  ideas,  $5.95.  ($12.50  for  both 
books) 


Convention  any  one  creating  a disturbance  or 
interfering  with  orderly  procedure. 

25.  None  of  the  above  rules  shall  be  construed  as  pre- 
venting an  alternate  delegate  from  serving  on  a Con- 
vention committee. 

26.  The  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  voting  strength  of 
of  the  Convention  is  necessary  for  suspension  of  the 
standing  rules  of  the  Convention. 

27.  Any  amendment  to  any  resolution  or  report  originat- 
ing on  the  floor  shall  be  presented  in  writing  and 
transmitted  to  the  Presiding  Officer  at  the  time  of  the 
introduction  of  such  amendment. 

28.  Special  rules  applying  to  specific  issues  or  order  of 
business,  shall  be  written  and  presented  to  the  Con- 
vention by  the  Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  for 
adoption  bv  majority  vote  at  least  one  hour  before 
such  issue,  or  order,  is  to  be  considered  unless  such 
rule  is  agreed  to  by  unanimous  consent  of  the  final 
session. 

Special  rules  shall  prevail  only  in  the  Convention 
adopting  them. 

Any  delegate  may  apply  for  a special  rule  to  the 
Legislation  and  Rules  Committee  or  may  appeal  to 
the  Convention  for  such  special  rule  provided  the 
rule  be  presented  in  writing,  be  read  once  from  the 
platform,  and  shall  lay  upon  the  table  at  least  one 
hour  before  the  vote  thereon  is  taken. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

to 

THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION 

For  Your  Service 
to 

God  and  Country 

THE  BRONZE  CRAFT  CORP. 
Nashua,  New  Hampshire 
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AGENDA 

57TH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  OF 
THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
MINNEAPOLIS,  MINNESOTA 


TUESDAY,  AUGUST  19,  1975 

8:30  a.m. 

CONCERT 

1974  National  Champion  Band 
Joliet  Legion  Band,  Post  1284 
Joliet,  Illinois 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio),  National  Commander 

ADVANCEMENT  OF  COLORS 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
1974  National  Champion  Chorus 
The  Singing  Legionnaires,  Post  15 
Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota 

INVOCATION  AND  LIGHTING  OF  CANDLE 
Rev.  Harvey  T.  Goodling  (Oregon),  National  Chaplain 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  AMERICAN 
LEGION  CONSTITUTION 

James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio),  National  Commander 

CALL  FOR  CONVENTION 

William  F.  Hauck  (Indiana),  National  Adjutant 

9:15  a.m. 

WELCOME 

The  Honorable  Wendell  R.  Anderson, 

Governor  oj  Minnesota 

The  Honorable  Albert  J.  Hofstede, 

Mayor  oj  Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

The  Honorable  Lawrence  D.  Cohen, 

Mayor  oj  St.  Paul,  Minnesota 


NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and  time  of 
Convention  Committee  Reports  are  subject  to  change  by  the 
Chair. 


Norman  J.  Arveson,  Past  Department  Commander, 
The  American  Legion  of  Minnesota 

Donald  R.  Schroedl,  President,  American  Legion 
1975  Convention  Corporation 

RESPONSE  TO  ADDRESSES  OF  WELCOME 
Judge  Daniel  F.  Foley  (Minnesota), 

Past  National  Commander 

9:30  a.m. 

GREETINGS 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby  (Texas),  National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Richard  L.  Roudebush,  Administrator 
Veterans  Administration 

10:00  a.m. 

NATIONAL  COMMANDER’S  REPORT 
James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio),  National  Commander 

10:15  a.m. 

REMARKS 

American  Cancer  Society,  Inc. 

Mrs.  Birch  Bayh 

W.  Armin  Willig,  Chairman,  Board  of  Directors 

10:30  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

The  Honorable  Gerald  R.  Ford, 

President  oj  the  United  States 

11:00  a.m. 

Gordon  Thomson,  Dominion  President, 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans  in  Canada 

David  L.  Shillinglaw,  President, 

The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 

11:15  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  Medallion  to  the  City  of 
Miami  Beach,  Florida,  Host  City  for  the  1974 
National  Convention 
By:  Robert  E.  L.  Eaton  (Maryland), 

Past  National  Commander 

To:  Lawrence  E.  Hoffman,  President,  The  American 
Legion  1974  Convention  Corporation  of  Florida 

11:30  a.m. 

SPECIAL  PRESENTATION 
Post  6,  San  Diego,  California 

11:45  a.m. 
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Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 


12:00  Noon 


GREETINGS 

Dr.  J.  C.  Hunt,  President,  National  Kidney 
Foundation 

The  Honorable  T.  Y.  Chao,  Chairman,  Vocational 
Assistance  Commission  for  Retired  Servicemen, 
Republic  of  China 

Vice  Adm.  Lee,  Maeng  Kee,  Ret.,  President, 

The  Korean  Veterans  Association,  Republic  of  Korea 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 
RECESS 

WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST  20,  1975 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio),  National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Harvey  T.  Goodling  (Oregon), 

National  Chaplain 

9:15  a.m. 

Report  of  CREDENTIALS  AND  INTERNAL 
AFFAIRS 

Membership 

INTRODUCTION  — Sons  of  The  American  Legion 
Newly  elected  National  Commander 

9:45  a.m. 

Report  of  LEGISLATION  AND  RULES 
(Matters  of  Legislative) 

10:00  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  of  Representatives  of 
The  American  Legion  Youth  Programs 

American  Legion  Scout  of  the  Year  — Bruce  A.  Geske, 
Shakopee,  Minnesota 

“Boy  of  the  Year,”  Boys’  Clubs  of  America  — Kenneth 
Ivory,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 


1975  National  Oratorical  Contest  Winner  — Michael 
B.  Begley,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

American  Legion  Baseball  1974  “Player  of  the  Year” 
Edwin  Lopez,  Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 

10:15  a.m. 

Report  of  AMERICANISM 

10:45  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

William  Randolph  Hearst  Americanism  Trophy 
By:  Daniel  J.  O’Connor  (New  York),  Chairman, 
National  Americanism  Commission 
To:  Winning  Department 

10:55  a.m. 

CERTIFICATE  OF  APPRECIATION 
By:  James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

National  Commander 

To:  Rev.  Harvey  T.  Goodling  (Oregon), 

National  Chaplain 

11:00  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

Clinton  Morrison,  Chairman  of  the  Board 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce 

11:20  a.m. 

Report  of  VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND 
REHABILITATION 
Claims  and  Rating 
Hospitals  and  Medical  Services 

12:00  Noon 

PRESENTATION 

Employer  of  the  Year  Award 

for  Hiring  Veterans 

By:  James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

National  Commander 

To:  ITT  Continental  Baking  Company,  William  L. 
Shreck,  General  Manager 

By:  James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

National  Commander 

To:  Fleischmann  Distilling  Corporation, 

John  E.  Callery,  General  Manager 


President  1975  Boys  Nation  — Joe  D.  Davis, 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma 
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NOTE:  Times  of  subsequent  sessions  and  time  of 
Convention  Committee  Reports  are  subject  to  change  by  the 
Chair.  


12:15  p.m. 

Report  of  ECONOMIC 
Employment  and  Veterans  Preference 
Other  Economic  Matters 

12:45  p.m. 

ADDRESS 

I.  W.  Abel,  President 

United  Steelworkers  of  America 

1:15  p.m. 

Report  of  CHILDREN  & YOUTH 

1:30  p.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service  Award 
By:  James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

National  Commander 

To:  Harry  W.  Colmery  (Kansas), 

Past  National  Commander 
Architect,  Original  G.  I.  Bill  of  Rights 

1:45  p.m. 

Report  of  FINANCE 

2:00  p.m. 

Report  of  FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

2:30  p.m. 

Report  of  CONSTITUTIONAL  AMENDMENTS 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

RECESS 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  21,  1975 

9:00  a.m. 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

National  Commander 

SALUTE  TO  COLORS 

INVOCATION 

Rev.  Harvey  T.  Goodling  (Oregon), 

National  Chaplain 

9:15  a.m. 

Report  of  NATIONAL  SECURITY 
Military 
Naval  Affairs 
Aerospace 

Defense  Civil  Preparedness 
Merchant  Marine 


10:00  a.m. 

ADDRESS 

General  Frederick  C.  Weyand,  USA 
ChieJ  oj  StaJJ 
Department  of  the  Army 

10:30  a.m. 

PRESENTATION 

The  American  Legion  Fourth  Estate  Award 
By:  James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

National  Commander 
To:  Jim  Bishop 

11:00  a.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  PLAQUE  AND  COLORS  TO 

OUTGOING  NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

By:  Chester  F.  Stellar,  Past  Department  Commander, 

The  American  Legion  of  Ohio 

Response  by:  James  M.  Wagonseller  (Ohio), 

National  Commander 

12:00  Noon 

SPECIAL  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
National  Commander 

ACCEPTANCE  SPEECH  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 
Five  (5)  National  Vice  Commanders 
National  Chaplain 

1:00  p.m. 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  INCOMING 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

RESPONSE  BY  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  COMMANDER 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED 
NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  OF  AMERICAN  LEGION 
AUXILIARY 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 
BENEDICTION 

RETIREMENT  OF  COLORS 
FINAL  ADJOURNMENT 

NOTE:  The  National  Executive  Committee  will  meet  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  close  of  the  Convention,  upon 
call  of  the  National  Commander. 
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Distinguished  Guests 


I.  W.  Abel,  President 

United  Steelworkers  of  America 

A.  Leo  Anderson 

Washington,  D.C. 

Rear  Admiral  S.  J.  Anderson,  Commander 

Submarine  Group  6 

Honorable  Wendell  R.  Anderson 

Governor,  State  of  Minnesota 

Ludwig  J.  Andolsek,  Commissioner 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 

Norman  J.  Arveson,  Past  Department 
Commander 

The  American  Legion  of  Minnesota 

John  Barber 

Selective  Service  System 

Samuel  Barney 

Lancaster,  Ohio 

Charles  Baron 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada 

Mrs.  Birch  Bayh 

Washington,  D.C. 

C.  Randolph  Beard,  Jr.,  President 

Annin  & Company 

Joseph  R.  Beever,  Deputy  Director 

Office  of  Veterans  Reemployment  Rights 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 

Michael  B.  Begley,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

1975  National  Oratorical  Contest  Winner 

Honorable  Lloyd  Bentsen 

United  States  Senate 

Jim  Bishop 

Hallandale,  Florida 

James  W.  Bohanan 

Assistant  Vice  President 
Baird-Ward  Printing  Company 

Frank  M.  Brandstetter 

Acapulco,  Mexico 

John  C.  Brogan,  Chairman  of  the  Board 

Youngberg-Carlson  Co.,  Inc. 

Ben  Burdetsky 

Deputy  Secretary  of  Labor  for  Manpower 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 

Anthony  P.  Caligiuri 

Veterans  Employment  Representative 
for  Minnesota 

United  States  Department  of  Labor 

John  E.  Callery,  General  Manager 

The  Fleischmann  Distilling  Corp. 

Robert  Calvin 

Highway  Users  Federation 

Lt.  Col.  Ralph  T.  Carlson,  Commander 

934th  Tactical  Airlift  Group 

Richard  L.  Carroll,  Executive  Officer 

934th  Tactical  Airlift  Group 

Honorable  T.  Y.  Chao,  Chairman 

Vocational  Assistance  Commission  for 
Retired  Servicemen 
Taipei,  Taiwan,  Republic  of  China 

Melvin  D.  Chapman 

Beverly,  Ohio 

Maj.  Gen.  Harold  Chase 

University  of  Minnesota 

Sam  P.  Cheolis 

Edina,  Minnesota 

Col.  Francis  R.  Cipolla,  Chief 

Civil  Liaison  Division 

Directorate  for  Community  Relations 


Honorable  Lawrence  D.  Cohen 

Mayor,  City  of  St.  Paul 


Thomas  B.  Coll 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 


Harry  W.  Colmery 

Past  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


Murray  Comarow,  Executive  Director 

Interstate  Conference  of  Employment 
Security  Agencies,  Inc. 

General  John  P.  Condon,  President 

National  Alliance  of  Businessmen 

Russell  J.  Conway 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Captain  Dave  Cooney 

Chief  of  Information 
Department  of  the  Navy 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  E.  Corcilius,  Commander 

440  Tactical  Airlift  Wing 

John  J.  Corcoran 

The  General  Counsel 
Veterans  Administration 

George  H.  Cornelius,  Jr. 

Cornelius  Printing  Company 

Maj.  Gen.  Duane  L.  Corning,  President 
National  Guard  Association 
David  A.  Cropper 
Portsmouth,  Ohio 
Emmett  J.  Cushing,  Commissioner 
Department  for  Employment  Services 


Joe  D.  Davis 

1975  Boys  Nation  President 


James  V.  Day,  Commissioner 
Federal  Maritime  Commission 

Robert  L.  DeBard,  Superintendent 

Indiana  State  Police 

Herbert  A.  Doyle,  Jr.,  Director 

Office  of  Worker’s  Compensation  Programs 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 


Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 

Past  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


William  H.  Egan,  Jr. 

Baird-Ward  Printing  Company 

Philip  F.  Enlow 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

Miss  Anne  Eshelman 

Zanesville,  Ohio 

William  Eudey 

Assistant  Postmaster  General 

Arthur  H.  Euler 

Bowling  Green,  Ohio 

Maj.  Gen.  Merrill  B.  Evans,  Commander 

88th  Army  Reserve  Command 


Mack  G.  Fleming,  Counsel 

House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 
William  J.  Flynn,  Vice  President 

United  States  Life  Insurance  Co.  in  City 
of  New  York 


Daniel  F.  Foley 

Past  National  Commander 
The  American  Legion 


Dr.  Laurance  V.  Foye,  Jr. 

Deputy  Chief  Medical  Director 
Veterans  Administration 

Robert  C.  Fransen 

Vice  President  and  General  Manager 
WTCN-TV 

Honorable  Bill  Frenzel 

House  of  Representatives 

Captain  Arnold  F.  Gebler,  III 

Headquarters  United  States  Air  Force 


Bruce  A.  Geske,  Shakopee,  Minnesota 

American  Legion  Boy  Scout  of  the  Year 


We’re  pleased  to  supply  the  all- 
purpose sporting  shirts,  jump 
suits  and  nylon  racing  jackets 
that  keep  you  standing  tall, 
looking  sharp  and  identified 
with  The  American  Legion. 


■n 


UNIFORMS 

ROCHESTER,  IN  46975 
219/223-4311 
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M.  Morton  Goldenberg,  Vice  President 
S.  Abrahams  & Company,  Inc. 

Deputy  Chief  Bernard  Goodrie 

Minneapolis  Police  Department 

Curt  Gowdy 

National  Broadcasting  Company 
Speaker  - National  Commander’s  Banquet 

Carl  Granning 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Charles  R.  Green 

Warren,  Ohio 

Oscar  Greene 

Executive  Vice  President 
Schenley  Affiliated  Brands 

Mrs.  Paul  Griffith 

Chevy  Chase,  Maryland 

Donald  L.  Gruenbaum 

Marysville,  Ohio 

Honorable  Tom  Hagedom 

House  of  Representatives 

Col.  Charles  A.  Hammaker,  Jr. 

Chief  of  Community  Relations  Division 
Department  of  the  Army 

Donald  G.  Hanning 

Chevy  Chase,  Maryland 

C.  William  Heacock 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Howard  J.  Henrichsen 

Sandusky,  Ohio 

Jack  C.  Herndon,  President 

Baird-Ward  Printing  Company 


Lawrence  E.  Hoffman,  President 

American  Legion  1974  Convention 
Corporation  of  Florida 


Albert  J.  Hofstede 

Mayor,  City  of  Minneapolis 


John  R.  Holden,  Minority  Staff 

House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs 

J.  P.  Hone 

Department  Adjutant 

The  American  Legion  of  Ohio 

Rev.  Glen  E.  Howard 

Xenia,  Ohio 

Francis  C.  Hubbard 

President  and  General  Manager 
KSTP-TV  Radio 


Dr.  J.  C.  Hunt,  President 

National  Kidney  Foundation 


Kenneth  Ivory,  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Outstanding  Boy  of  Boys’  Clubs  of  America 


Ben  Jacobs 

New  York,  New  York 

Chief  John  Jensen 

Minneapolis  Police  Department 

Rev.  Fr.  John  D.  Kempf 

Dresden,  Ohio 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elwood  Kim 

Amanda,  Ohio 
Henry  B.  King,  President 

United  States  Brewers  Association 

Dr.  Arthur  J.  Klippen,  Director 

Veterans  Administration  Hospital- 
Minneapolis 

Robert  L.  Klipstine 

West  Milton,  Ohio 


Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby 

National  President 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 


Vice  Admiral  Lee,  Maeng  Kee  (Ret.)  President 

The  Korean  Veterans  Association 


Joseph  I.eMasurier,  Manager 

Veterans  Employment  Programs 
United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 
Henry  S.  Lemay 
Lancaster,  Ohio 

Dr.  Richard  W.  Lesher 

President  and  Executive  Officer 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce 

Phil  Lewis,  General  Manager 

WCCO  Radio 

Stuart  A.  Lindman 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

John  A.  Llewellyn,  Second  Vice  President 

Occidental  Life  Insurance  Co.  of 
California 


Edwin  Lopez,  Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 

American  Legion  Baseball  Player  of  the  Year 


William  T.  Louth,  President 

Medallic  Art  Company 

Stuart  G.  Luginbuhl 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

Maj.  Gen.  William  S.  Lundberg,  Jr. 

Commander,  47th  Infantry  Division 

Robert  M.  Marr 

Indianapolis,  Indiana 

Phillip  R.  McBride 

Cincinnati,  Ohio 

G.  Greer  McCallister 

Dayton,  Ohio 

Lt.  Col.  and  Mrs.  J.  McCauley 

Lancaster,  Ohio 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawrence  McCauley 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Brother  Raymond  McCauley,  B.G.S. 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

Joseph  C.  McCarthy 

Assistant  Veterans  Employment 
Representative  for  Minnesota 
United  States  Department  of  Labor 

John  J.  McGuire 

Veterans  Federal  Employment 
Representative 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 

Willard  McGuire,  Vice  President 

National  Education  Association 
Glenn  McKenzie 

Royal  Typewriter  Company 
Joseph  L.  McKernan 

The  Leterman-Gortz  Corporation 
Mrs.  Donald  G.  Miller 
Alliance,  Ohio 

Jacob  Miller 

Director  of  Sales 
Leamington  Hotel 

Frank  J.  Mitsch,  Jr. 

Mansfield,  Ohio 


Clinton  Morrison 

Chairman,  Board  of  Directors 
United  States  Chamber  of  Commerce 


Captain  Rollo  Mudge 

Minneapolis  Police  Department 

Roger  A.  Munson 

Euclid,  Ohio 


Robert  F.  Murphy 

Chelmsford,  Massachusetts 

Chief  Clarence  Nimmerfroh 

Minneapolis  Fire  Department 

Morris  B.  Nooner,  Jr.,  Director 

Veterans  Administration  Center 

Dr.  Wilford  D.  Nusbaum 

Lancaster,  Ohio 

John  J.  O’Brien,  President 

Youngberg-Carlson  Company 

Daniel  R.  O’Sullivan 

House  of  Seagrams 

Byoung-Kyu  Park,  Commander 

Kyoung  Nam  Province  Chapter 
Korean  Veterans  Association 

Byron  V.  Pepitone,  Director 

Selective  Service  System 

Joseph  Proctor,  Director  of  Sales 

Minneapolis  Convention  and  Tourism 
Commission 

Mrs.  Robert  E.  Riley 

Mt.  Sterling,  Ohio 

Stanley  C.  Robinson,  General  Manager 
WHOK  AM-FM 
Lancaster,  Ohio 

Keith  A.  Roelofs,  Director 

Regional  Office 

United  States  Civil  Service  Commission 

William  J.  Rogers 

Kennebunk,  Maine 


Richard  L.  Roudebush 

Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 
Veterans  Administration 


Mrs.  George  E.  Sallot 

Parma,  Ohio 

Billie  L.  Saxon 

Anderson,  Indiana 

Mrs.  Alan  Schanel,  Vice  President 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Past  National  Adjutant 
The  American  Legion 

W.  Dean  Scholl 

Columbus,  Ohio 


Donald  R.  Schroedl,  President 

American  Legion  1975  Convention 
Corporation  of  Minnesota 


Milton  Schuster 

Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 

Charles  Sclafani 

Schenley  Industries,  Inc. 


David  L.  Shillinglaw,  President 

The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders 


William  L.  Shreck,  General  Manager 

ITT  Continental  Baking  Co.,  Inc. 


Roger  L.  Smith 

Ashville,  Ohio 

Victor  W.  Smith 

Columbus,  Ohio 

Frank  J.  Specht 

Washington,  D.C. 


Chester  F.  Stellar 

Creston,  Ohio 


Victor  Swanson 

Assistant  Vice  President  for  Crusade 
American  Cancer  Society,  Inc. 
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Honorable  Olin  E.  Teague 

House  of  Representatives 


Gordon  Thomson,  Dominion  President 

Army,  Navy  and  Air  Force  Veterans 
in  Canada 


Honorable  Strom  Thurmond 

United  States  Senate 

Joseph  H.  Trimbach 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

Larry  Triplett,  Director 

National  Jobs  for  Veterans  Program 
National  Alliance  of  Businessmen 


Odell  W.  Vaughn,  Deputy  Administrator 

Veterans  Administration 

T.  G.  Venrick 

Lancaster,  Ohio 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Wagonseller 

Lancaster,  Ohio 

Thomas  J.  Wagonseller 

Delaware,  Ohio 

Rear  Admiral  Sidney  A.  Wallace,  USCG 
Chief  of  Public  and  International  Affairs 


General  Frederick  C.  Weyand,  USA 

Chief  of  Staff 
Department  of  the  Army 


W.  Armin  Willig 

Chairman,  Board  of  Directors 
American  Cancer  Society,  Inc. 


Dr.  Dennis  R.  Wyant 

President’s  Committee  on  Employment 
of  the  Handicapped 

Edmund  A.  Xachman 

Toledo,  Ohio 
Edward  W.  Zalesky 

Leavens  Manufacturing  Co.,  Inc. 


Distinguished  Guests 
American  Legion  Founders 


Inasmuch  as  this,  our  57th  Annual  National  Convention,  is  being  held  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  the  site  of  the  first  National  Convention,  the  National  Commander  has  invited 
the  current  members  of  The  Society  of  American  Legion  Founders  as  Distinguished  Guests. 
Listed  below  are  the  names  of  those  to  whom  the  National  Commander  wishes  to  give  this 
special  recognition: 


| Clinton  H.  Baldwin 

j H.M.  Becker 

? Newman  H.  Beilis 

I Joseph  Bernard 

j Robert  C.  Booth 

i James  L.  Boyle 

f George  Burnett 

| Wendell  T.  Burns 

| Angelo  Cangemi 

| Emanuel  M.  Cohn 

I Webster  D.  Copp 

I A.S.  Crandon 

| Richard  Earle  Davis 

• Earl  Dickerson 

| Fitz  Eugene  Dixon 

j Lytton  W.  Doolittle 

I Jerome  F.  Duggan 

I E.C.  Dutcher 

I L.R.  Eaton 

| Merle  E.  Eaton 

| John  Elliott 

| Charles  H.  Epperson 
j C.E.  Ferguson 

| Adam  T.  Fischer 


Hamilton  Fish 
Andrew  P.  Fisher 
Carlton  H.  Foster 
Harry  L.  Foster 
Paul  M.  Gentzel 
Samuel  F.  Gish 
J.  Frank  Graff 
E.B.  Greuel 
Delbert  A.  Hoerger 
Harold  E.  Holcomb 
John  E.  Hughes 
Norman  M.  Hulings 
Garland  Hurt 
Laurence  M.  Hyde 
Selmer  L.  Jerpbak 
T.R.  Johnson 
Worrell  N.  Jones 
Andrew  J.  Kirkpatrick 
J.F.  Koons 
Carl  Kraatz 
Frank  M.  Ladd 
Walter  S.  Ling 
Sumter  L.  Lowry 
A.  Kenneth  MacRae 


Mark  E.  Madden 
Ray  J.  Madden 
Edward  D.  McCutchon 
Edward  A.  McGrath 
Harold  McGucken 
Harold  P.  Monovil 
Frank  A.  Montrose 
Roy  E.  Nelson 
Henry  W.  O’Dom 
John  M.  Pancoast 
L.C.  Pattee 
Herbert  Allyn  Payne 
William  R.  Penix 
J.  Edward  Radley 
R.B.  Rathbun 
John  F.  Reese 
John  Fite  Robertson 
Jay  C.  Rosenfeld 
Lloyd  St.  John 
E.C.  Sammons 
Vernett  E.  Sams 
Charles  B.  Sayre 
Ben  M.  Segel 
Earl  H.  Shackelford 


Arthur  F.  Shaw 
Clinton  W.  Sheafer 
David  L.  Shillinglaw 
Edward  G.  Simonsen 
William  P.  Skurtz 
Raymond  A.  Smith 
Harry  F.  Snyder 
Jack  E.  Specter 
Charles  R.  Tips 
Charles  H.  Titus 
Everett  G.  Tripp 
Berniece  L.  Tulley 
Francis  E.  Turin 
Harry  Vaughan 
Byron  E.  Waggoner 
Mahlon  S.  Weed 
Oscar  Wenstrand 
James  G.  Wheeler 
John  J.  Wicker,  Jr. 
Quentin  Windsor 
Roy  W.  Wood 
J.  Thompson  Wyatt 
Bruno  Zingrone 


Need  or  waste  V a you  know  the  difference. 


The  biggest  untapped  source  of  energy  available  to  us 
today  is  our  own  conservation  of  energy.  The  difference 
between  need  and  waste  is  the  key  to  that  energy  source 
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The  American  Legion  1919-1975 


‘Franklin  D'Olier 

Pennsylvania  1919-20 

“Frederick  W.  Galbraith,  Jr. 

Ohio  1920-21 

‘“John  G.  Emery 

Michigan  1921 

‘Hanford  MacNider 

Iowa  1921-22 

‘Alvin  M.  Owsley 

Texas  1922-23 

John  R.  Quinn 

California  1923-24 

‘James  A.  Drain 

District  of  Columbia  1924-25 

‘John  R.  McQuigg 

Ohio  1925-26 

‘Howard  P.  Savage 

Illinois  1926-27 

‘Edward  E.  Spafford 

New  York  1927-28 

‘Paul  V.  McNutt 

Indiana  1928-29 

‘O-  Lee  Bodenhamer 

Arkansas  1929-30 

‘Ralph  T.  O'Neil 

Kansas  1930-31 

‘Henry  L.  Stevens,  Jr. 

North  Carolina  1931-32 

‘Louis  Johnson 

West  Virginia  1932-33 

‘Edward  A.  Hayes 

Illinois  1933-34 

‘Frank  N.  Belgrano,  Jr. 

California  1934-35 

‘Ray  Murphy 

Iowa  1935-36 

Harry  W.  Colmery 

Kansas  1936-37 

‘Daniel  J.  Doherty 

Massachusetts  1937-38 

Stephen  F.  Chadwick 

Washington  1938-39 

Raymond  J.  Kelly 

Michigan  1939-40 


‘Milo  J.  Warner 

Ohio  1940-41 

‘Lynn  U.  Stambaugh 

North  Dakota  1941-42 

‘Roane  Waring 

Tennessee  1942-43 

Warren  H.  Atherton 

California  1943-44 

‘Edward  N.  Scheiberling 
New  York  1944-45 

‘John  Stelle 

Illinois  1945-46 

‘Paul  H.  Griffith 

Pennsylvania  1946-47 
James  F.  O'Neil 

New  Hampshire  1947-48 

Perry  Brown 
Texas  1948-49 

George  N.  Craig 
Indiana  1949-50 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr. 

Georgia  1950-51 

Donald  R-  Wilson 

West  Virginia  1951-52 

‘Lewis  K.  Gough 

California  1952-53 

‘Arthur  J.  Connell 

Connecticut  1953-54 

Seaborn  P.  Collins 

New  Mexico  1954-55 

J.  Addington  Wagner 

Michigan  1955-56 

Dan  Daniel 

Virginia  1956-57 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. 
Illinois  1957-58 

Preston  J.  Moore 

Oklahoma  1958-59 

Martin  B.  McKneally 
New  York  1959-60 


Daniel  F.  Foley 

Minnesota  1963-64 

Donald  E.  Johnson 

Iowa  1964-65 

L.  Eldon  James 

Virginia  1965-66 

John  E.  Davis 

North  Dakota  1966-67 

William  E.  Galbraith 

Nebraska  1967-68 

William  C.  Doyle 

New  Jersey  1968-69 

J.  Milton  Patrick 

Oklahoma  1969-70 

Alfred  P.  Chamie 

California  1970-71 
John  H.  Geiger 
Illinois  1971-72 

Joe  L.  Matthews 

Texas  1972-73 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 

Maryland  1973-74 

PAST  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS  BY 
VOTE  OF  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

‘Bennett  Champ  Clark 

Missouri — Presided  at  Paris  caucus 
March,  1919 

‘Milton  J.  Foreman 

Illinois — Chairman,  Executive 
Committee  at  Paris 

‘Henry  D.  Lindsley 

Texas — Presided  at  St.  Louis  caucus 
May  1919 

‘Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

New  York 

‘Eric  Fisher  Wood 

Pennsylvania— Temporary  Chairman  and 
Secretary  at  Paris  caucus 

‘Thomas  W.  Miller 

Nevada— Chairman  Pro  Tempore 
Paris  Caucus  March  1919 

HONORARY  NATIONAL  COMMANDERS 


William  R.  Burke 

California  1960-61 

Charles  L.  Bacon 

Missouri  1961-62 


‘General  John  J.  Pershing 
‘Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 


•Deceased 


‘James  E.  Powers 

Georgia  1962-63 


••Killed  in  auto  accident  while  serving 
as  Commander 

•••Elected  by  Executive  Committee  to  fill 
unexpired  term. 
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Gold 
Cup 
Commanders 


DISTRICT 


These  District  Commanders  qualified  for  Gold  Cup 
honors  and  an  expense-paid  trip  to  the  1975  National  Con- 
vention by  leading  their  respective  districts  to  the  highest  per- 
centage of  their  1974  membership  totals  by  May  1,  1975. 
Competition  was  divided  into  five  categories,  based  on  the 
membership  size  of  the  districts  in  1974. 


Richard  L.  Lakey,  District  4,  Nevada 
John  W.  Westfall,  District  8,  Arizona 
Sam  G.  Cowan,  District  11,  Kentucky 
Wayne  Laddusaw,  District  5,  Wyoming 
Wayne  Legg,  District  5,  West  Virginia 
Edmond  Massad,  District  II, 

North  Carolina 

John  Grisham,  District  9,  New  Mexico 
Jasper  Stouffer,  Jr.,  Disi 


Earl  E.  McGill,  District  16,  Texas 
Pearl  Smith,  District  10,  Nebraska 
Leo  J.  Anderson,  District  28,  California 
Lyle  Davis,  District  20,  Illinois 
John  Hobble,  District  5,  Kansas 
Harold  Mitchell,  District  I,  Kansas 
Michael  F.  Flor,  Jr.,  District  10, 
Minnesota 
ict  22,  Pennsylvania 


POST 


These  Post  Commanders  qualified  for  the  Gold  Cup 
award  by  leading  their  respective  posts  to  an  all-time  high  in 
membership  as  of  the  56th  Birthday  of  The  American 
Legion,  March  15-17,  1975.  Their  names  were  drawn  to 
represent  the  approximately  1,400  Post  Commanders  who 
recorded  this  outstanding  achievement.  They  also  received 
expense-paid  trips  to  the  National  Convention. 


Jack  Denton,  Jr.,  Post  283,  California 
Gene  Luther,  Post  14,  Colorado 
Kenneth  Pate,  Post  133,  Florida 
Dwight  Irwin.  Post  1971,  Illinois 
Harold  King,  Post  310,  Indiana 
Gordon  Sloth,  Post  471,  Iowa 
Paul  L.  Hughes,  Post  4,  Kentucky 
Joseph  Snyder,  Post  376,  Louisiana 
Tom  Keyes,  Post  183,  Maryland 
William  Thomas,  Post  405, 
Massachusetts 

Donald  Barfkenecht,  Post  522, 
Minnesota 

Pierce  Williams,  Post  212,  Mississippi 


William  Naucke,  Post  253,  Missouri 
Norbert  Heller,  Post  317,  Nebraska 
Joseph  Sheeley,  Post  471,  New  Jersey 
Raymond  B.  Tanner,  Post  154, 

New  York 

Mike  Scholl.  Post  69,  North  Dakota 
Clyde  Block,  Post  355,  Ohio 
Eldon  Burnett,  Post  192,  Oklahoma 
Robert  C.  Yale,  Post  283,  Pennsylvania 
John  Jelsma,  Post  305,  South  Dakota 
C.  C.  Brown,  Post  552,  Texas 
Robert  J.  Chichester,  Post  360,  Virginia 
Paul  R.  Young,  Post  68,  Washington 
Ralph  C.  Ricker,  Post  171,  Wisconsin 


Important  Convention  Offer 


Special  Savings 
on  U.S.  and  Post 
Colors  Sets 


ANNIN 


& co. 

OFFICIAL  FLAG  SUPPLIER 

Verona  • New  Jersey 


Department  Commanders  who  qualified  for  Gold  Cup 
honors  are  identified  among  those  pictured  with  the  1975 
“NOW”  Team  elsewhere  in  this  National  Convention  Pro- 
gram. 
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Recipients  of  The  American  Legion 


CD  is  fincjiiLsked 
Service  ^Medai 


Marshal  Ferdinand  Foch 

of  France — 1921 

Adm.  Earl  Beatty 

of  Great  Britain — 1921 

Gen.  Baron  Jacques 
of  Belgium  — 1921 

Gen.  Armando  Diaz 

of  Italy-1921 

Charles  Bertrand 

of  France— 1921 

Gen.  of  the  Armies 
John  J.  Pershing 

1922 

Adm.  Robert  E.  Coontz 

1923 

Gen.  Josef  Haller 
of  Poland — 1923 

Ignace  Jan  Paderewski 
of  Poland-1926 

Comte 

Francois  Marie  Robert  Dejean 
of  France — 1927 

Field  Marshal  Viscount  Allenby 

of  Groat  Britain — 1928 

Judge  Kenesaw  Mountain  Landis 

1929 

Adm.  William  S.  Sims 

1930 

Gen.  Douglas  MacArthur 

1942 

Gen.  George  C.  Marshall 

1943 

Adm.  Ernest  J.  King 

1943 

Hon.  Frank  Knox 

(Poithumouily) — 1944 

Henry  Ford 

1944 

Gen.  H.  H.  Arnold 

1944 

President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt 

(Posthumously) — 1 945 

Gen.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  Jr. 

(Posthumously) — 1 945 

Ernest  (Ernie)  Pyle 
(Posthumously) — 1 945 
Hon.  Henry  L.  Stimson 

1945 

Fleet  Adm.  Chester  W.  Nimitz 
1945 


Gen.  of  the  Army 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower 

1945 

J.  Edgar  Hoover 

1946 

Bob  Hope 

1946 

William  Randolph  Hearst 

1946 

Maj.  Gen.  Lewis  B.  Hershey 

1946 

Hon.  Cordell  Hull 

1946 

Lt.  Gen.  William  S.  Knudsen 

1947 

Sen.  Edward  Martin 
1947 

Chief  Justice  Fred  M.  Vinson 

1947 

President  Harry  S.  Truman 

1949 

George  Herman  (Babe)  Ruth 

(Posthumously) — 1 949 

Maj.  Gen.  Frank  Parker 

(Posthumously)— 1949 

Charles  F.  Johnson,  Jr. 

1 95C 

Maj.  Gen.  Milton  A.  Reckord 

1950 

Rep.  Edith  Nourse  Rogers 

1950 

Gen.  Charles  P.  Summerall 

1951 

Rep.  Royal  C.  Johnson 

(Posthumously) — 1 953 

Maj.  Gen.  George  A.  White 

(Posthumously)— 1954 

Dr.  Jonas  E.  Salk 

1955 

Maj.  Gen.  Ellard  A.  Walsh 

1955 

Vice  Adm.  Joel  T.  Boone 

1956 

Charles  Stewart  Mott 

1956 

Gen.  Mark  W.  Clark 

1957 

The  Most  Reverend 
Fulton  J.  Sheen 

1957 


lOI.STINGUl.SHED'  SERVICE. 


Bernard  Mannes  Baruch 

1958 

Unknown  Servicemen  of  World  War 
I,  World  War  II,  and  Korea, 

interred  at  the  Tomb  of  the  Unknown  Soldier, 
Arlington  National  Cemetery— 1958 

Sen.  Robert  S.  Kerr 

1959 

President  John  F.  Kennedy 

1961 

Gen.  Lucius  D.  Clay 

1962 

Dr.  Thomas  A.  Dooley 

(Posthumously)— 1 962 

Francis  Cardinal  Spellman 

1963 

Dr.  Charles  W.  Mayo 

1964 

President  Herbert  C.  Hoover 
(Posthumously)— 1965 

Hon.  James  F.  Byrnes 

1965 

Capt.  Roger  H.  C.  Donlon 

1966 

Hon.  Tom  C.  Clark 

1967 

President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson 

1968 

Gen.  William  C.  Westmoreland 

1968 

President  Richard  M.  Nixon 

1969 

Rep.  Olin  E.  Teague 

1970 

Rep.  L.  Mendel  Rivers 

(Posthumously)  — 1 971 

Sen.  Richard  B.  Russell 

(Posthumously)  — 1971 

Sen.  John  C.  Stennis 
1972 

Dewitt  Wallace 
1972 

Hon.  Henry  A.  Kissinger 
1974 

Rep.  F.  Edward  Hebert 
1974 
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Seagram’s  Benchmark  salutes 
The  American  Legion  57th National  Convention, 
with  this  commemorative  replica  of  Fort  Snelling. 


As  a tribute  to  Minnesota’s  historic  Fort  Snelling,  we  We  think  you'll  agree  it's  an  exceptional  work  of  crafts- 
have  reproduced  this  colorful  china  tower,  beautifully  manship.  And  when  you  get  it  home  you'll  discover  some- 
emblazoned  in  24  carat  gold.  thing  else.  The  taste  of  Seagram's  Benchmark.  Just  lift  the 

You’ll  find  it  on  sale  in  August  at  the  National  Con-  bottle  out,  pour  and  enjoy  a real  premium  bourbon.  Made 
vention  in  Minneapolis.  After  that  it  will  be  available  in  with  the  kind  of  fine  craftsmanship  that's  really  hard  to 
limited  editions  at  stores  across  the  country*  Then  the  find  these  days. 

mold  will  be  broken  and  will  never  be  produced  again.  American  Legion,  Seagram's  Benchmark  salutes  you! 


*Void  where  prohibited. 


SEAGRAM'S  BENCHMARK  KENTUCKY  STRAIGHT  BOURBON  WHISKEY.  86  PROOF.  JOSEPH  E.  SEAGRAM  .A  SONS.  lOUISVIUE,  NY 


Youth  Leaders  Attend  Convention 


BASEBALL 


BOY  SCOUTS 


Edwin  Lopez 

Rio  Piedras,  Puerto  Rico 

Player  of  the  Year. 


Bruce  A.  Geske 

Shakopee,  Minnesota 

Boy  Scout 
of  the  Year. 


BOYS  NATION 


Joe  D.  Davis 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma 

Boys  Nation  President 


ORATORICAL 


Michael  B.  Begley 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Winner,  National  High  School 
Oratorical  Contest. 


BOYS’  CLUBS 


Kenneth  Ivory 


Milwaukee,  Wisconsin 

Boy  of  the  Year. 
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The 

American  Legion 

BLOOD 

PROGRAM 

MAKE  IT 
A 

PART  OF  YOU 


TO  THE  FINEST 
MEETINGS  & CONVENTIONS 
IN  MINNEAPOLIS 


THE  NEW  HOTEL 

Jeamington 


's?  100%  Airconditioned  ^ 600 
Luxuriously  furnished  Guest 
Rooms ...  all  with  a view  80 
Luxury  Suites,  including  15 
Penthouse  and  Patio  Suites 
New  XL-100  RCA  TV  in  every 
room  30  meeting  rooms 
Meetings  for  6000  ^ Banquets 
for  4000  Battery  of  Automatic 
Elevators  Adjacent  parking 
lot  with  motor  entrance  Home 
of  the  Famous  Waikiki  Room 
Restaurant. 


THE  NEW  H (DTE  L 

Jeamington 

3rd  Ave.  So.  between  10th  & 11th  Streets 


serving  Minneapolis  for 
94  years.  We  welcome 
you  to  the  Twin  Cities 
and  salute  you  on  your 
57th  anniversary. 

We  look  forward  to  meeting 
and  serving  you.  While  you’re 
here,  why  not  make  shopping 
easy?  Stop  by  any  Donaldsons 
credit  office  for  a courtesy 
charge  you  can  use  at  Donald- 
sons six  Twin  Cities  stores. 

We  hope  you  enjoy  your  stay. 


DOWNTOWN  MINNEAPOLIS 
ST.  PAUL  SOUTHDALE  ROSEDALE 

BROOKDALE  RIDGEDALE 
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COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
1975  National  Convention  Corporation  of  Minnesota 


Badges  & Packets 


Concessions 


Arthur  Munson 
Chairman 


Ralph  Mammen 
Chairman 


Contests 


Earl  W.  Suhrbier 
Chairman 


Decorations  & 
Floats 


Philip  Ploumen 
Chairman 


Distinguished 

Guests 


Donald  M.  Miller 
Chairman 


Distinguished 

Guests 


R.N.  (Bob)  Pedersen 
Vice  Chairman 


Entertainment 

Coupons 


Vern  Lusk 
Chairman 


First  Aid 


William  Tolle 
Chairman 


Golf 

Tournament 


Sam  Cheolis 
Chairman 


Golf 

Tournament 


Steve  George 
Vice  Chairman 


Halls  & 
Seating 


Vincent  McCoy 
Chairman 


Housing 


Insurance 


Legal 


Paul  Quist 
Chairman 


Louis  Gut 
Chairman 


John  G.  Kressel 
Chairman 
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COMMITTEE 
1975  National 


Memorial  Services 


Carl  L.  Lundgren 
Chairman 


Parade 


Michael  F.  Jordan 
Chairman 


Post 

Participation 


Milo  T.  Cecka 
Chairman 


Registration 
& Information 


Kenneth  Erickson 
Chairman 


CHAIRMEN  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 
Convention  Corporation  of  Minnesota 


Memorial  Services 


Provost 


Burdean  C.  Fremming 
Vice  Chairman 


Capt.  Rollo  Mudge 


Parade 


Public  Relations 


Harry  W.  Wilson 
Vice  Chairman 


Robert  Skogquist 
Chairman 


Post 

Participation 


A1  Barnes,  Jr. 
Vice  Chairman 


Transportation 
& Tours 


Clinton  Johnson 
Chairman 


Publicity 


Murray  Thompson 
Chairman 


Registration 
& Information 


Philip  E.  Dingmann 
Vice  Chairman 


Ticket  Sales 


Robert  J.  Ginthner 
Chairman 


Ticket  Sales 


Leonard  Grill 
Vice  Chairman 
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The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 


National  Officers 


MRS.  MAURICE  KUBBY 
National  President 


MRS.  ALAN  SCHANEL 
National  Vice  President 


MRS.  LYLE 
SEYMOUR 
Vice  President 
Central  Division 


MRS.  RUTH 
JUCIUS 
Vice  President 
Eastern  Division 


MRS.  GEORGE 
WAMSLEY 
Vice  President 
Northwestern  Div. 


MRS.  LEON 
REED 

Vice  President 
Southern  Division 


MRS.  FRANK 
MARTIN 
Vice  President 
Western  Division 


MRS.  CHARLES 
GILL 

National  Historian 


MRS.  C.  CLARK 
BONNER 
National  Chaplain 


MISS  DORIS 
ANDERSON 
National  Secretary 


MRS.  MYNER 
FREEMAN 
National  Treasurer 
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AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
FIFTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Radisson  Hotel  Downtown 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 


Saturday,  August  16,  1975 

MUSICAL  CONTESTS 
9:00  A.M.  - 4:00  P.M. 

Gold  Room  - Radisson  Hotel 

3:30  P.M. 

PRE-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Star  of  the  North  Ballroom 

7:00  P.M. 

MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Parade  Stadium 

Sunday,  August  17,  1975 
9:00  A.M. 

JOINT  MEMORIAL  SERVICE  WITH  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

Orchestra  Hall 

PRE-CONVENTION  NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 
9:00  A.M.  - 3:30  P.M. 

(all  in  the  Radisson  Hotel  Downtown) 

8:30  A.M.  - 9:30  A.M. 


CREDENTIALS 

Star  of  the  North  Ballroom 
Mrs.  J.  I.  McCray,  Chairman 

9:00  A.M.  - 11:00  A.M. 


GIRLS  STATE 

Mart  201-203 

Mrs.  John  J.  Roethel,  Chairman 

JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES 

Mart  302-304 

Mrs.  Charles  R.  Barbee,  Chairman 

LEGISLATIVE 

Mart  202-204 

M rs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy,  Chairman 

MEMBERSHIP 

Mart  301-303 

Mrs.  Robert  Cuccaro,  Chairman 


PARLIAMENTARY  SEMINAR 

Mart  305 

Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews,  National  Parliamentarian 

PAST  PRESIDENTS  PARLEY 

LaSalle  A 

Mrs.  Robert  L.  Parker,  Chairman 

PUBLICATIONS 

Mart  206 

Mrs.  Ted  Galka,  Chairman 
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9:00  A.M.  - 11:00  A.M. 


SPIRIT  OF  76  VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION 

Mart  306  Gold  Room 

Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Chairman  Mrs.  Paul  Brown,  Chairman 


9:30  A.M.  - 10:30  A.M. 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 
Star  of  the  North  Ballroom 

Mrs.  Tish  Taylor,  Chairman 


10:30  A.M. 

REHEARSAL  OF  PAGES 
Star  of  the  North  Ballroom 

(Preceded  by  Coffee  honoring  the  Pages) 

Mrs.  Bernard  Gottsleben,  Chairman  of  Pages 

11:00  A.M.  - 12:00  Noon 

FREEDOMS  FOUNDATION  PROJECT  76  RULES 

Gold  Room  Foyer  Mart  305 

Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay,  Chairman  Mrs.  Beatrice  Gomes,  Chairman 


11:00  A.M.  - 1:00  P.M. 

AMERICANISM 

Mart  201-203 

Mrs.  Joe  L.  Matthews,  Chairman 

AUXILIARY  EMERGENCY  FUND 

LaSalle  A 

Mrs.  Earl  Franklin,  Chairman 

CIVIL  PREPAREDNESS 

Mart  301-303 

Mrs.  James  Starr,  Chairman 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 

Mart  302-304 

Mrs.  Deverre  Harper,  Chairman 

12:00  Noon  - 2:00  P.M. 

CHAPLAINS 
Mart  305 

Mrs.  C.  Clark  Bonner,  National  Chaplain 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS 

Mart  202-204 

Mrs.  Earl  Bigalow,  Chairman 

HISTORIANS 

Mart  206 

Mrs.  Charles  Gill,  National  Historian 

LIAISON  WITH  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION 

Mart  306 

Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Chairman 

NATIONAL  SECURITY 

Gold  Room 

Mrs.  Thomas  Gear,  Chairman 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 

Gold  Room 

Mrs.  Alvin  Moltzen,  Chairman 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Mart  201-203 

Mrs.  Melvin  W.  Junge,  Chairman 


1:00  P.M.  - 3:00  P.M. 

COMMUNITY  SERVICE 

Mart  202-204 

Mrs.  James  R.  Williams,  Chairman 

EDUCATION  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS 

Mart  301-303 

Mrs.  Helen  Adams,  Chairman 
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1:00  P.M.  - 3:00  P.M. 


FINANCE 

LaSalle  A 

Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  Chairman 


MUSIC 


Mart  206 

Mrs.  Richard  Philebar,  Chairman 


LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 

Mart  306 

Mrs.  Walter  Stolte,  Chairman 


POPPY 


Mart  302-304 

Mrs.  W.  Robert  Bohn,  Chairman 


2:00  P.M.  - 3:30  P.M. 

RESOLUTIONS 
Mart  305 

Miss  Frances  Goff,  Chairman 


* 


* 


* 


2:00  P.M. 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 


AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
FIFTY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 

Radisson  Hotel  Downtown 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
Star  of  The  North  Ballroom 

Monday,  August  18,  1975 
8:30  A.M. 


“WE  ACHIEVED  THE  IMPOSSIBLE!” 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Mrs.  James  Starr,  National  Convention  Chairman 

CONVENTION  PROCESSIONAL 

Mrs.  Pat  Sherman,  Convention  Organist 


Order  of  Processional: 

Department  Colors 
Past  National  Presidents 
National  Officers 
National  Colors 
The  National  President 


* 


* 


* 


OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


INTRODUCTION  OF  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 


Mrs.  James  Starr 

National  Convention  Chairman 

Mrs.  C.  Clark  Bonner,  National  Chaplain 


INVOCATION 
MOMENT  OF  SILENCE 
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PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 
(First  Stanza) 

PREAMBLE  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

“WELCOME  TO  THE  CONVENTION” 

A PATRIOTIC  SALUTE: 

“This  is  My  Country” 

“America,  the  Beautiful” 

Ih 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


THE  STATE  OF  MINNESOTA 
THE  CITY  OF  MINNEAPOLIS 
THE  CITY  OF  ST.  PAUL 
AMERICAN  LEGION  AUXILIARY 
1975  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 


Led  by  Mrs.  Joe  L.  Matthews 
National  Americanism  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Richard  Philebar 
National  Music  Chairman 

Led  by  Mrs.  Deverre  Harper 

National  Constitution  and  Bylaws  Chairman 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 

Chorus  of  Musical  Contest  Participants 
Directed  by  Mrs.  Richard  Philebar 
National  Music  Chairman 

AND  GREETINGS 

National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller 
National  Adjutant  William  F.  Hauck 

Mr.  Donald  Schroedl,  President 
1975  National  Convention  Corporation 

The  Honorable  Wendell  R.  Anderson 
Governor  of  Minnesota 

The  Honorable  Albert  Hofstede 
Mayor  of  Minneapolis 

The  Honorable  Lawrence  D.  Cohen 
Mayor  of  St.  Paul 

Mrs.  George  Nephew,  President 
Department  of  Minnesota 

Mrs.  James  E.  Starr 
National  Convention  Chairman 


GREETINGS  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Mrs.  Alan  M.  Schanel,  National  Vice  President 

The  Division  National  Vice  Presidents: 

Mrs.  Lyle  Seymour,  Central 

Mrs.  Ruth  Jucius,  Eastern 

Mrs.  George  Wamsley,  Northwestern 

Mrs.  Leon  Reed,  Southern 

Mrs.  Frank  Martin,  Western 

Mrs.  Charles  Gill,  National  Historian 

Mrs.  C.  Clark  Bonner,  National  Chaplain 

Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary 

Mrs.  Myner  Freeman,  National  Treasurer 

Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews,  National  Parliamentarian 


The  600-room  Radisson  Hotel  will  be  the  headquarters  hotel 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  which  will  be  in  National 
Convention  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  at  the  same  time  as  the 
1975  American  Legion  National  Convention. 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 


Mrs.  Robert  Walbridge 
Mrs.  William  H.  Biester,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Albin  Charles  Carlson 
Mrs.  Oscar  Hahn 
Mrs.  James  Morris 
Mrs.  Mark  W.  Murrill 
Mrs.  Lawrence  H.  Smith 
Mrs.  Walter  G.  Craven 
Mrs.  Norton  H.  Pearl 
Mrs.  Lee  W.  Hutton 
Mrs.  Norman  L.  Sheehe 
Mrs.  Willis  C.  Reed 
Mrs.  E.  A.  Campbell 
Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett 
Mrs.  J.  Pat  Kelly 


Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Gray 
Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger 
Mrs.  Luther  D.  Johnson 
Mrs.  Walter  Wild  Andrews 
Mrs.  Walter  H.  Glynn 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Ryan,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall 
Mrs.  Arthur  B.  Hanell 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Parker 
Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett 


GREETINGS  FROM  THE  PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS 

Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett 
Junior  Past  National  President 

INTRODUCTIONS 

Mrs.  Bernard  Gottsleben  Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Stone 

National  Chairman  of  Pages  National  Vice  Chairman  of  Pages 

PERSONAL  PAGES  TO  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

Mrs.  Jack  L.  Whitson  Mrs.  Carl  L.  Flack,  Jr. 

Mrs.  Raymond  Rapisand  Miss  Debbie  Wager 

Mrs.  Ottley  L.  Smith,  III  Mrs.  Joseph  Sokolowski 


DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS  COMMITTEE 


Mrs.  Alexander  H.  Gray,  Chairman 
Mrs.  A.  J.  Ryan,  Sr.,  Vice  Chairman 
Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Member 


Mrs.  Willis  C.  Reed,  Member 
Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger,  Member 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Member 


“Freedom  is  Everybody’s  Business” 


ADDRESS: 

Mr.  Harris  T.  Remley 


RECESS  - 12  Noon 

* * * 

1:00  P.M.  - 1:15  P.M. 

Organ  Interlude 

1:15  P.M. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 

REPORT  OF  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 
CREDENTIALS  Mrs.  J.  I.  McCray,  Chairman 

RULES  Mrs.  Beatrice  Gomes,  Chairman 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION  Mrs.  Tish  Taylor,  Chairman 
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WE  ACHIEVE  FOR  THE  FUTURE” 


Mrs.  John  J.  Roethel,  Chairman 
1975  Girls  Nation  President 

The  Honorable  Richard  Roudebush 
Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
1975-1976 

RECESS 

* * * 

3:30  P.M.  - 5:00  P.M. 

DIVISIONAL  CAUCUSES 

NORTHWESTERN  DIVISION 

Mart  301-303-305 

SOUTHERN  DIVISION 

Star  of  the  North  Ballroom 

WESTERN  DIVISION 

Mart  302-304-306 

* * * 

Tuesday,  August  19,  1975 

(The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  joins  The  American  Legion  in  Joint 
Session  this  morning  in  the  Minneapolis  Auditorium  and  Convention  Center.) 


CENTRAL  DIVISION 

Gold  Room 

EASTERN  DIVISION 

Mart  202-204-206 


GIRLS  STATE  REPORT 
SPECIAL  PRESENTATION 
ADDRESS 


1:30  P.M.  - 1:45  P.M. 
Organ  Interlude 

1:45  P.M. 


CALL  TO  ORDER 


Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 


“WE  ACHIEVE  FOR  THE  FUTURE” 

Reports  of  National  Chairmen 

JUNIOR  ACTIVITIES  Mrs.  Charles  R.  Barbee,  Chairman 

LIAISON  WITH  CHILD  WELFARE  FOUNDATION  Mrs.  Charles  C.  Shaw,  Chairman 


“ACHIEVING  FOR  THE  VETERAN  AND  HIS  FAMILY” 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH 

Special  Guest— Introduction  by  Mrs.  Moltzen 

LEGISLATIVE 

POPPY 

VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND  REHABILITATION 
NATIONAL  VAVS  REPRESENTATIVE 


Mrs.  Alvin  Moltzen,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Bernard  F.  Kennedy,  Chairman 
Mrs.  W.  Robert  Bohn,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Paul  Brown,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  Powel,  Jr. 


A SPECIAL  SALUTE 
GOLDEN  AWARDS  CEREMONY 

RECESS  - 4:30  P.M. 
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Wednesday,  August  20,  1975 

8:15  A.M.  - 8:30  A.M. 

Organ  Interlude 

8:30  A.M. 

CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 

“SHARING  AND  SHOWING  OUR  ACHIEVEMENTS” 

REPORT  OF  THE  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT  Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 


“ACHIEVING  FOR  A HERITAGE” 


CAVALCADE  OF  MEMORIES 
FREEDOMS  FOUNDATION  PROJECT  76 
FUTURE  PLANNING 
MUSIC 

SPIRIT  OF  76 
ADDRESS 


Mrs.  Vernon  H.  Randall,  Chairman 
Mrs.  J.  Howard  McKay,  Chairman 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Jarrett,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Richard  Philebar,  Chairman 
Mrs.  H.  Milton  Davidson,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Marjorie  Lynch,  Deputy  Director 
American  Revolution  Bicentennial 
Administration 


“ACHIEVING  SECURITY  TODAY  AND  FOR  TOMORROW” 
AMERICANISM  Mrs.  Joe  L.  Matthews,  Chairman 

CIVIL  PREPAREDNESS  Mrs.  James  E.  Starr,  Chairman 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  Mrs.  Thomas  Gear,  Chairman 


“SPEAKING  OF  OUR  ACHIEVEMENTS” 

PUBLICATIONS  Mrs.  Ted  Galka,  Chairman 

COMMUNICATIONS  Mrs.  Melvin  Junge,  Chairman 


ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
1975-1976 


Presentation  of  1974-1975  Department  Presidents 

RECESS  - 11:30  A.M. 

1:15  P.M.  -1:30  P.M. 

Organ  Interlude 

1:30  P.M. 


CALL  TO  ORDER 


Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 


“WE  ACHIEVE  FOR  OTHERS” 


AUXILIARY  EMERGENCY  FUND 
COMMUNITY  SERVICE 
EDUCATION  AND  SCHOLARSHIPS 
FOREIGN  RELATIONS 
PAST  PRESIDENTS  PARLEY 


Mrs.  Earl  Franklin,  Jr.,  Chairman 
Mrs.  James  R.  Williams,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Helen  Adams,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Earl  Bigalow,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  L.  Parker,  Chairman 


GREETINGS  FROM  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  OTHER  ORGANIZATIONS 

GREETINGS  FROM  EIGHT  AND  FORTY  Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr. 

Le  Chapeau  National 
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WE  STRENGTHEN  OUR  OWN  ACHIEVEMENTS 


FINANCE 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 
LEADERSHIP  DEVELOPMENT 
MEMBERSHIP 

PRESENTATION  OF  GOAL  DEPARTMENT  PRESIDENTS 
REPORT  OF  RESOLUTIONS  COMMITTEE 


Mrs.  Harold  S.  Burdett,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Deverre  Harper,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Walter  Stolte,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Cuccaro, Chairman 

Miss  Frances  Goff,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Norton  H.  Pearl,  Vice  Chairman 
Mrs.  Arthur  F.  Owen,  Secretary 


RECESS  - 4:45  P.M. 


8:00  P.M. 

STATES  DINNER 

Minneapolis  Auditorium  and  Convention  Center 
Thursday,  August  21,  1975 


9:00  A.M. 


CALL  TO  ORDER  Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President 

INSTALLATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS,  1975-1976 

Mrs.  T.  G.  Chilton,  Past  National  President,  Installing  Officer 


PRESENTATION  OF  PIN  AND  RIBBON  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

By  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Parker,  Past  National  President 

PRESENTATION  OF  COLORS  TO  RETIRING  NATIONAL  PRESIDENT 

By  Mrs.  O.  L.  Roger,  Past  National  President 

BENEDICTION 

Mrs.  C.  Clark  Bonner,  Retiring  National  Chaplain 

RETIREMENT  OF  THE  COLORS 


ADJOURNMENT  OF  THE  CONVENTION 

Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  Retiring  National  President 


11:00  A.M. 

POST  CONVENTION  NATIONAL  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Gold  Room 

11:00  A.M. 

MEMBERSHIP  MEETING 
La  Salle  A 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  COMMITTEES 


NATIONAL  CONVENTION  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  James  E.  Starr 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  VICE  CHAIRMAN 

Mrs.  Harold  Goepferd 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  HONORARY 
CHAIRMEN 

Mrs.  Albin  C.  Carlson 
Mrs.  Lee  W.  Hutton 

NATIONAL  CONVENTION  SECRETARY 

Mrs.  William  Hedlund 


DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  John  Dokken,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Michas  Ohnstad,  Vice  Chairman 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS  TRANSPORTATION 

Mrs.  James  F.  Walker,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Don  Kienholz,  Vice  Chairman 

STATES  DINNER 

Mrs.  Howard  Cook,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Harold  Unze,  Vice  Chairman 
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PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS’  DINNER 

Mrs.  Gene  Lindquist,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Wilfred  Miller,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  OFFICERS’  DINNER 

Mrs.  Ida  Fancher,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Orland  Gregory,  Vice  Chairman 

NATIONAL  CHAIRMEN’S  LUNCHEON 

Mrs.  Urban  Ohrlein,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Warren  Hein,  Vice  Chairman 

RECEPTION  FOR  NATIONAL 
PRESIDENT  CANDIDATE 

Mrs.  Bradley  Jorgens,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Morris  Ramey,  Vice  Chairman 

RECEPTION  FOR  NATIONAL 
OFFICERS  CANDIDATES 

Mrs.  Pierce  J.  Clark,  Chairman 
Mrs.  John  Stephenson,  Vice  Chairman 

CENTRAL  DIVISION  CAUCUS 

Mrs.  William  R.  Mitchell,  Chairman 
Mrs.  E.  O.  Peterson,  Vice  Chairman 

EASTERN  DIVISION  CAUCUS 

Mrs.  Helen  Marie  Smith,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Lawrence  W.  Binger,  Vice  Chairman 

WESTERN  DIVISION  CAUCUS 

Mrs.  C.  J.  Paulson,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Harold  M.  Johnson,  Vice  Chairman 

SOUTHERN  DIVISION  CAUCUS 

Mrs.  Robert  Beckman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Glen  Dornfeld,  Vice  Chairman 

NORTHWESTERN  DIVISION  CAUCUS 

Mrs.  George  Nephew,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Robert  Shoquist,  Vice  Chairman 

PAGES 

Mrs.  Arthur  Stone,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Earl  V.  Anderson,  Vice  Chairman 

Mrs.  Dwight  Niles,  Member 

FLOWERS/CORSAGES 

Mrs.  Marvin  Stamness,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alfred  Barnes,  Vice  Chairman 

HALLS  AND  SEATING 

Mrs.  Raymond  Duffina,  Chairman 
Miss  Millie  Deschene,  Vice  Chairman 

STAGE  AND  HALL  DECORATIONS 

Mrs.  Conrad  Erickson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Thomas  Mattson,  Vice  Chairman 

GUEST  REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Edward  O.  Greene,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Bobbie  G.  Williams,  Vice  Chairman 

EXHIBITS 

Mrs.  Philip  K.  Olson,  Chairman 
Miss  Ruth  Berlin,  Vice  Chairman 

FLAG  REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Edwin  Cruzen,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Hans  Holm,  Vice  Chairman 


INFORMATION/LOST  AND  FOUND 

Mrs.  Lyle  Pearson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Werner  Schultz,  Vice  Chairman 


COURTESIES 

Mrs.  Robert  Beckman,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Glen  Dornfeld.  Vice  Chairman 

MUSIC  CONTESTS 

Mrs.  Thomas  McHale,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Naomi  Bell,  Vice  Chairman 


FIRST  AID 

Mrs.  Bernard  Thaisen,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Joe  Kloeckner,  Vice  Chairman 
Mrs.  Ray  Treichel,  Member 

EIGHT  AND  FORTY— MINNESOTA 

Mrs.  Howard  Popp,  Chapeau 

Mrs.  Alton  Hagen,  La  Secretaire  Caissiere 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Mrs.  Margaret  Lonergan,  Chairman 

PAST  NATIONAL  PRESIDENTS’ 

POST  CONVENTION  DINNER 

Mrs.  Harold  Goepferd,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Harry  Ehrman,  Vice  Chairman 


NATIONAL  OFFICERS’  POST 
CONVENTION  BREAKFAST 

Mrs.  William  Hedlund,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Edna  Pierson,  Vice  Chairman 


Great  place 

to  meet . . . marvelous  place 
to  eat,  drink  and  enjoy  yourself  after  the 
work-sessions!  Hear  the  Golden  Strings  at  The  Flame  Room,  meet 
the  crowd  at  The  Viking,  eat  Minnesota-style  and  enjoy  great  enter- 
tainment at  The  Lodge.  Try  your  basso  at  the  piano  at  Allee  Pigalle, 
join  the  fun  at  The  Haberdashery,  try  out  'round-the-world  food  at 
The  Seven  Markets.  There's  no  end  to  the  fun  at  The  Radisson  . . . 
the  warmhearted  hotel  that  always  makes  you  feel  right-at-home! 

radisson  hotel 
douintouin 


45  So.  7th  Street 
Mpls.,  Minn.  55402 
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1975  World  Series 
Rapid  City,  S.  Dakota 
August  28— September  1 


Tickets  Still  Available 


PLAN  AHEAD  FOR  76 


MANCHESTER,  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  invites  . . . 

YOU  to  Attend 

AMERICAN  LEGION 
BASEBALL’S 

1976  WORLD  SERIES 

September  2-6  Gill  Stadium 

Manchester,  New  Hampshire 
Write  Roger  Lanctot,  1429  Candia  Road 
Zip  Code  03103 

with  Ticket  and  Housing  Request  . . . 
DON’T  DELAY 


Looking  to  the  future 


The  Navy 

Building  on  a 
proud  tradition 


62 


AMERICAN-EUROPEAN  WAR  VETERANS 

GET-TOGETHER 

Sponsored  By 

Munich  Post  8,  The  American  Legion,  Department  of  France 

Welcome  Touristic  GMBH  and  Munich  Post  8 of  The  American  Legion  join  in  a cordial  invitation 
to  members  of  The  American  Legion,  the  Auxiliary  and  their  families  to  participate  in  a GALA 
FESTIVAL  and  FRIENDSHIP  GET-TOGETHER 

JUNE  25,  26  and  27,  1976 
in 

MUNICH,  WEST  GERMANY 


Departure  Dates  from  the  U.S.A. 
Arrival  Dates  back  to  the  U.S.A. 


June  20,  21,  and  22,  1976 
June  28,  29,  and  30,  1976 


Detailed  Information  May  Be  Obtained  During  The  National  Convention  At  Our  Booth  Located 
In  The  Minneapolis  Auditorium  and  Convention  Hall 

or 

By  Writing  To:  WELCOME  TOURISTIC  GMBH,  C/O  ESI  Travel  Inc. 

320  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.  19106 
Phone:  (215)  574-8282 

Price  Per  Person:  $579.00 

Price  Includes:  Roundtrip  Jet  Fare 

First  Class  Hotels  (Double  Occupancy-Seven  Nights) 

Full  American  Breakfast  Buffet 
Roundtrip  Transfer  Airport/Hotel 
3 Hours  City  Sight-seeing  Tour  of  Munich 
Roundtrip  Transfers  to  and  Meals  at  the 
Gala  Festivities  and  Banquets 

Also  Participating  in  the  Festivities  Will  Be  Members  of  the  British  Legion  and  French,  Austrian 
and  German  Veterans. 


Co-Sponsor: 

Dr.  Gustav  Graf  Von  Preysing,  President,  Bavarian  Veterans  Association 


Welcome 

TOUB/ST/C  GMBH 
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GET  TO  THEN  BEFORE  THE  STREET  DOES. 


NOW,  MORE  THAN  EVER,  when 
juvenile  delinquency  is  skyrocketing  every- 
where . . . 

. when  crimes  of  violence  by  youngsters 
far  outnumber  those  committed  by 
adults  . . . 

• when  teenage  street  gangs  are  again  on 
the  rise,  under  “street  smart”  leader- 
ship . . . 

• when  today’s  economy  makes  it  in- 
creasingly difficult  to  meet  the  needs 
of  youth  . . . 

NOW,  MORE  THAN  EVER,  it’s  vital  that 
all  concerned  Americans  join  a campaign 
Boys’  Clubs  of  America  have  conducted 
for  115  years  — offering  youngsters  posi- 
tive alternatives  to  violence  and  youth 
problems  through  practical  programs 
which  help  them  develop  into  responsible, 
responsive  citizens. 

Assured  of  the  invaluable  support  of  the 
American  Legion,  some  1,100  Boys’  Clubs 
across  the  country  will  continue  helping  a 
million  boys  who  need  it  most . . . NOW, 
MORE  THAN  EVER. 


Support  the  Boys' Clubs  of  America. 


In  November,  1775,  the  first  “few  good  men”  were 
assembled,  the  Marine  Corps  was  formed  and  the 
legend  was  born.  Ever  since,  the  deeds  of  one  genera- 
tion have  become  the  lore  of  the  next.  Alongside 
those  traditions  has  grown  a hard  earned  pride, 
which  binds  together  the  members  of  this  elite  mili- 
tary organization.  And  that  special  pride  awaits  the 
new  members. ..who  will  have  the  honor  of  earning  it 
during  the  200th  Anniversary  year  of  the  United 
States  Marine  Corps. 


For  recruiting  information  call  800-423-2600,  toll  free.  In  Cafifornia,  800-252-0241. 
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SALON  NATIONAL  LA  BOUTIQUE 
Des  Huit  Chapeaux  et  Quarante  Femmes 
54th  Annual  Marche  Nationale 


Dyckman  Hotel 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 
August  21,  22  and  23,  1975 

OFFICIAL  PROGRAM 


National  Officers 


Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr. 
Le  Chapeau  National 


REGISTRATION 


Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow 
Lm  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 


Dyckman  Hotel 

Saturday,  August  16,  1975 — Hunt  Room 2:00  P.M.  to  6:00  P.M 

Thursday,  August  21,  1975 — Emperor  Room 2:00  P.M.  to  6:00  P.M 

Friday,  August  22,  1975 — Josephine  Room 10:00  A.M.  to  1:30  P.M 

THURSDAY,  AUGUST  21,  1975 
PRE-MARCHE  COMMITTEE  MEETINGS 


CHILDREN  AND  YOUTH  and 
NATIONAL  JEWISH  HOSPITAL  LIAISON 

Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz  and 

Mrs.  John  Hadden,  Chairmen 

3:30  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M. — Josephine  Room 

CONSTITUTION  AND  BYLAWS 

Mrs.  Harry  Russell,  Chairman 
3:30  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M. — Mural  Room 

CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Fredrick  Hemphill,  Chairman 
2:30  P.M.  to  3:00  P.M. — Crown  Room 

L’ARCHIVISTE 

Mrs.  Charles  D.  Smith,  L’Archiviste 
Nationale 

2:30  P.M.  to  3:30  P.M. — Garden  Room 

L’AUMONIER 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  L’Aumonier 
National 

2:30  P.M.  to  3:30  P.M. — Mural  Room 


PARTNERSHIP 

Mrs.  Hy  Wayne,  Chairman 

2:30  P.M.  to  4:00  P.M. — Crown  Room 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  Eugene  LeCompte,  Chairman 
2:30  P.M.  to  3:00  P.M. — Josephine  Room 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Lester  Mack,  Chairman 

4:00  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M. — Crown  Room 

RITUAL  AND  EMBLEM 

Mrs.  Theodore  Allen,  Chairman 
3:30  P.M.  to  4:30  P.M. — Garden  Room 

RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  Ethel  Marsh.  Chairman 
2:30  P.M.  to  3:30  P.M. — Hunt  Room 
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SCHOLARSHIP  TROPHIES  AND  AWARDS 

Mrs.  Angeline  Powell,  Chairman  Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan,  Chairman 

3:30  P.M.  to  5:00  P.M. — Hunt  Room  2:30  P.M.  to  3:30  P.M. — Chinese  Room 

NOTE — Hours  for  display  Histories  and  Plaques  to  be 
posted  by  the  Chairman. 


PRE-MARCHE  POUVOIR 
Josephine  Room— 7:00  P.M. 

MEET  THE  CANDIDATES  RECEPTION 
CORONATION  BALLROOM— 10:00  P.M. 
FRIDAY,  AUGUST  22,  1975 
DIVISIONAL  BREAKFAST  AND  CAUCUS  8:30  A.M. 


Eastern  Division 

Central  Division 

Southern  Division.  . . . 

Northwestern  Division 
Western  Division  .... 

REHEARSAL— Les  Marechals  and  Pages 

Mrs.  Herman  Reimink,  La  Concierge  Nationale 
and  Mrs.  Barbara  Pfohl,  Chairman  of  Pages 
Regency  Ballroom — 11:00  A.M. 


Chateau  de  Paris  (Grand  Salon) 

Emperor  Room 

, Chateau  de  Paris  (Wine  Cellar) 

Chateau  de  Paris  (Cave) 

Hunt  Room 


LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

OPENING  SESSION— Regency  Ballroom— 1:30  P.M. 


PROCESSIONAL  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS, 
CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX  PASSES 
AND  DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  Howard  Popp,  La  Marche 
Chairman  presiding 

CALL  TO  ORDER 

Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Le  Chapeau  National 

INVOCATION 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  L’Aumonier  National 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

Led  by  Mrs.  Herman  Reimink,  La 
Concierge  Nationale 

THE  NATIONAL  ANTHEM 

Assembly 

FLANDERS  FIELD 

Mrs.  Charles  Grant,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National, 
Southern  Division 

AMERICA’S  ANSWER 

Mrs.  Osby  Martin,  Le  Demi  Chapeau  National, 
Central  Division 

ROLL  CALL 

Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow,  La  Secretaire-Caissiere 
Nationale 


READING  OF  CALL  TO  1975  MARCHE  NATIONALE 

READING  OF  THE  MINUTES  OF  1974  MARCHE 
NATIONALE 

GREETINGS: 

Mrs.  Howard  Popp,  La  Marche  Nationale 
Chairman 

Mrs.  James  Starr,  National  Convention  Chairman, 
American  Legion  Auxiliary 
The  Honorable  Albert  Hofstede,  Mayor,  City  of 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota 

Mr.  Norm  Arveson,  Department  Commander  of 
Minnesota,  The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  George  Nephew,  Department  President  of 
Minnesota,  American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Howard  Popp,  Le  Chapeau  Departemental  of 
Minnesota,  Eight  and  Forty 
Mr.  Donald  R.  Schroedl,  President,  1975 
Convention  Corporation  of  Minnesota, 

The  American  Legion 

PRESENTATION  OF  LES  DEMI  CHAPEAUX 
NATIONAUX  AND  INTRODUCTION  OF  LES 
CHAPEAUX  DEPARTEMENTAUX 

Mrs.  Garry  Dykstra,  Eastern  Division 
Mrs.  Osby  Martin,  Central  Division 
Mrs.  Charles  Grant,  Southern  Division 
Mrs.  Irving  Selmer,  Northwestern  Division 
Mrs.  Henry  X.  Medeiros,  Western  Division 
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INTRODUCTION  OF  CHAPEAUX 
NATIONAUX  PASSES 

Mrs.  Harry  Kehm 
Mrs.  Walter  Davol 
Mrs.  Albert  Pico 
Mrs.  Robert  N.  Haws 
Mrs.  Dee  P.  Davis 
Mrs.  Valentine  Delies 
Mrs.  Edsell  Swanner 
Mrs.  D.  A.  Craig 
Mrs.  Herman  C.  Edwards 
Mrs.  Otis  R.  Aaron 
Mrs.  Ray  A.  Stratton 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow 
Mrs.  Charles  E.  Titlow,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Mayro  Cox 
Mrs.  James  Michelet 
Mrs.  C.  P.  Andrew 
Mrs.  George  G.  Speir 
Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Voit 
Mrs.  A.  L.  LaVaque 
Mrs.  William  J.  McKinley 
Mrs.  Premo  O.  Kelly 
Mrs.  James  C.  Gleason 
Mrs.  T.  Clyde  Finley 
Mrs.  Jerome  E.  Allen 
Mrs.  James  A.  DeForce 
Mrs.  James  W.  Collins 
Miss  Dorothy  M.  Dolle 
Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry 
Mrs.  Michael  Suvak 


RESPONSE 

Mrs.  Michael  Suvak,  Le  Chapeau  National  Passe 


REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 

Rules  and  Order  Mrs.  Ethel  Marsh,  Chairman 
Credentials  Mrs.  Fredrick  Hemphill,  Chairman 
Permanent  Organization— Mrs.  Eugene  I.eCompte, 
Chairman 

NOMINATION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
for  1975-1976  • 

REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 

Le  Chapeau  National,  Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr. 
La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale 
Mrs.  Robert  C.  Snow 

L’Avocate  Nationale,  Mrs.  James  A.  DeForce 
La  Concierge  Nationale,  Mrs.  Herman  Reimink 
The  Hat  Box  Editor,  Mrs.  James  W.  Collins 

PRESENTATION  OF  LES  MARECHALS 

Mrs.  Anna  L.  Odell 
Mrs.  Louis  Carellas 


PRESENTATION  OF  PAGES 

Mrs.  Barbara  Pfohl.  Chairman 


Miss  Frances  Thomas 
Mrs.  Helene  Schaefer 
Mrs.  Thomas  Pickerelli 
Mrs.  Helen  McNichols 


Mrs.  Ted  Stone 
Mrs.  Mary  Ada  Heitz 
Mrs.  Carmen  Smith 
Mrs.  Grace  Harris 


PRESENTATION  OF  PERSONAL  PAGES 

To  Le  Chapeau  National— Mrs.  George  Lennon 
and  Mrs.  Huston  Hodges 

To  La  Secretaire-Caissiere  Nationale— Mrs.  Edward 
Clough 

Recess 


LA  MARCHE  SESSION 


Friday,  August  22, 

INVOCATION 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale  L’Aumonier  National 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 

PRESENTATION  OF  LOCAL  MARCHE 

COMMITTEE 

Mrs.  Howard  Popp,  Chairman 

GREETINGS 

Mr.  James  Wagonseller,  National  Commander, 

The  American  Legion 
Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  National  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Alan  Schanel,  National  Vice  President, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Miss  Doris  Anderson,  National  Secretary, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Mrs.  Myner  Freeman,  National  Treasurer, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 

REPORT  OF  STANDING  COMMITTEES 

AND  INTRODUCTION  OF  AREA  CHAIRMEN 

Children  and  Youth,  Mrs.  Ronald  Aichholz, 

Chairman 


1975—7:30  P.M. 

GREETINGS — Mr.  Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr., 

National  Children  and  Youth  Chairman. 

The  American  Legion 

GREETINGS — Mrs.  Alvin  Moltzen,  National 
Chairman  of  Children  and  Youth, 

American  Legion  Auxiliary 
Constitution  and  Bylaws,  Mrs.  Harry  Russell, 

Chairman 

Finance,  Mrs.  George  A.  Gould,  Chairman 
Partnership,  Mrs.  Hy  Wayne,  Chairman 
Scholarship,  Mrs.  Angeline  Powell,  Chairman 
Ritual  and  Emblem,  Mrs.  Theodore  Allen,  Chairman 
Trophies  and  Awards,  Miss  Julia  V.  Mullan.  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE 
FOR  HANDBOOK 

Mrs.  William  J.  Staley,  Chairman 

REPORT  OF  L’ARCHIVISTE  NATIONALE 

Mrs.  Charles  D.  Smith 

Recess 
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LA  MARCHE  SESSION 
Saturday,  August  23,  1975—8:30  A.M. 


IN  MEMORIAM 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale,  L’Aumonier 
National 

Memorial  Service 


Prelude Mrs.  Melvin  Goode 

Processional Chapeaux  Nationaux  Passes 

Prayer Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale 


“Beautiful  Isle  of  Somewhere” 

Mrs.  Paul  McDonald,  Soloist 

Tribute  to  All  Deceased  Partners 

Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr. 

Tribute  to  Departed  Partners  1974-1975 

Eastern  Division Mrs.  Garry  Dykstra 

Central  Division Mrs.  Osby  A.  Martin 

Southern  Division Mrs.  Charles  Grant 

Northwestern  Division  . . . Mrs.  Irving  B.  Selmer 
Western  Division  Mrs.  Henry  X.  Medeiros 

“Crossing  the  Bar” 

The  Lord’s  Prayer 

Assembly,  led  by  Mrs.  Paul  McDonald 

Recessional 

PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 


REPORT  OF  L’AUMONIER  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  Sherman  Lansdale 

REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 

Credentials-  Mrs.  Frederick  Hemphill 
Resolutions  -Mrs.  Lester  Mack 
Registration— -Mrs.  Kenneth  Pugh 

ELECTION  OF  NATIONAL  OFFICERS 
FOR  1975-1976 

ADDRESS 

Mr.  Richard  N.  Bluestein,  Executive  Vice  President, 
National  Jewish  Hospital  and  Research  Center, 
Denver,  Colorado 

REPORT  OF  JUDGE  OF  ELECTION 

Mrs.  Arlene  Downing 

RATIFICATION  OF  ELECTION  OF  LES  DEMI 
CHAPEAUX  NATIONAUX 

UNFINISHED  BUSINESS 
SONG  FEST 

Mrs.  Melvin  K.  Goode,  La  Marche 
Nationale  Musicienne 

PRESENTATION  OF  NEWLY  ELECTED  OFFICERS 
FOR  1975-1976 

Recess 


POST-MARCHE  POUVOIR 
Saturday,  August  23,  1975 

Immediately  following  Saturday  A.M.  Session 


LA  MARCHE  NATIONALE  BANQUET 
Saturday,  August  23,  1975  Regency  Room  6:30  P.M. 

No  Host  Reception  — 6:30  P.M. 

Dinner  — 7:30  P.M. 

Entertainment 

Installation  of  Officers  for  1975-1976 
Presentation  to  Le  Chapeau  National  Passe  Pin 
To  Mrs.  Lawrence  D.  Hunt,  Sr. 

By  Mrs.  James  W.  Collins 
Retirement  of  Colors 
Adjournment 


68 


SPECIAL  MARCHE  COMMITTEES 


CREDENTIALS 

Mrs.  Fredrick  Hemphill,  Wyoming,  Chairman 

Mrs.  Carl  Standriff,  Ohio 

Mrs.  Ethel  Bossman,  South  Dakota 

DISTINGUISHED  GUESTS 

Mrs.  Lucien  J.  Landry,  Louisiana,  Chairman 

Miss  Dorothy  M.  Dolle 

Mrs.  Joseph  Voit 

Mrs.  A.  L.  LaVaque 

Mrs.  William  J.  McKinley 

Mrs.  Jerome  E.  Allen 

Mrs.  James  C.  Gleason 

Mrs.  Herman  C.  Edwards 

Mrs.  James  Michelet 

JUDGE  OF  ELECTION 

Mrs.  Arlene  Downing,  Oregon 

LES  MARECHALS 

Mrs.  Anna  Odell,  Wyoming 
Mrs.  Louis  Carellas,  New  Mexico 

PAGES 

Mrs.  Barbara  Pfohl,  Florida,  Chairman 
Miss  Frances  Thomas,  Alabama 
Mrs.  Helene  Schaefer,  Connecticut 
Mrs.  Thomas  Pickerelli,  New  Jersey 
Mrs.  Helen  McNichols,  Nebraska 
Mrs.  Thelma  Stone,  New  Hampshire 
Mrs.  Mary  Ada  Heitz,  Kentucky 
Mrs.  Carmen  Smith,  Arizona 
Mrs.  Grace  Harris,  Michigan 


PAGES  TO  LE  CHAPEAU  NATIONAL 

Mrs.  George  Lennon,  Michigan 
Mrs.  Huston  Hodges,  Michigan 

PAGE  TO  LA  SECRETAIRE-CAISSIERE 
NATIONALE 

Mrs.  Edward  Clough,  District  of  Columbia 

PERMANENT  ORGANIZATION 

Mrs.  Maxine  LeCompte,  Vermont,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Norma  Hansen,  Wisconsin 
Mrs.  Lillian  McKay,  Nevada 

REGISTRATION 

Mrs.  Louise  Pugh,  Oregon,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Pauline  Smith,  Illinois 
Mrs.  Alberta  Turbak,  Arkansas 

RESOLUTIONS 

Mrs.  Blanche  Mack,  Missouri,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Vera  Caganek,  New  York 
Mrs.  Ruth  Parenti,  Montana 

RULES  AND  ORDER 

Mrs.  Ethel  Marsh,  California,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Marie  Makielski,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Emma  Shortsleeve,  Virginia 

TELLERS 

Mrs.  Dorothye  Brockelmann,  California 
Mrs.  Caroline  Kremposky,  Pennsylvania 
Mrs.  Eva  Norris,  Indiana 
Mrs.  Joyce  Chretien,  Massachusetts 

LA  MUSICIENE 

Mrs.  Melvin  K.  Goode,  Indiana 


1975  MARCHE  NATIONALE  LOCAL  CHAIRMEN 


General  Chairman 

Mrs.  Howard  Popp 

Co-Chairman 

Mrs.  Alton  Hagen 

Aide  to  Le  Chapeau  National 

Mrs.  E.J.  Mattsfield 

Aide  to  La  Secretaire  Nationale 

Mrs.  Melburn  Henke 

Aide  to  L’Aumonier  National 

Mrs.  Norman  Gullickson 

Badges  and  Reservations 

Mrs.  E.J.  Mattsfield 

Banquet 

Mrs.  Howard  Popp,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Alton  Hagen,  Co-Chairman 


Candidates  Reception 

Mrs.  Homer  Peterson 

Decorations 

Mrs.  Homer  Peterson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  W.D.  Wixcey,  Co-Chairman 

Entertainment 

Mrs.  Arnold  Klawitter 

First  Aid  and  Information 

Mrs.  Datlof  Weseloh 
Mrs.  Fred  Martin 

Halls  and  Seating 

Mrs.  Henry  Monkemeier 

Aide  to  Trophy  Display 

Mrs.  Donald  Krasean 
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AGENDA 

4TH  NATIONAL  CONVENTION 
SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


Registration  Friday,  August  15  and  Saturday, 

August  16,  Avenues  5,  Lower 
Level  Holiday  Inn-Downtown. 

Convention  Committees  will  meet  on  Friday,  August  15  in  the 
Avenues  5 Room.  The  time  will  be  posted  at  the  Registration  Desk. 

National  Executive  Com Friday,  Aug.  15,  1975 

(Pre-Convention  Meeting)  Avenues  5 Room,  7:00  p.m. 

4th  National  Convention  Saturday,  Aug.  16,  1975 

(Opening  Session)  9:00  a.m.  Arcade  Ballroom,  Lower  Level 

Presiding  Officer  National  SAL  Commander 

Gregory  D.  Reis,  Illinois 


Presentation  of  Colors  - Joliet  Squadron  1284,  Illinois 
Invocation 
Preamble 

Re-establishment  of  Committees 
Any  other  business 
Benediction 
Recess* 

4th  National  Convention  Sunday,  Aug.  17,  1975 

Arcade  Ballroom,  9:00  a.m. 


Presentation  of  Colors 

Invocation 

Preamble 

Reports  of  Convention  Committees 

New  Business 

Presentations 

For  the  Good  of  the  SAL 

Appointment  by  National  Commander  Reis  of  Judge  of 
Elections  and  tellers 

Nomination  of  National  Officers  for  1975-76 

Election  of  National  Officers  for  1975-76 
National  Commander 
(5)  Five  National  Vice  Commanders 
National  Chaplain 

Installation  of  National  Officers 
Acceptance  Speeches 
Any  other  business 
Benediction 
Adjournment 

National  Executive  Com.  Sunday,  August  17,  1975 

(Post-Convention  Meeting)  Arcade  Ballroom  - - Immediately 

following  conclusion  of  National 
Convention 

Presiding  Officer  Newly  elected  National  SA.L 

Commander 


Gregory  Reis 
(Illinois) 

National  Commander 


Terry  R.  Kelley 
(Colorado) 
Nat'l.  Vice  Cmdr. 


John  Sherrard 
(California) 

Nat’l  Vice  Cmdr. 


John  E.  Webster 
(Wisconsin) 

Nat’l  Vice  Cmdr. 


James  F.  Jackson 
(Pennsylvania) 

Nat’l.  Vice  Cmdr. 


Introduction  of  newly  elected  Vice  Commanders  and  Chaplain 

Appointment  of  National  Adjutant 
National  Judge  Advocate 
National  Historian 
National  Sergeant-at-Arms* 


Appointment  of  National  Committees  for  1975-76 
New  Business 
Unfinished  Business 
Adjournment 

American  Legion 
Natl.  Convention  Parade 


(National  Commander  nominates  and  NEC  approves) 
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.Sunday,  2:00  p.m. 
August  17,  1975 


SONS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 


. nes  R.  Hartman,  Jr. 
(Maryland) 

H ul  Commander  1973-74 


Robert  H.  Faust 
(California) 

Nat'l  Cmdr.  1972-73 


John  Smoiinsky 
(Massachusetts) 

Chairman  1972 


J.  Richard  Stillwell 
(Illinois) 

Chairman  1970-71 


Michael  Seaton 
(California) 

Chairman  1968 


Richard  J.  Kepler 
(Florida) 

National  Judge  Advocate 


Daniel  M.  Harper 
(California) 

NECman 


Fred  Hartline 
(Ohio) 

NECman 


John  H.  Pearcy 
(Connecticut) 

NECman 


Francis  Herbes,  Jr. 
(Minnesota) 

NECman 


Charles  H.  Boschert 
(Missouri) 

NECman 


Anthony  Carter 
(New  Jersey) 

NECman 


Michael  Ballard, 
(New  York) 

NECman 


Donald  Reis 
(Illinois) 

NECman 


Donald  Nielsen 
(Illinois) 

Alternate  NECman 


Charles  E.  Gannon 
(Maryland) 

NECman 


Bill  Stephens 
(Indiana) 

National  Chaplain 


Grant  M.  Jamieson 
(Michigan) 
National  Historian 


Kenneth  Nerkowski 
(Connecticut) 

Alternate  NECman 


Kent  Breedlove 
(Indiana) 

National  Adjutant 
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We  may  not  have  a draft , 
but  we  still  have  a need. 

As  you  know,  we  need  good,  young  people  who  want  to  serve  their  Country.  We  need  some 
to  serve  it  in  the  United  States  Army. 

Army  life  is  not  for  everyone,  though.  It’s  not  meant  to  be.  It  means  getting  up  early.  Working 
hard  all  day.  And  giving  up  3 or  4 years,  at  an  age  when  3 or  4 years  seems  like  a long  time. 

We  won’t  change  that.  Nor  the  discipline,  the  regulations,  or  some  of  the  other  things  that 
may  not  appeal  to  everyone.  We  need  young  people  who  want  to  be  soldiers.  Not  those  looking  for 
an  easy  way  out. 

But  the  things  we  have  changed  will  make  today’s  Army  more  attractive  to  the  type  of  people 
we’re  looking  for.  Today  we  have  better  educational  opportunities.  Better  job  training.  Better  pay. 

And  better  travel  choices. 

Yet,  we  believe  the  most  attractive  benefits  to  be  gained  from  service  in  the  Army  are  still 
the  old-fashioned  ones.  Maturity.  Self-confidence.  And,  most  importantly,  the  chance  to  serve  our 
Country. 

If  you  know  some  young  men  and  women  you  think  will  measure  up,  tell  them  about  us. 

They  may  be  better  people  for  it.  And  we  a better  Army. 

For  more  information,  send  for  our  free  booklet  called,  “Today’s  Army.  A meaningful 
alternative  for  young  people”  Write  to  Army  Opportunities,  Dept.  6AN,  P.O.  Box  5510,  Philadelphia, 

PA  19143.  Or  call  800-523-5000,  toll  free,  anytime.  In  Pennsylvania,  call  800-362-5696. 

Join  the  people 
who’ve  joined  the  Army. 


You  have  a stake  in  «as  an  American  citizen 

•AS  A LEGIONNAIRE 
•AS  A TAXPAYER 
•AS  A PARENT 
•AS  A STUDENT 
•AS  AN  EMPLOYER 


Sponsor  The  American  Legion 
ROTC  Achievement  Program 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION,  WRITE: 

NATIONAL  SECURITY  DIV. 

1608  K STREET  NW 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20006 
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HISTORY-ORGANIZATION-PROGRAMS 


AMERICAN  LEGION 
EXTENSION 
INSTITUTE 


Six  Monthly  Lessons 


1—  History  and  Organization. 

2 —  Service  Divisions  and  Sections. 

3 — Americanism  and  Children  & Youth  Programs. 

4—  Veterans  Affairs  — Rehabilitation  and  Economic 
Programs. 

5 —  Legislative  Program  and  Public  Relations. 

6—  National  Security  and  Foreign  Relations  Programs. 


Enrollment  Instructions 


Enroll  Now  For 
30th  Term 

The  challenges  of  tomorrow — the  accomplishments  that 
can  bring  even  greater  glory  to  The  American  Legion  await 
the  competent  decisions  and  sincere  actions  of  capable 
Legionnaires  in  their  respective  communities.  In  order  to 
perform  their  specific  duties  to  the  best  of  their  ability. 
Legion  leaders  must  fully  understand  The  American 
Legion — its  history,  its  accomplishments,  its  structure,  its 
programs,  and,  especially,  how  it  functions  today. 

The  American  Legion  Extension  Institute  will  give  this 
basic  knowledge  of  our  organization.  A home  study  plan,  the 
course  consists  of  six  monthly  lessons.  Students  check  their 
own  progress  by  a series  of  questions  at  the  end  of  each 
lesson. 

Students  will  complete  the  final  examination  and  return  it 
to  National  Headquarters  for  grading.  Students  passing  the 
final  examination  will  receive  a certificate  of  graduation. 
Legionnaire  and  SAL  graduates  will  receive  a colorful  blue 
and  gold  mortarboard  cap  patch.  Auxiliary  graduates  will 
receive  an  attractive  mortarboard  pin  and  chain  which  they 
may  attach  to  their  Auxiliary  pin. 


Tuition 


1 to  3 enrollments $5.00  each 

4 or  more  enrollments 

(on  one  application) $4.00  each 


1.  Use  the  handy  enrollment  application  form  on  this 
page.  If  you  have  more  applications  for  enrollment,  type  or 
print  the  requested  information  for  the  additional  enrollees 
on  a plain  sheet  of  paper  and  attach  it  to  the  application 
form. 

2.  Be  sure  to  fill  out  the  application  form  completely.  It  is 
important  that  you  include  the  membership  card  number 
and  post  or  unit  number  of  each  enj-ollee! 

3.  Make  all  remittances  payable  to  National  Treasurer, 
The  American  Legion. 

4.  Mail  the  application  and  remittance  through  your 
Department  Headquarters  or  to: 

American  Legion  Extension  Institute 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206 

5.  Mail  your  enrollment  application  as  promptly  as 
possible.  National  Headquarters  will  accept  enrollments  in 
the  thirtieth  term  of  the  Extension  Institute  through 
November  1,  1975. 


To:  American  Legion  Extension  Institute 

P.  O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Ind.  46206 

APPLICATION— 30th  TERM 

Name 

(Last)  (First)  (Middle) 

Address 

City  State 

Zip  Code Post  No 

Card  No. Unit  No 
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Meet  1975's 
NOW  Team 


Norman  J.  Arveson 
★ 

Minnesota 


Carroll  B.  Fields 
★ 

Louisiana 


Carleton  J.  Likness 
★ 

North  Dakota 


James  W.  White 

Howard  J.  Henrichsen 

O.  A.  Benton 

Donald  S.  Houser 

Edward  S.  Phillips,  Sr. 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

★ 

Texas 

Ohio 

Wyoming 

Virginia 

Delaware 

Charles  L.  Decker 


Iowa 


Clarence  M.  Bacon 


★ 

Maryland 


Charles  Singleton 
★ 

Nebraska 


Allen  K.  Buttke 
★ 

New  Mexico 


M.  D.  Herzbrun 
★ 

West  Virginia 


Melvin  Simon 
★ 

Vermont 


Henry  Powell,  Jr. 

Florida 


Donald  Clarke 
★ 

South  Dakota 


Marvin  H.  Brook 
★ 

Nevada 


Irving  Halpern 
★ 

Arizona 
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Dr.  Samuel  L.  Shaver 

North  Carolina 


Milo  Newer,  Jr. 
★ 

Michigan 


Richard  W.  Snyder 
★ 

Pennsylvania 


Earl  M.  Cherry 

Arkansas 


Charles  S.  Boehm 
★ 

Indiana 


These  Department  Commanders  played  a major  role  in  the 
membership  success  enjoyed  by  The  American  Legion  this  year. 
They  qualified  for  National  Commander  James  M. 
Wagonseller's  “NOW  Team"  by  leading  their  respective 
Departments  to  the  attainment  of  TOO  or  more  points  under  a 
scoring  system  set  up  by  the  National  Membership  and  Post 
Activities  Committee.  Points  were  earned  by  meeting  specified 
membership  goals  during  the  year  and  by  chartering  new 
American  Legion  Posts.  Those  Commanders  identified  with  a 
star  ( ★ ) are  "Gold  Cup  Commanders"  whose  Departments  went 
over  their  1974  membership  totals  by  30  days  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  National  Convention. 


Carl  J.  Eiovitz 
★ 

Kentucky 


Darrell  A.  Loveland 
★ 

Utah 


David  C.  Bryan,  Jr. 

South  Carolina 


Henry  F.  Renard 

Wisconsin 


Gene  Colasacco 

Oklahoma 


Verne  Schmitt 
★ 

Kansas 


Frank  H.  Bragg,  Jr. 
★ 

New  Hampshire 


Melvin  Hudson 

Alabama 


Donald  L.  Stone 

Maine 


John  E.  Sapen 

Mississippi 


Edward  G.  Stack 


Oregon 


John  D.  Holmes 

France 
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MUSICAL  SPECTACULAR 

American  Legion  uniformed  groups  returned  to  National 
Competition  with  vigor  at  last  year’s  National  Convention  in 
Miami  Beach  following  an  absence  of  one  year  from  The 
American  I.egion  National  Convention  scene  when 
transportation  and  housing  problems  precluded  uniformed 
groups  participation  in  the  Hawaii  National  Convention. 
The  program  will  be  at  7 p.m.,  Saturday,  Aug.  16,  at  Parade 
Stadium. 

The  only  event  of  the  National  Convention  that  is  open  to 
the  general  public  at  an  admission  cost,  the  Musical 
Spectacular  is  the  national  championship  performance  of 
the  Senior  and  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  sponsored  by 
The  American  Legion.  Admission  is  $3.50  for  reserved  seats 
on  the  concert  side  of  the  field  and  $2.50  for  general  admis- 
sion. 

Musical  Spectacular  are  truly  descriptive  words  for  this 
thrilling  music  and  precision  marching  performance  which  is 
the  epitome  of  patriotic  pageantry.  The  heartland  of 
America  also  is  a stronghold  of  uniformed  groups,  and  it  is 
expected  that  competition  will  be  keen  in  Minneapolis. 

Finalists  for  the  Musical  Spectacular  are  selected  from  the 
highest  scoring  Junior  and  Senior  units  as  determined  by 
preliminary  competition  in  the  Convention  City,  and  the 
national  champions  in  both  the  Junior  and  Senior  competi- 
tion will  be  determined  in  the  evening  competition,  regard- 
less of  preliminary  scores. 

Preliminary  contests,  and  finals  for  all  categories  of  uni- 


formed groups  competition  will  be  conducted  in 
Minneapolis  on  Friday,  Saturday  and  Sunday,  Aug.  15,  16 
and  17,  and  national  champions  will  be  crowned  not  only  in 
Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  but  in  Bands,  Color  Guards,  Firing 
Squads  and  Choruses  and  Quartets. 

All  National  Champions,  in  all  categories  will  receive  their 
awards  from  American  Legion  National  Commander  James 
M.  Wagonseller,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  performances  at  Minneapolis’ 
Parade  Stadium. 


An  older  photo  shows  the  Joliet  Legion  Band,  of  Post  No. 
1284,  Joliet,  Illinois  and  was  then  known  as  the  A.  R. 
McAllister  Memorial  Band  of  Post  1284.  The  Joliet  Legion 
Band  is  again  the  defending  American  Legion  National 
Championship  Senior  Band  although  its  appearance  and 
personnel  may  differ  somewhat  from  shown  in  this  picture, 
the  organizational  structure  that  produced  these  National 
Championship  aggregations  is  that  of  Joliet  Post  1284. 


The  Hawthorne  Caballeros,  of  Post  199,  Hawthorne,  N.J.,  of  The  American  Legion.  Many  times  Legion  National 

are  the  National  Champion  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  Champions,  they  regained  the  title  last  year  with  a stirring 

performance  climaxing  the  1974  Musical  Spectacular. 
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Another  highlight  of  the  evening  will  be  the  presentation 
of  two  new  Ford  automobiles  being  awarded  by  the  Sea- 
grams Posts  of  The  American  Legion  for  the  29th  consecu- 
tive year.  American  Legionnaires  and  members  of  the  Aux- 
iliary whose  dues  are  current  are  eligible  for  the  Ford  draw- 
ings. 

Defending  American  Legion  National  Champions  from 
among  Uniformed  Groups  competing  at  last  year’s  National 
Convention  in  Miami,  Fla.,  are:  Senior  Drum  and  Bugle 
Corps,  Hawthorne  Caballeros,  Post  119,  Hawthorne,  N.J.; 
Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  Philadelphia  P.A.L.  Club, 
Post  396,  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Senior  Color  Guard,  Jersey 
Chevrons,  Post  40,  Ridgefield  Park,  N.J.;  Junior  Color 


Guard,  Scarlet  Cadets,  Post  299,  Belleville,  N.J.;  and.  Senior 
Band,  Joliet  Legion  Band,  Post  1284,  Joliet,  III. 

Also:  Junior  Concert  Band,  Legion  Kadets,  Vigo  County 
Council,  Terre  Haute,  Ind.;  Junior  Field  Band,  Westbrook 
High  School  Band,  Post  197,  Westbrook,  Maine;  Junior 
Drill  Team,  Rangercttes,  Post  610,  Brook  Park,  Ohio; 
Chorus,  Singing  Legionnaires,  Post  15,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D., 
and.  Quartet,  the  Frontiersmen,  Post  15,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D. 


The  Singing  Legionnaires,  of  Sioux  Falls  Post  No.  15, 
defending  National  Championship  American  Legion 
Chorus,  can  also  march.  Here  they  break  into  song  along  the 
parade  route  as  they  approach  the  reviewing  stand  at  the 
1974  American  Legion  National  Convention. 


Representatives  of  the  1974-75  American  Legion  National 
Championship  Junior  Drill  Team,  the  Rangerettes, 
sponsored  by  Post  610,  Brook  Park,  Ohio,  receive  their 
championship  awards  from  then  National  Commander 
Robert  E.  L.  Eaton  (right),  and  James  S.  Whitfield, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Legion's  Indianapolis  National 
Headquarters. 


The  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps  sponsored  by 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Post  396,  the  defending  American  Legion 
National  Champion  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  is 


shown  here  during  their  winning  performance  at  the  1974 
American  Legion  National  Convention  Musical  Spectacular 
in  Miami's  Dade  Community  College  Stadium. 
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The  American  Legion  Salutes  Outstanding 
Students  At  Military  Academies 

1975 


National  Vice  Commander  Donald  H.  Jeffery  of  Penn- 
sylvania presents  The  American  Legion  Award  to  George  A. 
Capacci,  Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  of  the  United  States  Coast 
Guard  Academy. 


Midshipman  George  W.  Croner,  Fairview  Village,  Penn- 
sylvania receives  The  American  Legion  Award  at  the  United 
States  Naval  Academy.  National  Vice  Commander  Jay  E. 
Harville  of  Tennessee  presents  the  award. 


Cadet  William  K.  Davis,  Downey,  California  of  the  United 
States  Air  Force  Academy  receives  The  American  Legion 
Award  from  National  Vice  Commander  Jack  W.  Flynt  of 

Texas. 


Cadet  Paul  S.  Schaefer  of  Buffalo,  New  York  is  the  recipient 
oj  The  American  Legion  Award  at  the  United  States  Mili- 
tary Academy.  National  Vice  Commander  Boyd  H.  Clemens 
of  North  Dakota  makes  the  presentation. 
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Help  The  Legion  Leave 

WHAT’S  IT 
ALL  ABOUT? 

It’s  all  about  the  Bicentennial  year  and  the  exciting  chapter  in  history  The  American  Legion  will  write  during  our  great  nation’s  200th 
birthday  celebration. 

It’s  all  about  the  casting  of  a new  “Freedom  Bell”  twice  the  size  of  our  Liberty  Bell . . . given  to  the  nation  by  the  Legion,  its  auxiliary 
and  affiliated  organizations  on  behalf  of  the  children  of  America. 

It  all  began  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  March  5,  1975,  when  the  official  announcement  was  made  at  the  National  Commander’s  Banquet. 
In  April,  1975,  the  bell  was  placed  aboard  the  “American  Freedom  Train”  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and  there,  with  some  of  the 
nation’s  most  cherished  historical  artifacts,  began  their  twenty-one  month  journey  through  forty-eight  states  and  to  seventy-six  great 
American  cities. 

The  journey  for  the  Freedom  Bell  will  end  in  Washington,  D.C.,  December,  1976,  where  it  will  be  permanently  enshrined  and  noted 
that  The  American  Legion  did,  in  1976,  “leave  a legend”  for  the  generations  of  Americans  present . . . and  the  generations  to  come. 


a Legend! 


Financial  Goal 

The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  are 
committed  to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  underwrite  the  casting  of 
the  Freedom  Bell,  with  any  additional  funds  that  might  be 
realized  to  go  toward  the  building  of  a structure  to  permanently 
house  the  Bell  in  the  nation’s  capital. 


Donations 

Donations  in  any  amount  are  acceptable.  Donations  may  be 
consolidated  at  the  Post  level  or  sent  directly  to  National  Head- 
quarters. Make  checks  payable  to  “The  American  Legion 
Freedom  Bell,”  and  forward  to  the  Treasurer,  The  American 
Legion,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis,  Indiana  46206. 
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THE 
US.  AIll  FORCE 

a Vigilant -Vital -Volunteer  Team 


In  Appreciation 


Lt.  Colonel  R.  T.  Carlson 

Department  of  Defense 
Coordinator 


R.  L.  Carroll 

Assistant  Department  of 
Defense  Coordinator 


The  1975  National  Convention  Corporation  of  The  American  Legion  expresses  appreciation  and  thanks  to  Lt.  Colonel  R. 
T.  Carlson,  R.  L.  Carroll  and  Service  Project  Officers  for  their  cooperation  and  contributions  to  the  success  of  the  57th  Annual 
National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion. 


PROGRAM  MANAGEMENT  AND  THE  VETERANS  AFFAIRS 
AND  REHABILITATION  PROGRAM 


The  Program  Management  Section  of  the  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Division  does  not,  by  its  title,  im- 
mediately reveal  its  purpose  and  function.  Its  work  is  made 
necessary  by  the  extent  and  the  complexity  The  American 
Legion’s  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Program  has 
assumed  through  years  of  development. 

Although  “rehabilitation”  originally  referred  to  the 
mental,  physical  and  vocational  restoration  of  those  who 
were  disabled  by  reason  of  active  duty  in  time  of  war,  the 
word  has  come  to  encompass  a more  comprehensive  service, 
including  matters  of  economics,  legislation,  employment 
and  vocational  training,  as  well  as  the  social  and  general  wel- 
fare of  all  veterans  and  their  dependents.  The  expansion  of 
the  Legion’s  program  created  additional  responsibilities  for 
the  staff,  and  the  need  for  an  office  whose  function  would  be 
to  make  certain  that  the  entire  Veterans  Affairs  and  Re- 
habilitation Program  would  be  satisfactorily  executed.  The 
Program  Management  Section  is  charged  with  this  respon- 
sibility. It  answers  to  the  Director  for  the  administrative  pro- 
cessing of  all  resolutions  and  registry  matters  referred  to  the 
Commission.  (It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  approved 
resolutions  reach  the  Commission  via  two  routes  — through 
the  National  Conventions  and  through  the  National 
Executive  Committee). 

The  Program  Management  Section  supervises  the 
development  of  background  material  for  each  resolution,  to 
be  used  by  the  Commission  and  the  Convention  Committee 
in  formulating  recommendations  for  the  disposition  of  all 
resolutions.  When  resolutions  are  adopted  and  thus  become 


Members  of  the  Program  Management  Section  are  shown 
above,  left  to  right,  Robert  E.  Lyngh,  Deputy  Director;  Sylvia 
Salaz,  Secretary,  and  T.M.  Schneiders,  Chief,  Information  & 
Research. 

mandates  of  the  National  Organization,  the  Program 
Management  Section  monitors  their  implementation, 
whether  this  is  by  legislative  or  administrative  action.  It  also 
monitors  disposition  of  all  referred  resolutions,  whether  this 
is  by  staff  study,  or  by  referral  to  the  Veterans 
Administration. 

To  do  its  work,  the  Section  must  maintain  logs  and  back- 
ground files  on  all  resolutions  that  are  active  in  the  Veterans 
Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Program. 

In  summary,  the  Legion’s  Veterans  Affairs  and  Re- 
habilitation Program  has  become  complicated  to  develop 
and  to  maintain.  The  Program  Management  Section 
functions  to  see  that  this  most  important  program  continues 
to  work  for  the  welfare  of  veterans  and  their  dependents. 
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Parade  Information 


The  American  Legion  57th  National  Convention 


DATE: 

Sunday,  August  17,  1975 


TIME: 


2:00  P.M. 


FORMATION  AREA: 

See  map 


ROUTE: 

On  Marquette  Avenue  from 
13th  to  5th  Street 
to  Portland  Avenue 


DISBANDING  AREA: 

On  Portland  Avenue  north 
and  south  from 
5th  Street 


REVIEWING  STAND: 

Curbside  south  side  of 
5th  Street  front  of 
Government  Center 


— —PARADE  ROUTE 
xxx  —FORMATION  AREA 
RS  —REVIEWING  STAND 
• • —DISBANDING  AREA 
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PARADE  ORDER 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  CONVENTION  PARADE 

Sunday,  August  17,  1975 


2:00  P.M. 


PARADE  CHAIRMAN 

PARADE  VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Michael  F.  Jordan 

Harry  W.  Wilson 

1016  2nd  Avenue,  South 

4030  15th  Avenue,  South 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55403 

Minneapolis,  Minnesota  55407 

HONORARY  MARSHALS 

Honorable  Wendell  R.  Anderson 

John  Jensen 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Minnesota 

Police  Chief 

City  of  Minneapolis 

Clarence  Nimmerfroh 

Honorable  Albert  J.  Hofstede 

Fire  Chief 

Mayor  of  the  City  of  Minneapolis 

City  of  Minneapolis 

GRAND  MARSHAL 

Rear  Admiral  Stanley  J.  Anderson,  USN 
Commander  Submarine  Group  6 
U.S.  Naval  Base 
Charleston,  SC  29408 


HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton 
4921  Essex  Avenue 
Chevy  Chase,  Maryland  20015 


DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

Maj.  Gen.  Merrill  B.  Evans,  USA 

Brig.  Gen.  Charles  E.  Corcilius,  USAF 

Commander  88th  Army  Reserve  Command 

Commander  440th  Tactical  Airlift  Wing 

Fort  Snelling,  St.  Paul,  MN  55111 

General  Billy  Mitchell  Field 

Milwaukee,  WI  53207 

Maj.  Gen.  Harold  W.  Chase,  USMC 

Assistant  Division  Commander 

Rear  Admiral  Sidney  A.  Wallace 

4th  Marine  Division 

Chief  of  Public  & International  Affairs 

124  S.  E.  Bedford 

U.S.  Coast  Guard 

Minneapolis,  MN  55414 

Washington,  D.C.  20590 

Maj.  Gen.  William  S.  Lundberg,  Jr. 

Minnesota  National  Guard 

Division  Commander,  47th  Infantry  Div. 

721  Birch  Street 

Anoka,  MN  55303 

COORDINATING  COMMANDER 

Lt.  Col.  R.  T.  Carlson 
Commander,  934th  Tactical  Airlift  Group 
Minneapolis-St.  Paul  IAP  MN  55450 
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PARADE  ORDER 


The  official  parade  of  the  57th  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  will  be  governed  by  instructions  contained  herein, 
together  with  the  Organization  and  March  Timetable  and  Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map,  which  are  made  a part  hereof, 

1.  TIME:  (All  times  in  these  orders  are  Central  Daylight  Time.) 

(a)  The  leading  element  of  the  parade  will  move  from  the  “Initial  Point”  ( 13th  Street  and  Marquette  Avenue)  promptly  at 
2:00  P.M.,  Sunday,  August  17,  1975,  regardless  of  weather. 

(b)  The  time  and  place  of  assembly  for  each  Department  or  element  of  the  Parade  will  be  shown  in  detail  on  the  Organiza- 
tion and  March  Timetable,  a copy  of  which  has  been  sent  to  each  Department  Adjutant  and  to  the  Department  Parade 
Chairmen.  A meeting  of  all  Department  Parade  Chairmen  will  be  held  at  10:00  A.M.,  Sunday,  August  17, 1975, 
in  the  Illinois  Room  of  the  Leamington  Hotel. 

(c)  A Parade  Official  will  meet  his  assigned  division  at  the  assembly  area  following  unloading.  He  will  direct  the  buses  to- 
ward the  route  to  the  disbanding  area. 

(d)  Because  of  the  nature  of  the  assembly  area,  accurate  logistics  are  essential.  PROMPTNESS  IN  ARRIVAL  AT  THE 
ASSEMBLY  AREA  IS  MANDATORY. 

2.  ROUTE:  On  Marquette  Avenue  from  13th  Street  north  to  5th  Street,  then  east  to  Portland  Avenue. 

3.  ASSEMBLY  AREA: 

(a)  Assembly  area  - (See  attached  map) 

ASSEMBLY  AREA  #1  — South  from  13th  Street  on  Marquette/  1st  Avenue  to  Franklin  Avenue. 

ASSEMBLY  AREA  #2  — From  13th  Street  east  to  3rd  Avenue,  south  on  3rd  Avenue  to  Franklin  Avenue. 

(b)  Additional  instructions  for  each  Department  will  be  furnished  by  the  Parade  Committee  at  the  meeting  of  the  Depart- 
ment Parade  Chairmen  on  Sunday,  August  17. 

(c)  Float  assembly  area  will  be  announced. 

4.  ORGANIZATION: 

(a)  All  elements  have  been  assigned  to  Divisions,  each  under  the  direction  of  a parade  official.  The  composition  of  these 
Divisions,  order  of  March,  and  time  and  place  of  assembly  is  shown  on  the  Organization  and  March  Timetable  and 
Assembly  and  Disbanding  Area  Map  supplied  to  Department  Parade  Chairmen. 

(b)  All  Department  of  Defense  Units  will  be  governed  by  applicable  regulations. 

(c)  Each  Department  Commander  or  appointed  parade  representative  will  be  responsible  for  the  order  of  march  and 
promptness  of  arrival  at  the  assembly  area  of  all  units  of  his  Department.  All  units  will  conform  to  the  following  distribu- 
tion and  formation: 

(1)  MASSED  COLORS:  Eight  (8)  abreast 

All  American  Flags,  the  Department  and  Post  Colors  of  each  Department  and  the  Department  and  Unit  Colors  of 
each  Department  of  the  Auxiliary  will  be  massed  at  the  head  of  each  Department  Delegation  in  that  order. 

(2)  American  Legion  Units  within  Departments  will  march  in  formation  eight  (8)  abreast,  one  and  one-half  yards 
between  ranks. 

(3)  BAND  and  DRUM  CORPS:  As  directed  by  Drum  Majors,  but  not  to  exceed  eight  (8)  abreast. 

(4)  Authorized  floats  and  automobiles  in  single  column.  No  unauthorized  floats  or  automobiles  will  be  allowed  to 
participate.  All  vehicles  participating  in  the  parade  must  be  equipped  with  identifying  signs  on  sides  there- 
of, and  must  also  carry  an  “OFFICIAL  CAR”  sticker  on  the  windshield. 

(5)  No  maneuvers  except  for  a forward  movement  — THIS  IS  A MUST.  All  violators  will  be  dismissed  from  the 
parade. 

(d)  DISTANCES: 

(1)  Between  Divisions  — 30  yards 

(2)  Between  Departments  — 20  yards 

(3)  Between  elements  of  a Department  10  yards 

5.  DISBANDING  AREA: 

On  Portland  Avenue. 

6.  OFFICIAL  REVIEWING  STAND: 

The  official  reviewing  stand  will  be  located  on  the  south  side  of  5th  Street  in  front  of  Government  Center.  Elements  will 
render  a salute  to  the  National  Commander  while  passing  the  reviewing  stand  (eyes  right).  Warning  signs  at  500  and  300 
feet  will  inform  all  units  of  the  distance  to  the  reviewing  stand. 

7.  ELIGIBILITY  TO  PARTICIPATE  IN  THE  PARADE  AND  CONDUCT  OF  PARTICIPANTS: 

(a)  Pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  at  a meeting  of  the  National  Convention  Commission  at  Miami  Beach  on  March  12, 
1960,  there  will  be  no  participation  of  any  vehicles,  equipment  or  items  of  wearing  apparel  of  the  40  et  8.  This  regulation 
will  be  enforced  by  the  Parade  Committee  of  the  1975  Convention  Corporation. 

(b)  With  the  exception  of  police,  military  and  naval  escort,  and  distinguished  guests,  eligibility  to  participate  in  the  parade  is 
limited  to  the  members  of  The  American  Legion  and  the  uniformed  bodies  of  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  subject  to 
restriction  of  the  following  activities  which  shall  be  prohibited  in  the  line  of  march: 

(1)  The  drinking  of  or  simulated  drinking  of  intoxicants. 

(2)  Participants  under  the  influence  of  intoxicants. 

(3)  Use  of  water  pistols  and  electric  shocking  devices. 

(4)  Female  impersonators. 

(5)  Firecrackers  and  any  other  explosives. 

(6)  Any  presentation  or  representation  either  immoral  or  in  bad  taste. 

(7)  Distribution  of  souvenirs,  promotional  or  advertising  material,  either  from  floats  or  by  marching  units. 

(c)  Violators  of  any  of  the  above  rules  will  be  dismissed  from  the  parade  immediately. 

8.  FIRST  AID  STATIONS: 

First  Aid  Stations  will  be  established: 

(1)  In  the  assembly  area. 

(2)  At  intervals  along  the  line  of  march. 

(3)  In  the  disbanding  area. 
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MARCH  ORDER 


I DIVISION 


ESCORT  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  1:00  P. M.  Assembly  Area  # I 
Departure  at  2:00  P.M. 

A.  ESCORT 

B.  HONORARY  MARSHALS 

C.  GRAND  MARSHAL 

D.  HONORARY  GRAND  MARSHAL 

E.  DEPUTY  GRAND  MARSHALS 

F.  COORDINATING  COMMANDER 

G.  MINNEAPOLIS  POLICE  BAND 

H.  DEPARTMENT  OF  MINNESOTA  MASSED 
COLORS 

I.  UNITED  STATES  ARMY 

(1)  U.S.  Army  Forces  Command  Color  Guard  and 
Band.  Ft.  Benning.  Georgia 

(2)  101st  Airborne  Provisional  Co..  Ft.  Campbell. 
Kentucky 

(3)  Colonial  Color  Guard,  HQ  88th  ARCOM 

(4)  451st  Army  Band,  Army  Reserve,  Ft.  Snelling, 
Minnesota 

(5)  205th  Infantry  Brig  (Separate)  & Color  Guard 
Army  Reserve,  Ft.  Snelling,  Minnesota 

(6)  Float  Helicopter  Hull  on  Flatbed 

J.  UNITED  STATES  MARINE  CORPS 

( 1 ) U.S.  Marine  Color  Guard.  M ARTU.  Minneapolis. 
Minnesota 

(2)  Drum  & Bugle  Corps,  4th  Marine  Aircraft  Wg., 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

(3)  Marine  Air  Reserve  Marching  Unit,  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota 

K.  UNITED  STATES  NAVY 

(1)  Recruit  Trng.  Command  Color  Guard  & 50  Flag 
Unit  Recruit  Trng.  Cmd.,  Great  Lakes,  Illinois 

(2)  Naval  Training  Center  Band,  NTC  Great  Lakes, 
Illinois 

(3)  Naval  Reserve  Marching  Unit.  N&MCRC,  Twin 
Cities,  MN. 

(4)  Naval  Reserve  Marching  Unit,  N&MCRC,  Twin 
Cities,  MN. 

(5)  Recruit  Trng.  Cmd  Drum  & Bugle  Corps  RTC 
Great  Lakes,  Illinois 

(6)  NJROTC  Marching  Unit.  Blaine  High  School 

(7)  Float  — U.S.S.  Enterprise 

(8)  Float  — Model  T 

L.  UNITED  STATES  AIR  FORCE 

(1)  Honor  Guard.  HQ — USAF,  Bolling  AFB 

(2)  702nd  USAF  Band.  Offutt  AFB.  Nebraska 

(3)  934th  TAG  Color  Guard.  Minneapolis 

(4)  934th  TAG  Drill  Team 

(5)  934th  TAG  Float 

(6)  Float  Miniature  f-4 

M.  UNITED  STATES  COAST  GUARD 

(1)  Coast  Guard  Reserve  Color  Guard 

(2)  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Precision  Team.  U.S.  Coast 
Guard  HQ. 

(3)  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Band.  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Academy 

N.  MINNESOTA  NATIONAL  GUARD 

(1)  Minnesota  National  Guard  Mass  Colors 

(2)  47th  MP  Company 

(3)  47th  Inf.  Band  (St.  Paul) 

(4)  257th  MP  Company 

(5)  Minnesota  National  Guard  Float 

(6)  133rd  TAW  Minnesota  Air  Guard 

(7)  Floats  (Honest  John  — 8 inch) 

(8)  Guardster  500 


Assemble  at  1:00  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #2 

1.  The  American  Legion  1974  National  Championship 
Band 

2.  National  Colors  and  1974  National  Championship 
Color  Guard 

3.  National  Commander.  The  American  Legion 

4.  National  President.  The  American  Legion  Auxiliary 

5.  National  Officers 

6.  The  American  Legion  1974  National  Championship 
Drum  and  Bugle  Corps 

7.  Past  National  Commanders 

8.  Society  of  The  American  Legion  Founders 

9.  The  American  Legion  Youth  Awards  Winners 

10.  Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

11.  The  American  Legion  1974  National  Championship 
Chorus.  Junior  Drum  and  Bugle  Corps,  Junior  Color 
Guard  and  Firing  Squad 

12.  Seagram  Posts'  Float 

13.  Foreign  and  Outlying  Departments 

Panama  Philippines 
France  Mexico 
Canada  Italy 

14.  Wyoming 

I 5.  Pepsi  Carillon 

II  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  2:00  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #1 


16.  North  Dakota 

20.  Nevada 

17.  Maryland 

21.  Ohio 

18.  New  Mexico 

22.  South  Dakota 

19.  Nebraska 

III  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  2:45  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #2 

23.  Louisiana 

27.  West  Virginia 

24.  Delaware 

28.  Vermont 

25.  Arizona 

29.  Utah 

26.  Texas 

30.  Indiana 

IV  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  3:30  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #1 

3 1 . Iowa 

35.  Virginia 

32.  Florida 

36.  Wisconsin 

33.  New  Hampshire 

34.  Michigan 

37.  Kansas 

V DIVISION 

Assemble  at  4:00  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #2 

38.  North  Carolina 

42.  Maine 

39.  Pennsylvania 

43.  Colorado 

40.  Arkansas 

44.  Kentucky 

41  Oregon 

VI  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  4:30  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #1 

45.  California 

49.  Idaho 

46.  Montana 

50.  New  Jersey 

47.  Missouri 

51.  Washington 

48.  Rhode  Island 

52.  Connecticut 

VII  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  5 

:00  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #2 

53.  South  Carolina 

57.  Oklahoma 

54.  Mississippi 

58.  Alabama 

55.  New  York 

59.  Massachusetts 

56.  Illinois 

VIII  DIVISION 

Assemble  at  5:45  P.M.  Assembly  Area  #1 

60.  Georgia  64.  Puerto  Rico 

61.  District  of  Columbia  65.  Hawaii 

62.  Tennessee  66.  Minnesota 

63.  Alaska 
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ALL  PURPOSE  LAWN  FLAG  SETS 


Sets  have  3ft  by  5ft.  flags,  and  12ft.,  2-piece  aluminum  pole  with  gold  colored  eagle,  halyards  and  capped  holder  for  embedding  in 
lawn  or  sidewalk.  Your  choice  of  flags  below  in  cotton  or  nylon.  Mix  flags  to  achieve  quantity  discounts.  All  flags  have  embroidered 
stars  and  sewed  stripes,  except  50-Star  Old  Glory  cotton  which  has  dyed  stars  and  sewed  stripes. 


Each 

12  or 
More 

12  doz. 
or  More 

Each 

12  or 
More 

12  doz. 
or  More 

Each 

12  or 
More 

12  doz. 
or  More 

Nylon 

Cotton 

29.80 

18.35 

25.20  ea. 
15.45  ea. 

21.45  ea. 
13.80  ea. 

Nylon 

Cotton 

33.40 

28.00 

30.10  ea. 
25.20  ea. 

28.40  ea. 
23.80  ea. 

Nylon 

Cotton 

46.00 

33.00 

41 .40  ea. 
29.70  ea. 

39.10  ea. 
28.05  ea. 

LARGE  LAWN  FLAG  SET 


Set  includes  durable  3ft.  by  5ft.  flag  of  your  choice  as  listed  below  and  17ft.  18  guage  tubular  steel  pole  — 3 telescoping  sections  with 
white  mar-proof  velvet  finish.  Easily  erected  and  dismantled.  Set  is  completed  with  steel  ground  socket  and  cap,  gold/brass  finish  ball 
ornament,  nylon  halyard  and  cleat,  and  aluminum  pulley.  Ground  sleeve  should  be  installed  in  concrete.  Directions  for  easy  installation 
included.  Postal  restrictions  require  that  shipping  charges  on  this  set  be  additional.  All  flags  have  embroidered  stars  and  sewed  stripes, 
except  50-Star  Old  Glory  cotton  which  has  dyed  stars  and  sewed  stripes.  Mix  flags  to  achieve  quantity  discounts. 


12  or 

12  doz. 

12  or 

12  doz. 

12  or 

12  doz. 

Each 

More 

or  More 

Each 

More 

or  More 

Each 

More 

or  More 

Nylon 

47.60 

42.85  ea. 

40.45  ea. 

Nylon 

51.20 

46.10  ea. 

43.55  ea. 

Nylon 

63.80 

57.45  ea. 

54.25  ea. 

Cotton 

31.50 

28.35  ea. 

26.80  ea. 

Cotton 

45.80 

41.25  ea. 

38.95  ea. 

Cotton 

50.80 

45.75  ea. 

43.20  ea. 

ECONOMY  ALL  PURPOSE  FLAG  SET 


Two-piece  6ft.  aluminum  pole,  plastic  gold  eagle,  halyards,  and  utility  holder  for  attaching  to  wall,  window  sill,  house  siding,  etc. 
Quality  3ft.  by  5ft.  flag  of  your  choice  as  listed  below.  All  flags  have  embroidered  stars  and  sewed  stripes.  Mix  flags  to  achieve 
quantity  discounts. 


Each 

12  or 
More 

12  doz. 
or  More 

Each 

12  or 
More 

12  doz. 
or  More 

Each 

12  or 
More 

12  doz. 
or  More 

Nylon 

Cotton 

19.40 

12.50 

16.50  ea. 
10.65  ea. 

15.55  ea. 
10.00  ea. 

Nylon 

Cotton 

23.00 

17.60 

20.70  ea. 
15.85  ea. 

19.55  ea. 
14.95  ea. 

Nylon 

Cotton 

35.60 

22.60 

32.05  ea. 
20.35  ea. 

30.25  ea 

19.25  ea 

MOST  ECONOMICAL 

The  above  set  is  also  available  in  50-Star  Old 
Glory  ONLY  with  dyed  stars  and  sewed  stripes. 
All  other  items  are  the  same  — but  note  these 
attractive  prices  -- 

6 12  12  doz. 

Each  or  More  or  More  or  More 

5.60  5.10  ea.  5.00  ea.  4.75  ea.  ; 


Order  from:  National  Emblem  Sales,  Dept.  S 

The  American  Legion 
P.  O.  Box  1055 
Indianapolis,  IN  46206 

Enclosed  is  $ or: 

Charge  my  [ZZI  BankAmericard  I | Master  Charge 

Card  No. Expires Interbank  No. 

Please  Ship:  


Name  Street  City  State Zip 
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THE  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN  IS  THE  BEST  SOURCE  OF 
INFORMATION  ON  THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LEGISLATIVE  PROGRAM.  TO 
RECEIVETHE  NEWS  BULLETIN  FOR  THE  REMAINDER  OF  1975  AND  ALLOF  1976, 
USE  THE  ORDER  BLANK  BELOW  AND  BECOME  A MEMBER  OF  THE  NATIONAL 
LEGISLATIVE  TEAM. 


NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS  BULLETIN  Make  check  or  money  order  payable 
The  American  Legion,  1608  K St.,  N.W.  to  The  American  Legion 

Washington,  D.C.  20006 

Enclosed  is  Four  Dollars  for  a subscription  to  NATIONAL  LEGISLATIVE  NEWS 
BULLETIN  to  be  mailed  to: 


NAME 


(print  or  type) 


ADDRESS 

(street,  box,  route  no.) 


(city,  state,  zip  code) 

POST  OR 

UNIT NUMBER 


visit 

your 

schools 

“OUR  FUTURE  IS 
IN  OUR  SCHOOLS” 

American  Education  Week 
November  16-22,  1975 


National  Sponsors  of 
American  Education  Week 

NATIONAL  EDUCATION  ASSOCIATION 

THE  AMERICAN  LEGION 

NATIONAL  CONGRESS  OF 
PARENTS  AND  TEACHERS 

UNITED  STATES  OFFICE  OF  EDUCATION 

This  year  numerous  national  groups  interested  in 
education  have  again  joined  as  “Supporting 
Organizations”  in  the  observance  of  American 
Education  Week. 


The  American  Legion  urges  each  Post  and/or  Unit  American  Education  Week  Chairman,  through  a joint  effort, 
to  contact  local  representatives  of  the  other  sponsoring  organizations,  set  a meeting  time  and  with  the  assistance  of  an 
American  Education  Week  packet,  determine  the  specific  program  activities  for  each  community.  The  1975  American 
Education  Week  packets  have  been  compiled  to  assist  you  in  creating  your  own  American  Education  Week  success  story 
and  should  be  ordered  as  soon  as  possible  from:  National  Education  Association,  Order  Department.  The  Academic 
Building,  Saw  Mill  Road,  West  Haven,  CT  06516  ($3.00  prepaid.) 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  HAS  SPONSORED  AMERICAN  EDUCATION  WEEK  SINCE  1921 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


The  final  pages  of  this  official  program  of  the  57th 
Annual  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion 
contain  a condensed  annual  report  for  the  1974-75 
American  Legion  year.  A complete,  detailed  report  has  been 
prepared  for  submission  to  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  accordance  with  requirements  of  the  Legion’s  Con- 
gressionally-granted  charter. 

Believing  that  the  delegates  to  the  National  Convention 
are  entitled  to  receive  a concise  statement  of  the  major 
activities  of  The  American  Legion  year  ending  with  this 
National  Convention,  your  national  headquarters  provides 
this  illustrated  report  as  a part  of  the  official  program.  In 
this  manner,  we  are  assured  that  every  delegate  and  every 
one  who  registers  for  the  convention  will  receive  the  con- 
densed annual  report. 


For  the  convenience  of  all  persons  attending  The  American  Legion  National  Convention,  the 
Greater  Minneapolis  Air  Lines  Convention  Committee  will  provide  an  Airline  Service  Desk  in  the 
3rd  Avenue  Foyer  of  the  Minneapolis  Auditorium  and  Convention  Hall. 

The  desk  will  be  open  August  19,  20  and  21  during  the  hours  of  general  convention  sessions. 

The  desk  will  be  staffed  by  qualified  airline  personnel,  who  will  handle  reconfirmation  of  re- 
servations held  on  all  airlines,  make  new  reservations  and  provide  general  information  to  assist 
you  with  your  transportation  needs. 

To  reconfirm  your  return  reservation  by  phone,  call: 


AIRLINE  TRANSPORTATION 


ALLEGHENY 

BRANIFF 

EASTERN 

OZARK 


338-5841 

726-1200 

335-9541 

333-3421 


NORTH  CENTRAL 
NORTHWEST  ORIENT 
UNITED 
WESTERN 


726-7100 

726-1234 

339-3671 

726-4141 
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Our  American  Legion  year  under  the  leadership  of  National  Commander  .Jim  Wagonseller,  was  a 
pleasant  and  productive  one  with  one  of  its  most  promising  achievements  being  a gain  in  American  Legion 
membership  which  now  looks  like  it  will  put  us  back  in  the  area  of  2,700,000  members. 

Commander  Wagonseller  asked,  and  the  National  Finance  Com- 
mission and  National  Executive  Committee  approved  a new  post 
and  membership  incentive  program  which  we  feel  was  most  bene- 
ficial in  helping  The  American  Legion  to  recognize  some  of  its 
growth  potential.  It  is  our  fond  hope  the  momentum  will  be  sus- 
tained in  the  years  ahead. 

As  the  93rd  Congress  moved  into  history  we  achieved  some  of 
our  most  significant  recent  successes  in  the  area  of  veterans  legis- 
lation. We  saw  a significant  improvement  in  benefits  underthe  G.I. 
Bill  of  Rights  for  the  Vietnam  era  veteran,  and  an  easing  of  the  in- 
come limitations  on  those  receiving  pensions,  plus  some  increase  in 
pension  benefits. 

We  know  our  job  is  far  from  finished  and  this  is  one  great  reason 
The  American  Legion  must  continue  as  a strong  and  vibrant  force 
on  the  American  scene  — it  remains  for  us  to  champion  the  cause  of 
the  veteran  and  the  cause  of  national  security,  for  all  too  few  other 
Americans  concern  themselves  in  these  two  important  areas  of  our 
national  life. 

On  the  horizon  looms  the  threat  that  a National  Health 
Insurance  program  could  conceivably  absorb  the  hospital-medical 
program  of  the  Veterans  Administration.  The  American  Legion  is 
pledged  to  take  every  conceivable  action  to  prevent  that  from 
happening.  We  will  need  the  help  of  every  Legionnaire,  and  of  every 
concerned  veteran  if  we  are  to  succeed,  and  we  are  in  this  struggle 
with  success  in  mind. 

Again  this  year,  we  feel  we  have  responded  to  our  National  Com- 
mander’s theme  of  “Be  Counted  Again  For  America,”  and  we 
extend  our  sincere  thanks  to  all  Legionnaires  who  helped  make  our 
programs  work. 

The  following  pages  of  this  57th  Annual  National  Convention 
Program  contain  a condensed,  illustrated  report  of  National 
Commander  Wagonseller’s  year.  We  hope  you  will  read  it  with 
interest  and  with  pride  in  your  American  Legion. 

William  F.  Hauck 
National  Adjutant 


★ ★ ★ 
★ ★ 

★ ★ ★ 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  57th  ANNUAL  REPORT 

A full,  detailed  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  249,  77th  Congress, 
approved  September  18,  1941. 
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National  Officers 


James  M.  Wagonseller 
(Ohio) 

National  Commander 


William  F.  Hauck 
(Indiana) 

National  Adjutant 


Boyd  H.  Clemens 
(North  Dakota) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Jack  W.  Flynt 
(Texas) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Jay  E.  Harville 
(Tennessee) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Donald  H.  Jeffery 
(Pennsylvania) 

National  Vice  Commander 


William  A.  Lindsay 
(Montana) 

National  Vice  Commander 


Rev.  Harvey  T.  Goodling 
(Oregon) 

National  Chaplain 


Bertram  G.  Davis 
(New  York) 

National  Judge  Advocate 


W.  Francis  Polen 
(Indiana) 

National  Treasurer 


Nolie  C.  Deas,  Sr.  C.  Howard  Larsen 

(Florida)  (New  York) 

National  Historian  National  Sergeant-At-Arms 


In  1975,  The  American  Legion  National  Convention  returns  to  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  the  site  of  the  organization’s  very 
first  National  Convention,  November  10-12,  1919.  Founded  by  and  comprised  of  men  and  women  who  served  honorably  in 
America’s  armed  forces  of  World  War  I,  the  648,000-member  American  Legion  of  that  day  has  since  opened  its  ranks  to 
veterans  of  World  War  II,  Korea  and  Vietnam  and  has  grown  to  a present  day  membership  of  some  2,700,000.  American 
Legion  membership  eligibility  is  based  on  honorable  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  during  wartime. 

National  Headquarters  of  The  American  Legion  is  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  the  site  having  been  selected  by  action  of  that 
First  Annual  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis  in  1919.  The  Legion  also  maintains  a principal  office  operation  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  where  those  Legion  functions  which  require  close  day-to-day  liaison  with  the  Federal  Government  are 
based. 

The  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  authorized  by  action  of  the  First  Annual  National  Convention,  has  nearly  a million 
members,  and  its  programs  and  activities  parallel  and  complement  those  of  The  American  Legion.  National  Headquarters  of 
the  American  Legion  Auxiliary  also  are  in  Indianapolis,  Ind. 

The  National  Commander  is  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the  organization  and  he  is  elected  by  action  of  the  National 
Convention  to  serve  until  the  next  National  Convention.  Elected  to  serve  with  him  are  five  National  Vice  Commanders  and  a 
National  Chaplain.  James  M.  Wagonseller,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  now  is  National  Commander  of  The  American  Legion. 

The  National  Adjutant  is  the  Legion’s  chief  administrative  officer  and  is  responsible  for  the  day-to-day  operation  of  the 
organization  and  for  staff  supervision. 


90 


The  National  Executive  Committee 


Between  National  Conventions,  the  administrative  authority  of  The  American  Legion  is  exercised  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  composed  of  the  National  Commander,  the  five  National  Vice  Commanders,  National  Chaplain,  and 
one  committeeman  (plus  alternate)  elected  by  each  Department.  Past  National  Commanders  are  life  members  of  the  NEC 
without  vote.  The  NEC  appoints  the  National  Adjutant,  Treasurer,  Judge  Advocate  and  Historian.  The  NECalso  has  full  and 
complete  control  over  the  annual  budget. 


National  Executive  Committeemen 


Alabama Joe  S.  Foster  Missouri 

Alaska George  Petrovich  Montana 

Arizona Robert  E.  Cockrill  Nebraska 

Arkansas  Lawrence  E.  Fisher  Nevada 

California Cecil  L.  Bandy  New  Hampshire 

Canada Robert  I.  Hendershott  New  Jersey.  . . . 

Colorado Paul  B.  Rodden  New  Mexico  . . 

Connecticut Joseph  G.  Leonard  New  York 

Delaware William  Melville  North  Carolina 

District  of  Columbia Marshall  C.  Gardner  North  Dakota  . 

Florida Johnson  E.  Davis  Ohio 

France Helmut  Spangenthal  Oklahoma 

Georgia W.  D.  Harrell  Oregon 

Hawaii Wallace  C.  S.  Young  Panama,  C.Z.  . 

Idaho  E.  B.  “Jim"  Newsome  Pennsylvania  . . 

Illinois Richard  I.  Nicholes  Philippines 

Indiana Melvin  H.  Heckman  Puerto  Rico 

Iowa Stewart  H.  M.  Lund  Rhode  Island  . . 

Italy Frank  C.  Bottigliero  South  Carolina 

Kansas U.  S.  “Udie”  Grant  South  Dakota  . , 

Kentucky Harry  A.  Greene,  Jr.  Tennessee 

Louisiana Robert  Charles  Smith  Texas  

Maine James  A.  McMahon  Utah 

Maryland Jack  E.  Dyke  Vermont 

Massachusetts Leo  F.  Malloy  Virginia 

Mexico Gordon  A.  Ballantyne  Washington 

Michigan Miles  S.  Ansbaugh  West  Virginia.  . . 

Minnesota Milo  Blanich  Wisconsin 

Mississippi Ralph  M.  Godwin  Wyoming 


Cleo  T.  Martin 

Earle  M.  Angel l 

Jerome  N.  Henn 

Charles  F.  Lang 

. . . Laurence  R.  Spaulding 

Franklin  R.  Sickle 

Merrill  L.  Norton 

A Ido  R.  Benedetto 

Robert  A.  Tart 

Earnest  N.  Schmit 

Roger  A.  Munson 

Tom  C.  Smith 

John  W.  Buether 

George  Vieto 

. . . Dr.  A Into  Sebastianelli 

Manuel  A.  Vargas 

Roberto  Gonzalez  Vazquez 

Edward  Denis 

E.  Roy  Stone,  Jr. 

Glenn  R.  Green 

Sam  Friedman 

Clayton  Mann 

Quinn  Plowman 

Leo  E.  Wright 

Thomas  J.  Gear 

Joe  Feldman 

Charles  E.  Forsythe 

Keith  A.  Kreul 

James  T.  Anderson 


Past  National  Commanders 


John  R.  Quinn 

Harry  W.  Colmerv  . . . 
Stephen  F.  Chadwick . 
Raymond  J.  Kelly.  . . . 
Warren  H.  Atherton.  . 

James  F.  O'Neil 

.S’.  Perry  Brown 

George  N.  Craig  .... 

Erie  Cocke,  Jr 

Donald  R.  Wilson  . . 
Seaborn  P.  Collins  . . 
J.  Addington  Wagner 

W.  C.  Daniel 

John  S.  Gleason,  Jr. . , 
Preston  J.  Moore  . . . . 


California 

Kansas 

. . . Washington 

Michigan 

California 

New  Hampshire 

Texas 

Indiana 

Georgia 

. . West  Virginia 
. . . New  Mexico 

Michigan 

Virginia 

Illinois 

....  Oklahoma 


Martin  B.  McKneally New  York 

William  R.  Burke California 

Charles  L.  Bacon Missouri 

Daniel  F.  Foley Minnesota 

Donald  E.  Johnson  Iowa 

L.  Eldon  James Virginia 

John  E.  Davis North  Dakota 

William  E.  Galbraith Nebraska 

William  C.  Doyle New  Jersey 

J.  Milton  Patrick Oklahoma 

Alfred  P.  Chamie California 

John  H.  Geiger Illinois 

Joe  L.  Matthews Texas 

Robert  E.  L.  Eaton Maryland 
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The  “Be  Counted  Again  For  America” 


It  all  started  here  on  August  22,  1974,  as  newly-elected 
American  Legion  National  Commander  James  M.  Wagon- 
seller,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio,  raises  his  hand  in  victory  follow- 
ing his  unanimous  election  as  National  Commander.  Shar- 
ing his  moment  of  victory  are:  (at  left  shoulder)  son  John,  a 
Vietnam  era  veteran  and  member  of  his  father's  American 
Legion  Post;  wife  Mary;  and  son-in-law  and  daughter,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Elwood  Kim. 


On  one  of  earliest  visits  to  the  nation's  capital  following  his 
election,  Commander  Wagonseller  pays  a courtesy  call  on 
President  Gerald  R.  Ford  at  the  White  House,  and  presents 
the  chief  executive  with  a bound  copy  of  action  of  the  56th 
Annual  National  Convention  to  Mr.  Ford. 


Commander  Wagonseller  is  surrounded  on  National  Con- 
vention platform  by  men  elected  to  serve  with  him  as 
National  Officers  during  the  1 974-75  American  Legion  year. 
Pictured  (left  to  right)  are:  National  Vice  Commander  Jack 
W.  Flynt,  of  Texas;  National  Vice  Commander  Donald  Jef- 
fery, of  Pennsylvania;  National  Vice  Commander  Jay  Har- 
ville,  of  Tennessee;  National  Vice  Commander  William  Lind- 
say, of  Montana;  Commander  Wagonseller;  National  Chap- 
lain Rev.  Harvey  T.  Goodling,  of  Oregon;  and  National  Vice 
Commander  Boyd  Clemens,  of  North  Dakota. 


Commander  Wagonseller  presents  the  National 
Commander's  Public  Relations  Award  and  a check  for  $500 
to  Mrs.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  during  Public  Relations  luncheon 
in  conjunction  with  The  American  Legion's  Annual  Washing- 
ton Conference.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  recognized  for  her  efforts 
as  one  of  the  original  supporters  of  the  campaign  to  restore 
the  beauty  of  America.  The  $500  was  destined  for  use  in 
creating  the  LBJ  Memorial  Grove  along  the  Potomac  River  in 
the  National  Capital. 


At  press  reception  at  The  American  Legion's  Washington 
Headquarters  offices,  Commander  Wagonseller  greets  the 
Honorable  Richard  L.  Roudebush,  Administrator  of  Veterans 
Affairs,  and  Sarah  McClendon,  longtime  Legionnaire  and 
Vice  President  of  the  National  Press  Club. 


The  American  Legion's  Distinguished  Public  Service  Award 
for  1975  is  presented  to  Senator  Strom  Thurmond  in 
recognition  of  his  vigorous  support  of  the  program  of 
veterans  benefits  and  for  the  cause  of  the  national  security  of 
the  United  States.  Commander  Wagonseller  makes  the  pre- 
sentation during  his  banquet  honoring  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  in  conjunction  with  the  1 975  Washington  Con- 
ference of  The  American  Legion. 
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Year  of  Commander  Wagonseller 


Texas  American  Legion  Department  Commander  James  W. 
White  presents  National  Commander  Wagonseller  with 
check  in  the  amount  of  $1 ,000  to  help  underwrite  the  cost  of 
The  American  Legion  Freedom  Bell,  a bell  twice  the  size  of 
the  Liberty  Bell,  provided  by  the  Legion  to  travel  across  the 
nation  and  back  on  the  Freedom  Train  as  part  of  America's 
Bicentennial  celebration,  then  to  be  given  as  a gift  to  the 
nation  on  behalf  of  the  children  of  America,  by  The  American 
Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 


John  W.  Warner  (left),  Administrator  of  the  American 
Revolution  Bicentennial  Administration,  presents  official 
Bicentennial  Flag,  and  a certificate  denoting  The  American 
Legion  as  a member,  National  Bicentennial  Service  alliance 
for  America's  200th  birthday  observance  to  National  Com- 
mander Wagonseller  and  National  Adjutant  William  F. 
Hauck  during  the  Commander's  banquet  for  the  Spring, 
1975,  NEC  meetings  for  which  Mr.  Warner  was  the  principal 
speaker. 


National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  meets  the 
nation's  press  in  one  of  his  earliest  major  question  and 
answer  sessions  with  the  news  media  following  his  visit  to 
the  White  House  and  his  initial  courtesy  call  on  President 
Ford. 


National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  (center)  visits 
with  Vice  President  Nelson  A.  Rockefeller  during  a fast  paced 
round  of  visits  with  Administration  and  Congressional 
leaders  for  discussions  of  the  Legion's  legislative  goals. 
National  Legislative  Director  Mylio  Kraja  (left)  ac- 
companied the  Commander  on  the  visit. 


American  Legion  National  Commander  James  M. 
Wagonseller  (center)  calls  on  Ohio  Senator  and  former  Astro- 
naut John  Glenn  (left)  and  Senate  Majority  Leader  Mike 
Mansfield  in  a round  of  high  level  discussions  of  the  Legion's 
legislative  objectives. 


National  Commander  Visits  Dachau  Prison  Camp  — 
National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller,  touring 
Europe  and  paying  courtesy  calls  on  Legion  Posts  and  mili- 
tary installations,  viewed  the  Dachau  Prison  complex  in 
Germany,  where  several  thousand  Jews  were  reported  to 
have  been  put  to  death  in  the  gas  chambers  and  ovens  by  the 
Nazis  in  the  1 930's  and  early  1 940's.  Here,  left  to  right  are: 
National  Adjutant  William  F.  Hauck  and  National 
Commander  Wagonseller. 
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AMERICANISM  COMMISSION 


Daniel  J.  O'Connor  (New  York)  Chairman 
Fred  T.  Kuszmaul  (Indiana)  Director 




The  rapidly  approaching  Bicentennial  Celebration  of  the 
birth  of  our  Nation  has  resulted  in  an  increased  interest  and 
activity  in  the  various  Americanism  programs  of  The 
American  Legion.  Hopefully,  the  occasion  of  the  Bicen- 
tennial will  have  the  effect  of  unifying  our  Nation  following 
the  divisive  effect  upon  our  citizenry  created  in  large  part  by 
the  controversy  over  America’s  involvement  in  the  Vietnam 
War. 

Your  National  Americanism  Commission  views  the 
occasion  of  the  Bicentennial  and  preparation  for  its  celebra- 
tion as  an  excellent  opportunity  to  strengthen  patriotism  in 
our  country.  The  American  Legion’s  Americanism  program 
which  is  charged  with  the  promotion  of  patriotism  and 
preparation  of  young  people  to  become  good  citizens  has 
within  its  structure  a wealth  of  program  activities  designed  to 
accomplish  these  purposes.  These  objectives  can  be  achieved 
only  if  our  program  is  conducted  in  every  community 
throughout  our  Nation. 

Oratorical 

The  thirty-eighth  Annual  National  High  School  Oratori- 
cal Contest  Finals  were  conducted  Thursday,  April  24,  1975, 
at  Albany  High  School,  Albany,  Ga.  Fifty-two  Depart- 
ments of  The  American  Legion  participated  in  the  Oratori- 
cal Program,  and  the  four  National  Finalists  selected  from 
thousands  competing  in  the  contests  are: 

FIRST  PLACE  — $8,000  Scholarship 
Michael  B.  Begley,  Baltimore,  Maryland 

SECOND  PLACE  — $5,000  Scholarship 
Shannon  A.  Boland,  Denver,  Colorado 

THIRD  PLACE  — $3,000  Scholarship 
Jorge  E.  Rodriquez,  Miami,  Florida 

FOURTH  PLACE  — $2,000  Scholarship 
Gretchen  A.  Winter,  Chicago,  Illinois 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust  Fund  pro- 
vides $44,000  annually  in  Scholarship  Awards  to  recipients 
at  the  National  level.  To  date,  $454,000  in  scholarship 


awards  has  been  provided  from  this  source.  Additionally, 
scholarships  are  awarded  at  the  Post,  District,  and  Depart- 
ment levels. 

Boys  State/Boys  Nation 

Over  28,000  Boys  Staters,  representing  fifty  American 
Legion  Departments,  will  participate  in  their  respective  Boys 
States,  receiving  orientations  on  the  operation  of  city, 
county  and  state  government.  Two  outstanding  Boys  Staters 
will  be  selected  by  their  Department  to  serve  as  Boys  Nation 
Delegates.  Boys  Nation  will  be  conducted  on  the  campus  of 
The  American  University,  Washington,  D.C.,  July  18-26.  At 
Boys  Nation,  the  delegates  will  receive  briefings  on  the  func- 
tions of  Federal  Government,  conduct  hearings,  act  on  bills 
in  session.  They  will  also  visit  federal  agencies,  their  respec- 
tive Senators  and  Congressmen  as  well  as  other  government 
officials,  and  historical  points  of  interest.  Boys  Nation  serves 
as  a unique  governmental  training  program  for  the  dele- 
gates and  motivates  their  interest  and  concern  in  govern- 
mental process. 

Plans  are  progressing  for  “The  American  Legion  and 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  Boys  and  Girls  Nation  program 
honoring  the  Bicentennial  of  the  United  States  of  America” 
for  1976  which  will  be  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  to  proto- 
type our  governmental  processes,  tour  Colonial  Williams- 
burg, Va.,  and  finalize  the  program  in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Boy  Scouts  of  America 

Bruce  A.  Geske,  a 17-year-old  Senior  of  Shakopee  High 
School,  Shakopee,  Minn.,  sponsored  by  American  Legion 
Post  No.  2,  Shakopee,  Minn.,  has  been  named  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  Scout  of  the  Year  for  1975. 

Boys’  Clubs  of  America 

Kenneth  Ivory,  1 7,  a member  of  the  Franklin  Place  Unit  in 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  was  selected  “Boy  of  the  Year”  by  Boys’ 
Clubs  of  America.  He  was  chosen  from  10  Regional  winners 
in  the  United  States  which  represent  more  than  one  million 
boys  of  some  1 ,000  clubs.  He  received  a $4,000  check  from 
the  Readers’  Digest  Foundation  and  will  be  a guest  of  the 
National  Commander  at  The  American  Legion  National 
Convention  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  in  Aug.,  1975. 


Rear  Admiral  Jeremiah  Denton,  one  of  the  highest  ranking 
American  officers  to  have  been  held  prisoner  of  war  in 
Southeast  Asia,  addresses  the  National  Americanism 
Commission  at  the  1974  National  Convention  in  Miami 
Beach.  Admiral  Denton  expressed  his  concern  about  the 
decline  in  morality  in  the  United  States,  and  called  for  a 
return  to  the  standards  that  made  America  great. 
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American  Academy  of  Achievement 

Again  this  year  Reader’s  Digest  will  sponsor  twenty-five 
American  Legion  Youth  Champion  seniors  to  the  Ameri- 
can Academy  of  Achievement  Program,  which  will  be  held 
at  the  Executive  Inn,  Evansville,  Ind.,  June  26-28,  1975.  We 
are  attempting  to  obtain  additional  sponsorship  of  our 
American  Legion  Youth  Champions  as  this  is  an  ideal 
opportunity  to  recognize  and  pay  tribute  to  The  American 
Legion  Champion  Orators  and  Boys  Nation  Senators  who 
have  participated  in  our  American  Legion  Youth  Pro- 
grams. As  the  fifty  Captains  of  Achievement  (Adults)  re- 
ceive their  Golden  Plate  Awards,  Benjamin  A.  (Andy) 
Brown,  1974  American  Legion  Boys  Nation  President 
(Minnesota),  and  Michael  B.  Begley  (Maryland),  1975 
American  Legion  National  Champion  Orator,  will  receive 
their  Golden  Eagle  Awards  for  the  Promise  of  Greatness  at 
this  same  function.  Participation  in  this  program  is  an 
excellent  tribute  to  the  youth  of  our  American  Legion  pro- 
grams. 

Americanism  and  Flag  Education 

We  continue  to  support  the  enactment  of  legislation  to  re- 
vise and  update  Public  Law  829-77  (Flag  Code).  The  text  of 
our  Resolution  No.  87  is  included  in  S.J.  Resolution  No.  49 
introduced  by  Senator  Birch  Bayh  and  Senator  Strom 
Thurmond.  Congressmen  Walter  Flowers  (Alabama)  and 
James  R.  Manning  (South  Carolina)  have  co-sponsored 
Joint  Resolution  No.  321  in  a similar  bill  in  the  House.  At  the 
time  of  preparation  of  this  report,  favorable  action  is  antici- 
pated in  both  Houses  of  Congress  for  this  long  sought 
legislation. 

Inquiries  reflect  continuing  public  interest  in  proper  dis- 
play and  respect  for  our  Flag. 

Baseball 


American  Legion  Baseball  is  culminating  its  50th 
Anniversary  season,  of  nation-wide  competition  as  this 
Convention  convenes.  Eight  regional  champions,  from 


American  Legion  Baseball,  one  of  the  nation’s  oldest  and 
most  highly  regarded  organized  youth  athletic  programs  is 
nearing  the  conclusion  of  its  50th  anniversary  season  as  the 
1975  National  Convention  goes  into  session.  Shown  above  is 
spirited  action  from  the  1973  World  Series  of  American 
Legion  Baseball  in  Roseburg,  Oregon. 


among  the  nearly  4,000  teams  fielded  by  American  Legion 
Posts  and  sponsors,  are  being  determined  throughout  the 
country  this  week  in  preparation  forthe  1975  World  Seriesat 
Rapid  City,  S.D.,  Aug.  28-Sept.  1. 

Nearly  60%  of  all  major  league  baseball  players  this  season 
gained  training  and  experience  in  the  Legion  program  before 
they  signed  their  first  professional  contract.  More  and  more 
participants  are  realizing  college  educations  as  a result  of 
scholarships  granted  following  exposure  in  this  athletic 
activity  first  sponsored  by  The  American  Legion  in  1925. 

Education  Activities 

American  Education  Week  co-sponsored  by  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  since  1921  will  be  observed  Nov.  1 6-22,  1975.  The 
theme,  “OUR  FUTURE  IS  IN  OUR  SCHOOLS,” 
emphasizes  the  need  for  community  involvement,  therefore, 
American  Legion  Posts  are  requested  to  provide  the  initia- 
tive for  observance  activities. 

The  increased  awareness  and  wide  distribution  of  The 
American  Legion’s  publications  regarding  careers,  scholar- 
ships, loans  and  grants  for  students,  has  revealed  a success- 
ful year  for  the  Education  and  Scholarship  Program.  The 
publications  include  the  24th  edition  of  “Need  A Lift?”,  the 
fact  sheets,  explaining  the  recently  updated  GI  Bill,  Junior 
GI  Bill  and  the  Extension  of  Social  Security  Benefits  to  those 
continuing  their  education,  the  Eight  and  Forty  Nursing 
Scholarship  Program  and  the  Guide  for  Parents  and  Stu- 
dents. 

All  Education  and  Scholarship  materials  were  displayed, 
explained  and  distributed  at  the  National  American 
Personnel  and  Guidance  Association  Convention,  National 
PTA  Convention  and  each  of  the  five  Area  Children  & 
Youth  Conferences. 

The  Career  Section  of  “Need  A Lift?”  was  recorded  in  the 
Congressional  Record,  March  10,  1975,  as  a result  of  its 
proven  helpfulness  to  students  regardless  of  whether  he  or 
she  intended  to  continue  with  formal  education. 

A Committee,  to  study  American  Legion  involvement  in 
education,  has  been  appointed  by  National  Commander 
James  M.  Wagonseller  for  the  purpose  of  evaluating  our 
position,  redefining  our  objectives  (both  long  and  short 
range  goals),  develop  desired  outcomes  and  provide  guide- 
lines for  National,  Department  and  Post  implementation. 


Finalists  in  The  American  Legion's  1975  National  Oratorical 
contest  (left  to  right  in  the  order  of  finish)  are:  Michael  B. 
Begley,  Baltimore,  Md.,  first  place:  Shannon  Aline  Boland, 
Denver,  Colo.;  Jorge  Ernesto  Rodriquez.  Miami.  Fla.,  and 
Gretchen  Ann  Winter,  Chicago,  III. 
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COUNTER-SUBVERSIVE  ACTIVITIES 
COMMITTEE 

Dr.  J.  E.  Martie  (Nevada)  Chairman 


The  American  Legion  continues  to  maintain  a strong 
Counter-Subversive  Activities  program  with  emphasis 
centered  on  its  publication,  FIRING  LINE.  This  is 
circulated  monthly  to  subscribers  in  every  state  and  many 
foreign  countries.  It  is  the  vehicle  through  which  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  strives  to  keep  its  members  and  citizens  of  this 
country  informed  concerning  the  current  activities  and  back- 
grounds of  radical  and  communist  organizations  and  indivi- 
duals. 

The  need  for  and  importance  of  this  type  of  publication 
have  never  been  greater:  the  Subversive  Activities  Control 
Board  was  scuttled;  the  Attorney  General’s  list  has  been  dis- 
continued and  the  death  knell  of  the  House  Committee  on 
Internal  Security  was  recently  sounded.  Thus,  The  Ameri- 
can Legion  becomes  one  of  the  few  remaining  organized  bul- 
warks against  subversion. 

A call  has  been  issued  to  the  various  revolutionary-prone 
organizations  in  the  United  States  to  forget  their  minor 
differences  in  ideology  and  the  means  by  which  they  can 
attain  the  overthrow  of  our  present  form  of  government. 
This  effort,  they  hope,  will  culminate  in  the  formation  of  one 
Revolutionary  Party.  This  is  the  type  of  information  which 
must  be  disseminated  to  forewarn  the  American  people  of 
the  blueprint  for  revolution  which  is  being  drawn  for  execu- 
tion in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

We  have  witnessed  the  demise  of  many  publications  which 
had  the  same  aim  and  purpose  as  FIRING  LINE.  The 
Counter-Subversive  Activities  Committee  is  justly  proud  of 
the  fact  that  FIRING  LINE  will  celebrate  its  Silver  Anniver- 
sary year  in  1976! 


Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.  (Colorado)  Chairman 
Fred  T.  Kuszmaul  (Indiana)  Director 


During  1975,  “Tradition  Is  Not  Enough”  was  used  as  the 
Children  & Youth  program  theme.  Tradition  is  based  upon 
what  has  been  done  and  what  has  gone  on  before.  It  tends  to 
bind  us  to  the  past. 


As  problems  of  young  people  change,  so  must  our  pro- 
grams, our  actions,  and  our  methods. 

Our  Nation  is  having  its  problems,  the  results  of  which 
may  have  a direct  or  indirect  bearing  on  the  actions  of  our 
children  and  youth.  Young  people  are  showing  their  dis- 
pleasure with  our  adult  world  in  many  ways. 

Some  are  resorting  to  violence, 

Some  are  turning  to  drugs  including  alcohol, 

Some  are  running  away  from  their  homes,  and 

Some  have  lost  any  sense  of  direction  rather  than  pre- 
paring themselves  for  a productive  adult  life. 

Fortunately,  the  majority  of  our  young  people  are  not 
showing  their  distaste  by  resorting  to  the  above  type  of 
activity  but  rather  cope  with  their  problems  and  become  use- 
ful citizens. 

Our  Children  & Youth  Program  must  have  utility  and 
practicality.  It  must  be  flexible  and  adaptable  to  meet  ever 
changing  conditions  as  they  relate  to  our  children  and  youth. 
We  must  be  willing  to  discard  the  successes  of  yesteryear,  if 
need  be,  and  replace  them  with  innovative  programs  that  are 
relevant  to  today’s  needs.  The  philosophy  governing  our 
program  should  be  based  upon  its  historical  principles  but 
the  methods  and  techniques  used  must  be  updated  to  keep 
pace  with  today’s  living. 

From  the  multitude  of  children  and  youth  problems  of 
major  importance  to  our  Nation’s  young  people,  the 
Children  & Youth  Commission  selected  the  following  areas 
of  concern  for  emphasis  in  the  1975  program: 

1.  Home  Safety 

2.  Friend  of  the  Court 


A special  project  of  The  American  Legion’s  Children  & 
Youth  Division  this  year  has  been  the  providing  of  colorful 
triangular  window  stickers  to  indicate  the  presence  of  a child 
in  case  of  fire  or  other  emergency  in  the  home.  Here, 
American  Legion  officials  and  fire  and  police  officials  of 
Vernon,  Conn.,  affix  a decal  to  the  door  of  a Vernon 
residence. 


96 


The  Commission  departed  somewhat  from  tradition  this 
year.  Normally,  four  or  five  points  of  emphasis  are  selected 
for  the  annual  program.  This  year  it  was  decided  that  our 
approach  would  be  to  place  special  emphasis  on  one  area  of 
concern  — Home  Safety.  It  was  the  Commission’s  hope  that 
by  using  the  “rifle”  approach  instead  of  the  “shotgun” 
approach  it  would  be  less  difficult  for  Posts  and  Units  to 
develop  a meaningful  effort  to  a national  objective. 


Normally,  during  the  spring  and  summer  months  those 
interested  in  children  and  youth  are  asked  to  secure  a Post  or 
Unit  report.  This  year  a new  report  form  was  developed 
the  Consolidated  Post  Report.  The  new  form  has  as  its  pur- 
pose the  securing  of  information  on  all  Legion  programs  for 
the  first  time.  Members  of  the  Auxiliary  were  requested  to 
secure  information  by  means  of  the  system  used  in  the  past 
about  their  Children  & Youth  Programs.  It  is  not  possible  to 
give  you  the  results  of  the  1974-75  Children  & Youth  year  be- 
cause of  the  early  date  required  to  submit  this  information 
for  the  Convention  Program.  However,  there  is  every  indica- 
tion that  The  American  Legion,  American  Legion  Auxiliary, 
and  the  Eight  & Forty  will  again  have  a record  year  of  re- 
porting. The  accumulative  total  since  the  1 920’s  for  Children 
& Youth  expenditures  by  The  American  Legion  and  its  affili- 
ated organizations  approached  $300  million  in  1974.  All 
Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  should  be  justifiably 
proud  of  this  fine  record  of  support  of  the  Children  & Youth 
Program. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  program  year  was  the  five 
Children  & Youth  Area  Conferences.  These  conferences 
serve  as  a training  ground  for  those  interested  in  children  and 
youth  and  enable  our  national  staff  to  determine  what  are 
the  major  Children  & Youth  concerns  at  the  grassroots  level. 
During  1975,  Area  Conferences  were  held  in  Charleston, 
S.C.;  Manchester,  N.H.;  Annapolis,  Md.;  Lincoln,  Neb.; 
and  Casper,  Wyo.  From  all  outward  signs,  these  conferences 
were  extremely  successful.  The  interest  was  tremendous  and 
the  hospitality  by  the  host  Departments  was  outstanding. 
Our  compliments  to  the  Departments  of  South  Carolina, 
New  Hampshire,  Maryland,  Nebraska,  and  Wyoming  for 
being  such  excellent  hosts. 

The  past  year  has  seen  the  enactment  of  various  measures 
in  the  Congress  benefiting  children  which  had  the  support  of 
The  American  Legion  — strengthening  of  the  school  lunch 
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Ohio  Legionnaires  chose  support  of  the  Epilepsy 
Association  as  a special  project  in  its  program  of  service  to 
Children  & Youth  and,  as  indicated  by  the  oversize  check 
shown  above,  they  raised  nearly  $9,000  in  the  special  effort. 


program,  passage  of  a comprehensive  program  aimed  at 
prevention  of  juvenile  delinquency  and  federal  funding  for 
research  into  the  causes  for  child  abuse.  Presently,  The 
American  Legion  is  supporting  a number  of  Congressional 
measures  which  include  such  issues  as  increasing  the  level  of 
immunization  against  childhood  communicable  diseases, 
funding  for  juvenile  delinquency  prevention  programs  and 
better  control  of  veneral  diseases. 

The  Children  & Youth  Commission  has  a vital  interest  in 
state  legislation  for  children  and  as  a part  of  its  legislative 
activity  prepared  and  distributed  to  the  various  Depart- 
ments a state  legislative  kit  to  assist  Departments  with  their 
efforts  in  the  state  legislatures.  Included  in  these  kits  was  re- 
source material  and  model  legislation  for  such  areas  as 
educational  service  for  the  handicapped  child,  mandatory 
immunization  of  children  for  communicable  diseases  prior 
to  commencing  school,  suggestions  for  improved  legislation 
to  protect  the  abused  child  and  other  subjects. 

On  behalf  of  the  National  Children  & Youth  Commis- 
sion, I would  like  to  extend  a hearty  thanks  to  all  of  the 
Legionnaires  and  Auxiliary  members  who  have  so  gener- 
ously given  of  their  time  thus  giving  meaning  to  the  Children 
& Youth  Program. 


Rep.  James  C.  Cleveland,  N.H..  (seated  right),  reviews  copy 
of  the  current  edition  of  "Need  A Lift?”,  an  annually  updated 
guide  to  scholarship  and  career  opportunities  published  by 
The  American  Legion's  Education  and  Scholarship  pro- 
gram. Now  in  its  24th  edition,  the  popular  guide  has  been 
distributed  in  quantities  in  excess  of  150,000  for  the  past 
several  years.  Members  of  the  Legion's  New  Hampshire 
delegation  to  the  1975  American  Legion  Washington  Con- 
ference join  the  Congressman  in  his  Washington  office  to 
present  him  with  the  updated  version  of  " Need  A Lift?". 


AMERICAN  LEGION  CHILD  WELFARE 
FOUNDATION,  INC. 

L.  Eldon  James  (Virginia)  President 
Robert  H.  Patty  (Indiana)  Executive  Secretary 


Four  applications  requesting  grants  were  approved  at  the 
April  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors.  These  grants 
totaled  $38,113.  All  of  these  approved  grants  met  one  or 
both  of  the  Foundation's  purposes: 

1.  To  add  to  the  total  of  man's  knowledge  about  children 
and  youth  through  research,  and 
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2.  To  disseminate  the  knowledge  that  man  already 
possesses  about  our  children  and  youth  to  the  end  that  such 
knowledge  may  be  utilized  to  the  fullest  extent. 

The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare  Foundation  is  a 
unique  institution.  When  it  was  founded,  the  Foundation 
was  only  one  of  a kind.  When  its  purposes  were  restricted  by 
the  founders  to  children  and  youth,  there  were  perhaps  four 
or  five  regional  foundations  dealing  with  only  children’s 
problems  but  no  national  foundation  devoted  solely  to  child 
welfare. 

Since  its  founding  in  1954,  the  American  Legion  Child 
Welfare  Foundation  has  made  awards  or  grants  totaling 
more  than  $500,000  to  nonprofit  organizations  or  institu- 
tions of  higher  learning  in  this  country. 

The  1975  approved  applications  are: 

1.  A grant  of  $6,767  was  awarded  to  the  Department  of 
Microbiology  of  the  Virginia  Commonwealth  University  in 
Richmond,  Va.  The  purpose  of  the  project  is  to  study  the 
genetic  basis  of  certain  factors  in  the  cause  of  cystic  fibrosis. 
This  research  will  hopefully  find  some  clues  to  a possible 
control  of  cystic  fibrosis. 

2.  The  Cystic  Fibrosis  Foundation  of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  was 
awarded  a grant  of  $7,000  to  print  700,000  educational 
pamphlets  on  cystic  fibrosis  entitled  “Questions  and  Facts.” 
These  two  cystic  fibrosis  grants  were  made  possible  by  the 
use  of  funds  contributed  by  the  Eight  & Forty,  an  organiza- 
tion affiliated  with  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 

3.  The  Children’s  Foundation  in  Washington,  D.C.,  also 
received  a grant  of  $10,000  to  implement  a federal  food 
assistance  program  for  children’s  residential  institutions 
such  as  orphanages,  homes  for  the  retarded,  etc.  The  pur- 
pose of  this  project  is  to  implement  the  pending  legislation 
concerning  child  nutrition. 

4.  A grant  of  $14,346  was  awarded  to  the  University  of 
Maine,  Orono,  Me.,  for  a project  dealing  with  the  coping 
skills  for  citizenship  participation.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this 
project  to  prepare  a comprehensive  teachers’  guide  for 
citizenship  development  for  use  in  junior  high  schools. 

Officers  of  the  Board  of  Directors  are  as  follows: 

L.  Eldon  James  (Hampton,  Virginia),  President 
Walton  D.  Griffin  (Clarksville,  Tennessee),  Vice  President 

Earl  D.  Franklin,  Jr.  (Sterling,  Colorado),  Secretary 
U.  S.  Grant  (McPherson,  Kansas),  Treasurer 
Michael  J.  Kogutek  (Lackawanna,  New  York),  Member 
Robert  A.  Gish  (Basin,  Wyoming),  Member 
Raymond  H.  Steffensmeier  (Beemer,  Nebraska),  Member 
Billy  B.  Hester  (Houston,  Texas),  Member 
Quinn  Plowman  (Smithfield,  Utah),  Member 

These  directors  are  assisted  by  members  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary. 

Liaison  Committee  includes: 

Mrs.  Charles  Shaw  (Mattoon,  Illinois),  Chairman 
Mrs.  Henry  Ahnemiller  (Wenatchee,  Washington),  Vice 
Chairman 


Mrs.  O.  L.  Koger  (Topeka,  Kansas),  Member 

Appointed  personnel  consists  of: 

W.  Francis  Polen  (Indianapolis,  Indiana),  Assistant 
Treasurer 

Robert  H.  Patty  (Indianapolis,  Indiana),  Executive 
Secretary 

Under  the  1969  Tax  Reform  Act,  the  Foundation  retains 
its  tax  exempt  status.  Gifts,  therefore,  are  deductible  for 
federal  income  tax  .purposes  to  the  extent  permitted  by  law. 
Bequests  to  the  Foundation  are  deductible  for  federal 
inheritance  tax  purposes  to  the  extent  of  the  Federal  Tax 
Act.  Memorial  contributions  upon  the  death  of  a friend  or 
members  of  The  American  Legion  or  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  continue  to  be  a popular  form  of  support  for  the 
Foundation.  A memorial  card  is  sent  immediately  to  the 
next  of  kin  so  they  may  know  of  the  thoughtfulness  of  the 
contributor.  In  this  way,  the  contribution  serves  a two-fold 
purpose.  It  memorializes  a friend  or  member  and  it  also 
contributes  toward  a better  life  for  our  Nation’s  children. 


CONVENTION  COMMISSION 


rence  E.  Hoffman  (Florida)  Chairman 
Villiam  H.  Miller  (Oregon)  Director 


The  primary  function  of  the  National  Convention 
Commission  is  to  receive  invitations  for  National 
Conventions  from  interested  cities,  investigate  and  inspect 
the  facilities  offered,  recommend  a particular  city  for  future 
conventions,  and  supervise  the  planning  and  actual  opera- 
tion of  the  convention  itself.  The  National  Contest  Super- 
visory Committee  and  National  Distinguished  Guests 
Committee  are  attached  to  the  Convention  Commission  and 
are  under  its  supervision. 

Following  the  present  meeting  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  the 
next  National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion  will  be 
staged  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  on  Aug.  20-26,  1976.  Seattle 
appears  to  be  eminently  qualified  to  host  such  a convention 
in  conjunction  with  our  country’s  Bicentennial  Celebration, 
and  an  attractive,  exciting  and  outstanding  program  is  being 
prepared  by  the  Legionnaires  who  comprise  the  Convention 
Corporation.  Pre-convention  and  post-convention  trips  will 
be  highlighted. 


Thereafter,  tentative  awards  have  been  made  to  the 
following  cities: 

Denver,  Colorado August  19-25,  1977 

New  Orleans,  Louisiana August  18-24,  1978 

Kansas  City,  Missouri August  17-23,  1979 

Several  convention  format  changes  at  Miami  Beach  in 
1974  proved  so  successful  that  they  have  been  made 
permanent.  The  Musical  Spectacular  (formerly  Parade  of 
Champions)  will  be  presented  on  Saturday  evening  rather 
than  Sunday;  the  National  Convention  Parade  will  take 
place  on  Sunday  rather  than  Monday;  and  the  National 
American  Legion  Golf  Tournament  will  be  a feature  of  every 
year.  Greater  emphasis  will  be  placed  on  providing  dele- 
gates and  guests  with  social  activities  and  encouraging  larger 
attendances  at  committee  and  commission  meetings  and 
business  sessions. 

A special  sub-committee  of  the  Commission  is  continuing 
its  study  and  evaluation  of  all  convention  contests.  Interim 
reports  demonstrate  several  major  accomplishments  de- 
signed to  streamline  this  activity  and  attract  new  competi- 
tion groups.  This  sub-committee  will  continue  its  study  and 
present  a final  report  in  the  near  future. 

The  Distinguished  Guests  Committee  has  always 
functioned  in  the  manner  that  has  brought  credit  to  The 
American  Legion.  Future  plans  will  tend  to  enhance  our 
image  in  this  regard. 

Conventions  have  become  big  business  in  many  cities  of 
the  United  States.  New  facilities  and  plans  for  convention 
halls  and  hotels  are  being  fostered  throughout  the  United 
States.  Urban  America  is  making  a comeback  and  the  hotel 
and  convention  hall  industry  is  its  strongest  supporter.  The 
Convention  Commission  is  desirous  of  exploring  new  areas 
and  welcomes  invitations  to  host  future  conventions. 

The  Commission  was  saddened  to  learn  of  the  death  this 
year  of  Dr.  A.  R.  “Pete”  Choppin  of  Louisiana,  a long-time 
member  of  the  Commission.  We  shall  miss  him,  and  express 
our  sincere  condolences  to  his  family  and  friends. 


National  Convention  parade  arrangements,  in  cooperation 
with  the  host  Convention  Corporations,  are  among  the 
responsibilities  oj  the  National  Convention  Commission  in 
planning  and  executing  the  many  details  that  must  be 
handled  at  every  American  Legion  National  Convention. 


CONTEST  SUPERVISORY  COMMITTEE 

Deming  Smith  (South  Dakota)  Chairman 
Robert  W.  Spanogle  (Michigan)  Liaison 


The  1974  National  Contests  were  held  at  Miami  Beach, 
Florida.  There  were  48  musical  and  marching  units  in 
competition  for  National  Championships. 

The  current  National  Champions  are: 

SENIOR  DRUM  & BUGLE  CORPS  Hawthorne 
Caballeros,  Post  199,  Hawthorne,  New  Jersey 
JUNIOR  DRUM  & BUGLE  CORPS  — Philadelphia 
P.A.L.,  Post  396,  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania 
SENIOR  COLOR  GUARD  — Jersey  Chevrons,  Post  40, 
Ridgefield  Park,  New  Jersey 

JUNIOR  COLOR  GUARD  — Scarlet  Cadets.  Post  299. 
Belleville,  New  Jersey 

SENIOR  BAND  Joliet  Legion  Band,  Post  1284,  Joliet, 
Illinois 

JUNIOR  BAND  Legion  Kadet  Concert  Band,  Vigo 
County  Council,  Terre  Haute,  Indiana 
JUNIOR  FIELD  BAND  — Westbrook  High  School,  Post 
197,  Westbrook,  Maine 

JUNIOR  DRILL  TEAM  Rangerettes,  Post  610,  Brook 
Park,  Ohio 

CHORUS  Singing  Legionnaires,  Post  15,  Sioux  Falls, 
South  Dakota 

QUARTET  — The  Frontiersmen,  Post  15,  Sioux  Falls, 
South  Dakota 

Minneapolis  Competition 

Earlier  this  year  The  American  Legion  sent  an  Intent  to 
Participate  Letter  to  all  musical  and  marching  units  on  our 
mailing  list.  The  National  Contests  Supervisory  Committee 
received  many  responses  to  that  mailing,  and  we  look  for- 
ward to  a high  number  of  musical  and  marching  units  for  our 
contests  here  at  Minneapolis. 

Contest  Categories 

The  current  contest  categories  for  Minneapolis  are  as 
follows: 

Senior  Drum  Corps  Junior  Color  Guard 

Junior  Drum  Corps  Senior  Drill  Team 

Senior  Band  (Concert  Only)  Junior  Drill  Team 
Junior  Field  Band  Firing  Squad 

Senior  Color  Guard  Chorus  and  Quartet 

Contest  Sites 

The  Musical  Spectacular  (formerly  Parade  of 
Champions)  will  be  held  Saturday,  August  16,  at  7:00  p.m.. 
at  Parade  Stadium.  This  stadium  is  within  easy  walking 
distance  of  the  major  downtown  hotels.  The  stadium  itself  is 
used  for  musical  competition  during  the  Aquatennial  which 
is  held  each  year  at  Minneapolis. 

■ The  Memorial  Service,  Chorus,  Quartet  and  Senior  Band 
competition  will  be  held  at  Orchestra  Hall  located  in  down- 
town Minneapolis.  Orchestra  Hall  is  one  of  the  finest  of  its 
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type  in  the  world.  Acoustically,  it  is  known  as  being  as  close 
to  perfect  as  possible.  The  Memorial  Service  will  begin  on 
Sunday,  August  17,  at  9:00  a.m.,  with  the  Chorus,  Quartet 
and  Senior  Band  competition  immediately  following. 


INTERNAL  AFFAIRS  COMMISSION 


John  M.  Carey  (Michigan)  Chairman 
C,  W,  (Pat)  Geile  (Indiana)  Director 


It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission  “To 
formulate  and  recommend  policies  and  to  oversee  the 
implementation  of  adopted  policies  relating  to  activities  con- 
ducted for  organizational  purposes,  including  but  not 
limited  to  such  as  do  not  properly  come  within  the  scope  of 
any  other  national  commission;  further  to  review  and  give 
guidance  to  the  necessary  administrative  operations  of  the 
National  Headquarters.” 

In  carrying  out  these  very  broad  responsibilities,  four 
national  committees  are  assigned  to  the  Internal  Affairs 
Commission  for  “coordination  and  supervision.”  These  are: 
Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee;  Membership  and 
Post  Activities  Committee;  Resolutions  Assignment 
Committee;  and  Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials 
Committee. 

Membership  and  Post  Activities  Committee 

Because  of  the  importance  of  its  work,  a separate  report 
on  the  activities  of  this  committee  for  the  past  year  has  been 
submitted,  but  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  at  the  time  this  re- 
port was  written  it  appeared  certain  that  The  American 
Legion  would  enjoy  a membership  increase  for  1975.  The 
membership  operation  was  completely  re-organized  in  1961, 
and  in  10  of  the  14  years  since  then.  The  American  Legion 
has  experienced  increases  in  membership.  The  post  World 
War  II  membership  low  was  2,544,437,  registered  in  1964. 
Membership  for  1975  is  expected  to  be  at  least  150,000 
greater  than  in  1964. 

Constitution  and  By-Laws  Committee 

This  committee  reviews  and  makes  recommendations  on 
resolutions  seeking  to  amend  the  National  Constitution  and 
By-Laws.  A major  change  in  eligibility  was  approved  at  the 
1974  National  Convention,  changing  the  closing  date  for 


World  War  II  from  Sept.  2,  1945,  to  Dec.  31,  1946;  changing 
the  closing  date  for  the  Korean  War  from  July  27,  1953,  to 
January  31,  1955;  and  establishing  Aug.  15,  1973,  as  the 
terminal  date  for  Vietnam  Era  eligibility. 

Legislation  to  amend  the  federal  charter  in  accordance 
with  these  changes  was  passed  by  the  Congress  and  signed  by 
the  President  on  Dec.  27,  1974. 

Trophies,  Awards  and  Ceremonials  Committee 

. 

All  resolutions  establishing  or  changing  the  various 
national  awards  and  trophies  are  routed  through  this 
committee,  which  also  makes  recommendations  for  the 
awarding  of  The  American  Legion  Distinguished  Service 
Medal,  International  Amity  Awards,  and  Canadian  Friend- 
ship Awards. 

This  committee  also  has  responsibility  for  the  official 
Manual  of  Ceremonies  and  has  been  engaged  in  a long-term 
study  and  revision  of  the  manual.  Since  the  initiation  of  this 
study,  revisions  have  been  made  in  the  funeral  ritual  and  in 
the  regular  initiation  ritual.  In  addition,  a short  form 
installation  ceremony  has  been  adopted. 

Resolutions  Assignment  Committee 

This  committee  has  only  one  assignment  and  it  meets  only 
at  the  time  of  the  annual  National  Convention.  All  resolu- 
tions for  consideration  by  the  convention  are  routed  through 
the  Resolutions  Assignment  Committee,  which  assigns  them 
to  the  appropriate  convention  committee  for  consideration 
and  report  to  the  National  Convention. 

Sons  of  The  American  Legion 

It  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Internal  Affairs  Commission 
to  provide  supervision  at  the  national  level  for  The  Ameri- 
can Legion’s  junior  organization,  the  Sons  of  The  American 


Five-week-old  Richard  Vasquez  in  his  somewhat  outsized 
Sons  oj  The  American  Legion  cap  is  welcomed  into 
Squadron  272  oj  the  SAL,  Montebello,  California,  by  the 
Squadron’s  color  guard.  Richard  posed  for  this  photo  in  the 
arms  oj  his  mother  Terri  Vasquez,  a member  oj  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
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Legion.  In  comparison  with  the  parent  organization,  the 
SAL’s  20,000+  members  represent  a small  group,  but  since 
the  establishment  of  a national  SAL  structure,  with  a 
National  Commander,  Adjutant,  Executive  Committee, 
etc.,  the  SAL  has  enjoyed  a steady  growth  and  today  stands 
at  its  highest  level  since  1946. 

The  SAL  will  be  holding  its  fourth  annual  National 
Convention  in  Minneapolis  just  prior  to  The  American 
Legion  National  Convention  in  the  same  city.  Gregory  D. 
Reis  of  Illinois  has  served  as  National  Commander  during 
the  past  year,  and  Kent  Breedlove  of  Indiana  as  National 
Adjutant. 

Consolidated  Post  Reporting 

Another  new  for  1975  was  the  inauguration  of  a uniform 
system  of  reporting  by  American  Legion  Posts.  A Consoli- 
dated Post  Report  Form  was  developed,  and  at  the  time  of 
this  writing  Posts  were  beginning  to  file  their  reports  for  the 
12  month  period,  June  1,  1974,  through  May  31,  1975. 

Other  Activities 

The  Internal  Affairs  Commission,  among  its  many  assign- 
ments, is  also  responsible  for  the  development  and 
implementation  of  American  Legion  policies  in  the  field  of 
pollution  abatement  and  preservation  of  the  environment. 
Currently,  The  American  Legion  is  supporting  the  establish- 
ment of  quality  standards  for  underground  water  resources, 
a goal  which  has  been  at  least  partially  accomplished 
through  the  adoption  of  S.  433  of  the  93rd  Congress  on 
December  16,  1974,  (Public  Law  93-523). 

Other  matters  which  are  now  either  pending  or  under 
study  include:  Improvement  of  public  facilities  at  the  USS 
Arizona  Memorial  in  Honolulu;  the  study  of  a recommenda- 
tion to  establish  a national  American  Legion  Bowling 
Tournament;  the  study  of  a possible  American  Legion  at- 
large  membership;  and  methods  of  adding  to  the  material 
benefits  of  American  Legion  membership. 

Posts  Chartered 
6/1/74  to  5/31/75 


Number  of  Posts  6/1/74  15,939 

Canceled  6/1/74  to  5/31/75 137 

Chartered  same  period 117 

Number  of  Posts  5/31/75 15,919 


MEMBERSHIP  AND  POST  ACTIVITIES 

William  F.  Gormley  (Pennsylvania)  Chairman 
J.  Lloyd  Wignall  (Utah)  Director 


MEMBERSHIP  STRENGTH 


Total  official  membership,  1973  2,696,784 

Total  official  membership,  1974 2,673,207 

1974  membership,  as  of  May  31,  1974  2,587,346 

1975  membership,  as  of  May  31,  1975  2,612,259 


For  1975  more  than  forty  of  the  fifty-eight  Departments 
will  show  a membership  gain,  as  will  the  National  Organiza- 


tion. This  membership  year  has  been  marked  by  an  innova- 
tive cash  incentive  award  program  initiated  by  National 
Commander  Wagonseller  and  by  significant  gains  in  the  big 
three  Departments  of  Pennsylvania,  New  York  and  Illinois. 

Most  long-time  leading  membership  Departments  con- 
tinued to  have  success  and  the  Departments  of  Arizona, 
Florida,  Maryland,  Minnesota,  North  Dakota  and  South 
Dakota  reached  all-time  highs  for  1974  and  have  done,  or 
will  do  the  same  for  1975.  Indiana  will  probably  join  this 
select  group  and  the  Departments  of  Kansas,  Michigan, 
Nebraska,  Texas  and  the  National  Commander’s  own  Ohio 
have  all  made  major  membership  contributions. 

Be  Counted  Again  — Now 

“Be  Counted  Again”  continues  to  be  well  received  and  well 
used.  There  is  plenty  of  mileage  left  in  this  theme,  but  for 
1975,  the  key  word  has  been  “Now.”  “Now”  has  fitted  the 
needs  and  the  moods  of  this  past  membership  year.  The 
American  Legion,  along  with  America  and  its  citizens,  was 
being  tested  to  a degree  reminiscent  of  our  pioneer  ancestry. 
The  American  Legion  responded  and  significant  successes  in 
the  legislative  field  have  shown  America’s  veterans  that  they 
still  have  a fighting  champion  in  The  American  Legion. 

Direct  Renewal  Notices 

Thirty-nine  Departments  participated  in  the  direct 
renewal  notice  program  during  the  1975  membership  year. 
As  of  the  close  of  March,  these  thirty-nine  Departments 
showed  an  average  membership  gain  of  595  compared  to  an 
average  gain  of  200  for  the  thirteen  non-participating 
Departments  and  133  for  the  six  Foreign  Departments. 

A significant  breakthrough  was  achieved  during  this  past 
year  in  reducing  costs  of  the  direct  renewal  program. 
Because  of  decreased  postal  costs  and  the  continued 
success  of  mailing  direct  dues  notices,  the  National 
Organization  will  assume  the  entire  cost  of  mailing  the  first 
notices  for  the  1976  membership  year.  Mailing  of  second  or 
third  notices  will  continue  to  be  paid  by  Department  or 
Posts.  Because  of  this  added  incentive,  all  except  three  of  the 
eligible  Departments  will  be  participating.  Foreign  Depart- 
ments are  not  as  yet  eligible. 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership 

Paid-Up-For-Life  Membership  is  now  a reality.  As  of 
1975  Department  Conventions  the  majority  of  the 
Departments  began  participation  in  the  National  program. 
The  final  count  was  not  available  when  this  report  was  pre- 
pared, but  all  Departments  will  be  taking  part  unless  definite 
action  was  taken  by  the  Department  to  exclude  it  from 
participation.  Applications,  rates  and  guidelines  have  been 
distributed,  and  applications  are  now  being  accepted  by 
posts  in  participating  Departments.  Rates  can  be  obtained 
from  these  posts  or  by  writing;  PUFL.  The  American 
Legion,  P.O.  Box  1055,  Indianapolis.  Indiana  46206. 

New  Posts 

Commander  Wagonseller  began  his  year  with  a major 
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objective  of  reversing  the  trend  of  the  past  twenty  years  when 
we  have  consistently  suffered  a net  loss  of  Posts.  Cash 
awards  have  been  made  to  Departments,  through 
Department  Commanders,  for  the  chartering  of  new  Posts. 
Membership,  as  of  ninety  days  from  the  date  of  granting  a 
charter,  has  been  the  criteria  on  which  monetary  awards 
were  based.  As  of  May  31,  $3,700  has  been  distributed 
through  Department  Commanders  for  the  chartering  of  51 
Posts. 

Awards  of  $100  have  also  been  made  to  Commanders  of 
the  ten  leading  Departments  in  terms  of  percentage  of  poten- 
tial enrolled  and  the  number  of  Posts  per  10,000  eligible 
veterans. 

Gold  Cup  Commanders 

An  elite  corps  of  American  Legion  Commanders  made 
their  appearance  during  this  past  year.  They  are  known  as 
“Gold  Cup  Commanders.” 

Post  Commanders  — Twenty-five  Gold  Cup  Post 
Commanders  received  a free  trip  to  the  1975  National 
Convention  in  Minneapolis  (or  the  cash  equivalent). 
Commanders  whose  posts  reached  an  all-time  membership 
high  for  1975  by  March  31  (as  certified  by  the  Department 
Adjutant)  had  a chance  to  receive  one  of  these  twenty-five 
awards.  From  the  list  of  all-time  high  Post  Commanders 
names  were  drawn  in  the  following  manner.  As  the  name  was 
drawn,  the  name  of  the  Department  was  noted  and  no 
further  Post  Commanders  from  that  Department  were 
selected.  There  was  one  winner  from  each  of  twenty-five 
Departments. 

District  Commanders  — Fifteen  Gold  Cup  District 
Commanders  received  a free  trip  to  the  1975  National 
Convention  in  Minneapolis  (or  the  cash  equivalent). 
Districts  competed  with  each  other  in  five  categories  (based 
on  the  size  of  the  District).  Awards  went  to  the  top  three 
District  Commanders  in  each  of  the  five  categories  — fif- 
teen in  all.  Membership  on  May  1 was  computed  as  a per- 
centage of  last  year’s  final,  total  membership,  and  the  three 
District  Commanders  with  the  highest  percentage  in  each 
category  received  the  free  Convention  trips. 

Department  Commanders  — Every  Department 
Commander  whose  1975  membership  topped  the  final,  total 
1974  membership  by  thirty  days  before  the  National 
Convention  (July  21,  1975)  received  a free  trip  to  the 
National  Convention  (or  the  cash  equivalent). 

All-Time  High  Departments  — In  addition,  the  Depart- 
ment Membership  Chairman  of  a Department  which 
attained  an  all-time  membership  high  by  thirty  days  before 
the  National  Convention  (July  21,  1975)  received  a free  trip 
to  the  National  Convention  (or  the  cash  equivalent). 

Workshops  and  Seminars 

The  Twelfth  Annual  National  Membership  Workshop 
was  held  at  National  Headquarters  on  July  31 -August  1, 
1975.  This  continues  to  be  an  excellent  means  of  launching 


new  membership  programs  and  for  training  present  and 
future  officers. 

Again  this  year  the  Workshop  will  be  supplemented  by 
four  District  Commander’s  Training  Seminars  scheduled  for 
the  first  weekend  in  September  at  sites  scattered  throughout 
the  country.  By  the  time  these  meetings  (together  with  two  or 
three  Department  meetings  of  similar  nature)  have  been 
completed  over  two-thirds  of  our  elected  officers  down 
through  District  Commanders  will  have  received  indoctrina- 
tion and  training  in  connection  with  the  1976  membership 
campaign. 

Unofficial  Membership  Awards 

Forty-five  Departments  qualified  for  1975  Early  Bird 
Department  citations.  Accordingly,  citations  were  pre- 
sented to  the  Commander  and  Adjutant  of  Alabama, 
Alaska,  Arkansas,  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Dela- 
ware, Florida,  Idaho,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  Mexico, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Nebraska,  Nevada,  New 
Hampshire,  New  Jersey,  New  Mexico,  North  Carolina, 
North  Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Panama  CZ, 
Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  South  Carolina,  South 
Dakota,  Tennessee,  Texas,  Utah,  Vermont,  Virginia, 
Washington,  West  Virginia,  Wisconsin  and  Wyoming. 

The  Big  Ten  Departments  for  1975  are  Minnesota,  Ohio, 
Louisiana,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Color- 
ado, South  Carolina,  Nevada  and  Wyoming. 


William  F.  Gormley,  National  Membership  and  Post 
Activities  Committee  Chairman  (second  from  left),  re- 
presents the  city  of  Philadelphia  at  the  signing  of  a contract 
by  Robert  A.  Beck,  (left)  president  of  Prudential  Insurance 
Company  of  America,  and  Richard  L.  Roudebush  (second 
from  right)  for  a $66-billion  group  insurance  policy,  the 
largest  group  policy  in  history.  Observing  at  right  is  S.  W. 
Melidosian,  Director,  Veterans  Administration  Center, 
Philadelphia. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES 


SUPPLIES 

6/1/74  to  5/31/75 


James  S.  Whitfield  (Missouri)  Executive  Director 
Hollis  C.  Hull  (Oklahoma)  Asst.  Executive  Director 


The  Executive  Director,  whose  office  is  located  in  the 
National  Headquarters  in  Indianapolis,  has  three  major 
responsibilities. 

1)  He  performs  such  duties  as  may  be  assigned  to  him  by 
the  National  Adjutant  to  assist  in  meeting  the  myriad 
responsibilities  of  that  office  and,  during  temporary  ab- 
sences of  the  National  Adjutant  from  the  Headquarters,  acts 
for  him. 

2)  He  heads  the  Administrative  Services  Division  and 
through  it  supervises  and  coordinates  the  many  administra- 
tive functions  of  the  Indianapolis  Headquarters. 

3)  He  functions  as  the  Director  of  Personnel,  recruiting 
necessary  staff,  maintaining  personnel  records,  and  serving 
on  the  Personnel  Committee  of  the  Headquarters. 

Included  in  the  Administrative  Services  Division  of  the 
Indianapolis  Headquarters  are  the  following  administrative 
functions:  Cashier;  Mail;  Printing,  Purchasing  and  General 
Supply  . . . stock,  receiving,  shipping;  Library,  Archives,  E. 
A.  Blackmore  Museum;  Communications  Center;  Building 
Maintenance;  Cafeteria;  Personnel  Records  and  Re- 
cruiting; Finance  Section  and  Insurance  Section. 

The  Administrative  Services  Division  also  provides  all 
secretarial  assistance  to  the  executive  officers  of  The  Ameri- 
can Legion. 

The  following  statistical  tables  are  indicative  of  the 
volume  of  work  routinely  performed  by  this  Division: 

MAIL 

6/1/74  to  5/31/75 

Incoming  Letters  (Distributed  to  various 


Divisions  for  processing) 2,710,683 

Incoming  Parcels  2,454 

Outgoing  Letters 246,536 

Outgoing  Parcels  (Exclusive  of  National 

Emblem  Sales) 42,592 


COMMUNICATIONS  CENTER 


6/1/74  to  5/31/75 

Pages  Mimeographed 4,855 

Pages  Multigraphed  & Multilithed 2,440,916 

Envelopes  & Labels  Addressed 257,290 

Letters  Transcribed 2,050 

MC/ST 7,168 

Composer 952 

Addressograph  Plates  Cut 4,730 

Telegrams  (In  175)  (Out  2,560) 2,735 

Total  Copy  System 2,026,591 

3-M 46,201 

Headliner 109 

Binding 3,435 


Paper  Cut  and  Processed 
971  reams  or  24,275  lbs.  (12.138  tons) 


FREIGHT  AND  EXPRESS 

6/1/74  to  5/31/75 

In 49  Cartons 

(1,843  lbs.) 

Out 1,493  Cartons 

(58,775  lbs.) 

UPS  (in) 2,910  Parcels 

UPS  (out) 4,859  Parcels 


LIBRARY  & EMIL  A.  BLACKMORE  MUSEUM 

6/1/74  to  5/31/75 


Materials  added  to  Library 201,180 

Informational  requests  answered 

by  staff 8,974 

Items  added  to  Emil  A.  Blackmore 

Museum 21 


COMPUTER  CENTER 

The  Computer  Center  is  currently  responsible  for  the 
following  projects: 

Updating  of  The  American  Legion  Magazine,  SAL  and 
Firing  Line  mailing  lists;  and  the  printing  of  mailing  labels. 

Production  of  Direct  Membership  Renewal  Notices  and 
Registers. 

The  production  of  membership  cards  and  registers, 
department  accounting  reports  and  statistical  information. 

The  printing  of  state  paper  mailing  labels,  upon  request. 

The  maintenance  of  inventory  controls,  purchasing  con- 
trols and  billing  applications  for  The  American  Legion 
Emblem  Division. 

Productions  of  all  General  Ledger  accounting  informa- 
tion. 

All  payroll  reports  and  affiliated  tax  and  insurance  reports. 

Maintenance  of  the  mailing  list  and  automated  grading 
for  the  Extension  Institute. 

Production  of  audit  control  and  circulation  analysis 
reports  for  The  American  Legion  Magazine. 

Production  of  Inventory  Control  and  Purchase  Order 
Control  for  National  Headquarters. 

Emblem  Sales  Invoices  and  Reports. 

Accounts  Receivable. 

Retirement  Investment  Program. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  MAGAZINE 
COMMISSION 


Benjamin  B.  Truskoski  (Connecticut)  Chairman 
James  F.  O'Neil  (New  Hampshire)  Publisher 


Major  actions  regarding  The  American  Legion  Maga- 
zine’s future  were  made  in  this  year  of  1975  and  more  are  in 
prospect,  especially  as  they  relate  to  the  allocation  of  dues 
(subscription  revenues)  for  the  publication  in  the  years 
ahead. 

As  a result  of  decisions  reached  at  the  Spring  National 
Executive  Committee  Meeting,  between  now  and  the  next 
National  Convention  of  The  American  Legion,  the  basic 
editorial  functions  of  the  magazine  will  have  been  trans- 
ferred to  Washington,  D.C.,  where  they  will  be  housed  in 
The  American  Legion’s  building  at  1608  K Street,  N.W.,  in 
that  city.  The  office  of  the  publisher  along  with  the  adver- 
tising department  and  the  essential  production  facilities  will 
remain  in  the  metropolitan  New  York  area. 

Bob  Pitkin,  whose  brilliant  editorial  capabilities  have 
meant  so  much  to  the  success  of  the  magazine,  will  be  re- 
tiring as  editor  as  1975  comes  to  a close,  completing  30  years 
of  distinguished  service. 

Mr.  Pitkin  will  be  succeeded  by  Ray  McHugh,  of 
Washington,  D.C.,  named  to  the  post  by  National 
Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller.  On  July  1,  he  joined  the 
staff  to  become  acquainted  with  the  magazine’s  operations, 
including  the  methods  employed  in  covering  and  reporting 
National  Conventions. 

Mr.  McHugh  has  a distinguished  journalistic  back- 
ground, marked  by  several  years  as  Washington  bureau  chief 
and  vice  president  of  the  Copley  News  Service.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  The  American  Legion  since  1947  and  currently  is 
Sergeant-at-Arms  of  the  Henry  C.  Spengler  Post  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  Recently,  his  son,  a Navy  Lieutenant 
Commander,  and  92  of  his  shipmates  became  members  of 
Spengler  Post.  At  the  national  level,  Mr.  McHugh  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Spirit  of  ’76  Committee. 

Sharp  increases  in  paper,  printing  and  postal  costs  con- 
tinue to  be  the  major  concern  of  the  American  Legion  Maga- 
zine Commission  and  the  staff.  The  impact  of  these  expendi- 
tures has  forced  the  magazine  into  a deficit  budget  for  the 


first  time  in  almost  50  years.  Comparisons  as  they  relate  to 
these  items  for  the  past  three  years  reveal  the  reasons: 


Paper 

Printing 

Postal 


1973 

$1,067,010 

693,985 

310,942 


1974 

$1,111,973 

834,057 

411,000 


1975 

$1,632,860 

957.000 

500.000 


Examination  of  these  financial  records  reveals  that  the 
current  $1.00  per  year  per  member  from  the  dues  structure 
will  not  cover  the  1975  costs  of  paper,  printing  and  Postal 
Service  charges.  We  anticipate  that  paper  and  printing 
expenditures  may  peak  soon,  but  the  outlook  for  the  Postal 
Service  mailing  costs  is  not  good.  By  the  time  the  phase-out 
schedule  of  increases  ends  in  the  early  ’80’s  the  second-class 
postage  bill  alone  will  absorb  the  dollar.  It  is  expected  to 
reach  one-quarter  of  that  amount  this  year,  and  it  will  jump 
$50,000  per  year  for  the  next  10  years  without  special  in- 
creases that  could  more  than  double  the  total. 


Congress  offers  the  only  hope  of  non-profit  magazines  for 
relief.  The  Legislative  Division  remains  very  close  to  the 
problem,  and  we  are  continuing  to  press  for  legislative  action 
but  meaningful  help  is  not  likely. 

We  sincerely  believe  that  The  American  Legion  Magazine 
is  a “plus”  for  the  organization  and  every  member.  Our 
favorable  mail  runs  heavy  and  the  readership  extends  well 
beyond  the  membership.  We  have  been  most  impressed  by 
the  reaction  of  students  and  educators,  especially  in  their 
praise  of  the  historical  articles. 

It  is  essential  to  maintain  that  quality,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
The  American  Legion  Magazine  can  no  longer  meet  this 
challenge  on  the  current  $ 1 .00  per  year  per  member  from  the 
dues  structure.  This  is  the  same  sum  made  available  in  1919 
when  the  magazine  came  into  being,  shortly  after  the  birth  of 
The  American  Legion.  The  crisis  is  here,  and  it  isn’t  going 
away  without  positive  action. 


Robert  B.  Pitkin,  distinguished  editor  of  The  American 
Legion  Magazine,  is  retiring  December  31,  1975,  after  nearly 
three  decades  of  service  with  the  magazine,  including  more 
than  12  years  as  editor. 
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The  magazine  staff  has  been  cut  from  a total  of  160  in  1950 
(1 14  in  Circulation  at  Indianapolis;  39  in  New  York  and  7 in 
Advertising  in  Chicago)  to  34  at  National  Headquarters,  15 
in  New  York  and  none  in  Chicago. 

Estimates  of  the  savings  to  be  realized  from  the  transfer  of 
some  operations  to  Washington  in  the  report  of  the  Study 
Committee,  named  by  the  National  Commander,  approxi- 
mate $100,000. 

There  is  no  other  way  to  go  now  except  by  seeking 
additional  revenues,  as  every  avenue  of  reducing  costs  has 
been  exhausted. 

Our  income  from  subscriptions  (dues)  and  advertising  is 
running  slightly  ahead  of  1974.  The  predictions  are  that  the 
membership  will  hit  2,700,000  — a gain  of  30,000  over  last 
year.  Ad  revenues  are  up  about  $30,000,  but  it  isn’t  safe  to 
forecast  that  this  fine  record  will  hold  for  the  balance  of  this 
chaotic  business  cycle  we  are  facing. 

Experience  reveals  that  The  American  Legion  performs 
best  in  times  of  challenge.  That  is  our  hope  as  we  move  into 
the  57th  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis. 


FOREIGN  RELATIONS  COMMISSION 


Dr.  Robert  P.  Foster  (Missouri)  Chairman 
James  R.  Wilson,  Jr.  (Pennsylvania)  Director 


During  the  1974-75  American  Legion  year,  as  directed  by 
resolutions  adopted  by  several  National  Conventions,  the 
Foreign  Relations  Commission  and  staff  concentrated  its 
energies  on  such  major  American  foreign  policy  issues  as 
Soviet-American  relations,  Indochina,  our  MIAs  in  South- 
east Asia,  the  Middle  East,  and  the  Panama  Canal.  This  has 
been  a year  of  shock  to  all  Americans  because  of  the  loss  of 
Indochina  to  communism.  It  has  been  a time  when  our 
nation  and  our  people  have  thoughtfully  reconsidered  our 
international  objectives  and  endeavored  to  re-evaluate  our 
commitments  around  the  entire  world.  We  are  confident  that 
a realistic  assessment  of  our  strengths  and  our  weaknesses,  of 
the  needs  of  our  allies  and  friends,  and  of  the  power  and  de- 
signs of  our  enemies  around  the  world  will  lead  to  a clear  and 
united  American  view  of  our  future  foreign  policy. 

In  1974-75  the  uncritical  acceptance  of  Soviet-American 
detente  was  seriously  eroded  by  Soviet  actions  in  the  Middle 


East,  by  its  all-out  support  for  communist  forces  in  Indo- 
china, and  by  its  own  policies  at  home  concerning 
intellectual  dissenters  and  would-be  Jewish  emigrants  to 
Israel.  The  American  Legion  strenuously  opposed  favor- 
able trade  and  export  credit  concessions  offered  the  Soviet 
Union  in  the  Trade  Reform  Act  of  1974.  Because  of  the  sup- 
port of  many  American  veterans  groups.  Senator  Jackson 
secured  passage  of  an  amendment  to  the  Act  requiring 
Soviet  liberalization  of  emigration  in  return  for  trade 
concessions  and  the  Soviets  rejected  the  trade  agreement  on 
that  basis.  Similarly  tight  limits  were  placed  on  export 
credits  for  Soviet  procurement  of  American  technology. 
Thus  warnings  were  served  that  detente  cannot  be  a one-way 
street. 

As  Chairman  of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission.  I was 
authorized  to  represent  The  American  Legion  at  V-E  Day 
ceremonies  in  the  Soviet  Union  in  May,  1975.  At  the  request 
of  the  Department  of  State,  a representative  group  of  Ameri- 
can veterans  was  sent  to  the  U.S.S.R.  for  this  purpose.  A 


State  Department  Post  No.  68,  The  American  Legion,  con- 
ducts reception  for  Legion  leaders  during  the  1975 
Washington  Conference.  Dr.  Robert  Foster  (right)  Chair- 
man of  the  Legion’s  Foreign  Relations  Commission,  chats 
with  Ellsworth  Bunker,  former  U.S.  Ambassador  to  South 

Vietnam. 


With  sensitive  negotiations  in  progress  over  the  Panama 
Canal,  many  members  of  the  National  Foreign  Relations 
and  National  Security  Commissions,  at  their  own  expense, 
made  a trip  to  the  Canal  Zone  to  see  the  situation  for  them- 
selves and  to  put  themselves  in  a better  position  to  bring  well- 
informed  recommendations  to  the  National  Convention. 
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group  of  Soviet  war  veterans  paid  a return  visit  to  the  United 
States  in  June. 

The  collapse  of  Cambodia  and  South  Vietnam,  and  the 
slower  digestion  of  Laos  by  its  communist  forces  this  spring 
further  demonstrated  the  folly  of  relying  upon  detente  with- 
out maintaining  military  power  and  support  for  allies.  The 
Soviets  and  Communist  China  continued  to  pour  all  neces- 
sary aid  into  Indochina;  we  did  not.  The  American  Legion 
throughout  the  spring  campaign  hammered  at  the  Congress 
in  support  of  President  Ford’s  emergency  military  aid 
request  of  $922  million.  Nothing  succeeded  in  the  face  of 
Congressional  restraints  on  the  President.  Hopefully,  the  fall 
of  South  Vietnam  and  the  manner  in  which  we  conducted 
our  military  operations  should  have  taught  us  a sobering 
lesson;  namely  that  once  American  military  forces  are  en- 
gaged, the  objective  should  be  to  win  decisively  in  the  short- 
est possible  time.  The  policy  of  graduated  response  was 
proven  utterly  bankrupt  and  contributed  materially  to  the 
ultimate  fall  of  our  valiant  allies  in  Indochina. 

Throughout  the  Legion  year,  we  have  continued  to  assist 
and  cooperate  closely  with  the  National  League  of  Families 
in  vain  efforts  to  secure  an  accounting  of  our  1,300  service- 
men still  missing  in  Southeast  Asia.  Rallies,  letters,  peti- 
tions, Congressional  hearings  and  resolutions  all  failed  to  get 
action.  Thus  far  the  United  States  has  been  unable  to  bring 
enough  pressure  to  bear  upon  Hanoi’s  communist  allies  to 
get  North  Vietnam  and  the  Viet  Cong  to  live  up  to  the  Paris 
accords  on  our  MIAs. 

The  Panama  Canal  assumed  critical  importance  this  year. 
The  United  States  and  Panama  are  negotiating  a new  canal 
treaty  — one  that  would  eventually  give  Panama  the  entire 
canal  and  canal  zone.  The  American  Legion  acting  on 
National  Convention  mandate  has  vigorously  opposed  this 
concept  throughout  the  year.  In  March  an  Executive  Section 
of  the  Foreign  Relations  Commission  journeyed  to  Panama 
- at  its  own  expense  — to  assess  the  situation  and  the 
attitudes  of  Americans  and  Panamanians  alike.  We  shall 
continue  to  oppose  the  transfer  of  American  sovereign  con- 
trol over  the  canal  to  Panama  in  the  coming  year  when,  we 
understand,  the  new  draft  treaty  is  likely  to  be  completed  and 
sent  to  the  Congress. 

We  also  paid  close  attention  during  the  year  to  develop- 
ments in  the  middle  East,  where  we  supported  legislation  in 
the  Congress  to  provide  sufficient  modern  military  equip- 
ment to  Israel  to  offset  Soviet  supplies  to  Syria,  Egypt,  and 
Iraq.  This  legislation  passed.  Meanwhile  no  significant  pro- 
gress has  been  made  lately  in  further  peace  settlements  in  the 
Middle  East.  This  area  appears  possibly  the  most  critical  in 
the  near  future. 

Other  areas  in  which  The  American  Legion  took  action 
during  the  past  year  included  the  SALT-11  talks  in  Geneva, 
which  seem  to  have  reached  a temporary  impasse;  NATO 
affairs,  where  we  have  consistently  opposed  any  unilateral 
withdrawal  of  American  forces;  and  Cuba,  where  liberal 
efforts  are  being  made  to  end  the  economic  boycott  of  that 
nation  and,  eventually,  to  recognize  Castro. 


FINANCE  COMMISSION 


Churchill  T,  Williams  (Iowa)  Chairman 
Francis  Polen  (Indiana)  National  Treasurer 
James  E.  Smith  (Indiana)  Fiscal  Supervisor 


The  primary  obligation  of  the  Finance  Commission  is  to 
prepare  a yearly  budget  for  submission  to  the  National 
Executive  Committee  and  to  exercise  reasonable  control  to 
see  that  the  various  divisions  and/or  departments  of  the 
National  Organization  operate  within  the  approved 
appropriations.  The  Finance  Commission  is  composed  of 
seven  members.  The  National  Commander  and  the  National 
Treasurer  are  Ex-Officio  Members.  The  National  Adjutant 
is  the  Ex-Officio  Secretary. 

Obviously,  in  the  preparation  of  budget  recommenda- 
tions prime  consideration  must  be  given  to  the  avoidance  of 
“deficit  budgets”  and  envisioning  the  financial  problems  of 
The  American  Legion  for  a period  beyond  that  involving  the 
specific  proposals  of  the  year  under  consideration. 

It  was  this  thinking  that  motivated  the  Finance  Commis- 
sion to  recommend  to  the  National  Executive  Committee  to 
support  an  increase  in  dues  at  the  National  Convention  in 
Minneapolis.  The  practice  of  stringent  economies  by  the 
National  Organization  will  no  longer  absorb  rising  costs 
without  seriously  jeopardizing  its  programs. 

The  increased  demands  for  rehabilitation  services  growing 
out  of  the  Korean  Era  and  Vietnam  conflict  as  well  as  the  ad- 
vancing years  of  World  War  I and  II  members  have  com- 
pounded the  already  existing  problems  of  inflation  so  that  in 
1975  the  25c  per  capita  allocation  will  fall  $400,000  short  of 
actual  Veteran  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  costs. 

There  have  been  ever  increasing  costs  incurred  in  connec- 
tion with  the  conduct  of  our  youth  programs.  The  day-to- 
day  operating  costs  of  the  Indianapolis  Headquarters  and 
the  Washington  and  New  York  offices,  such  as  postage, 
utilities,  printing,  maintenance,  and  office  supplies  have 
doubled  since  1971. 

The  American  Legion  Magazine,  a source  of  revenue  in 
the  past,  had  an  operating  deficit  of  $129,375  in  1974.  The 
1975  budgeted  deficit  for  the  magazine  is  $894,500  and  the 
deficit  could  be  as  much  as  $1,000,000.  In  1974  the 
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magazine’s  postal  bill  was  $41 1,408,  or  $289,483  more  than 
in  1962.  The  publisher  of  the  magazine  estimates  that  the 
postal  bill  will  be  up  another  $78,536  in  1975  and  it  is  further 
estimated,  according  to  the  present  postal  service  schedule, 
that  the  magazine’s  postage  cost  will  rise  at  a rate  of  about 
$50,000  a year  until  sometime  in  the  1980’s  when  they  will 
approximate  $1,250,000  per  year.  The  magazine  is  also  con- 
fronted with  an  unprecedented  increase  in  the  cost  of  paper. 
There  have  been  eight  increases  in  paper  costs  since  April, 
1973.  The  estimated  paper  cost  for  1975  is  $1 ,632,900,  an  in- 
crease of  $526,926  over  1974. 

The  net  result  of  the  foregoing,  along  with  many  other  cost 
factors  not  enumerated,  is  that  The  American  Legion  will 
experience  a grave  financial  deficit  in  1975  and  1976  unless  a 
dues  increase  is  forthcoming.  Your  attention  is  called  to  the 
reports  of  the  various  committees  and  trusts  which  report  to 
the  finance  commission,  which  reports  are  contained  else- 
where in  this  annual  report.  A full  financial  statement  is 
incorporated  in  the  Auditor’s  Report. 


EMBLEM  SALES  DIVISION 

Clayton  C.  Schlick  (Iowa)  Chairman 
Alfred  L.  Lankenau,  Jr.  (Indiana)  General  Manager 


The  American  Legion  emblem  is  the  exclusive  property  of 
the  National  Headquarters.  The  sale  of  the  emblem,  emblem 
pins,  merchandise  carrying  the  emblem  and  other  items  of 
organizational  equipment  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
National  Emblem  Committee  and  the  National  Emblem 
Sales  office,  located  at  National  Headquarters  in  India- 
napolis. The  following  tables  show  gross  sales,  net  earnings, 
etc.,  for  the  entire  calendar  year  1974  and  for  the  first  three 
months  of  1975. 

January  1 to  December  31,  1974 


(12  months) 

Gross  sales $2,447,026 

Cost  of  goods  sold 1,576,201 

Overhead 672,959 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken  . . 197,866 

January  1 to  March  31,  1975 

Gross  sales 819,330 

Cost  of  goods  sold 488,568 

Overhead 179,930 

Operating  profit  including  discounts  taken  . . 150,832 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE 
AND  TRUST  COMMITTEE 

Albert  V.  LaBiche  (Louisiana)  Chairman 
Paul  L.  Weber  (Nebraska)  Director 


On  April  1,  1975,  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance 
Plan  marked  its  Seventeenth  anniversary  and  is  now  in  its 
18th  year.  The  Plan  officially  adopted  by  the  National 
Executive  Committee  in  Washington,  D.C.,  on  Feb.  22, 
1958.  In  those  seventeen  years  it  has  achieved  many 


important  goals.  The  Insurance  Department  is  staffed  by  a 
National  Headquarters  employee  who  serves  as  Director  to 
the  Insurance  Office,  which  is  administered  by  the 
Youngberg-Carlson  Co.,  Inc.,  in  Chicago,  111.  The  Insurance 
Committee  is  assigned  for  jurisdictional  purposes  to  the 
National  Finance  Commission  and  reports  through  that 
Commission  to  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

Your  Insurance  Committee  has  met  two  times  since  the 
last  report  and  is  able  to  report  again  that  the  Plan  has  con- 
tinued to  grow  and  make  improvements. 

An  item  of  major  importance  was  the  approval  of  a resolu- 
tion by  the  National  Executive  Committee  to  raise  the  limits 
of  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  to  four  full 
units.  Legionnaires  under  age  30  (26  in  Ohio)  who  were 
eligible  for  $10,000  protection  before,  can  now  apply  for  up 
to  $40,000  in  Legion  Life  Benefits.  The  most  important  news 
is  that  the  cost  per  unit  is  still  only  $24.00  a year.  This  is 
another  benefit  of  membership  in  The  American  Legion  for 
the  young  Veteran.  It’s  an  excellent  selling  point  for  new 
members  and  also  serves  as  a means  of  retaining  members. 
Inform  the  members  of  your  Post  of  this  big  new  develop- 
ment. 

An  additional  item  of  importance  was  the  approval  of  a 
resolution  by  the  National  Executive  Committee  increasing 


AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  PAIO  CLAIMS  1958-MARCH  31,1975 


AMERICAN  LEGION  LIFE  INSURANCE  PREMIUM  GROWTH  1958  - 1975 


107 


the  Awards  of  the  National  Oratorical  Contest.  They  are 
now  as  follows:  1st  place,  $8,000;  2nd  place,  $5,000;  3rd 
place,  $3,000;  and  4th  place,  $2,000.  In  addition  each 
Department  winner  who  attends  the  Regional  Contest 
receives  a $500  scholarship  award.  Also  The  American 
Legion  Baseball  Program  is  provided  funds  for  its  operation. 
All  thisamounts  to  approximately  $200,000  each  year,  and  is 
all  financed  by  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Trust 
Fund. 

Remember,  your  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan 
always  pays  in  addition  to  any  other  life  insurance  benefits;  it 
is  not  meant  to  replace  any  existing  coverage  you  have.  It 
simply  gives  you  thousands  of  dollars  extra  protection  at 
incredibly  low  cost.  That’s  why  there  is  no  finer  way  to  pro- 
tect and  remember  those  you  love  . . . whether  it’s  your 
family,  a charity,  a foundation  or  even  your  local  Legion 
Post. 

In  seventeen  years,  12,371  claims  were  paid,  amounting  to 
$18,431,267  in  benefits.  During  1974  alone,  an  average  of 
$179,290  was  paid  each  month.  These  benefits  were  paid  at 
no  cost  to  the  National  Organization  of  The  American 
Legion  and  at  no  expense  to  the  membership. 

Premiums  and/or  contributions  for  1974  paid  for  life 
insurance  protection  amounted  to  $3,415,618.  After  the 
close  of  each  calendar  year  and  after  all  claims  and 
administration  expenses  have  been  paid  in  the  Group  States, 
the  unused  premiums  are  placed  in  The  American  Legion 
Life  Insurance  Trust.  There  is  over  one  million  dollars  in  the 
Trust  Fund. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan  is  under- 
written by  two  large  and  reputable  companies.  Occidental 
Life  Insurance  Company  of  California  and  the  United  States 
Life  Insurance  Company  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
Occidental  is  the  ninth  largest  Underwriters  of  group  life 
insurance  in  the  United  States.  For  members  who  are 
permanent  residents  of  New  York  and  Puerto  Rico,  the 
insurance  is  underwritten  by  one  of  the  largest  companies  in 
North  America,  the  United  States  Life  Insurance  Company 
in  the  City  of  New  York.  Permanent  residents  of  Florida, 
North  Carolina,  Ohio,  Texas,  Wisconsin,  Illinois  and  New 
Jersey  are  covered  separately  by  The  Occidental  Life 
Insurance  Company,  which  provides  similar  benefits  at  the 
same  rate. 

The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  is  the  only  official 
insurance  plan  in  all  states  for  Legionnaires.  During  1975, 
1,450,000  Legionnaires  will  receive  a three-letter  mailing,  or 
a total  of  4,350,000  pieces.  In  addition  34,000  insured 
Legionnaires  will  receive  a computer  letter  asking  them  to 
increase  their  units.  By  Oct.  1,  1975,  approximately  $51,000 
will  be  spent  in  advertising  in  The  American  Legion 
Magazine. 

Some  94%  of  the  insured  members  renewed  their 
insurance  for  1 975.  Only  4.9%  failed  to  renew  their  insurance 
and  1 .2%  were  lost  because  of  death.  Each  year  on  or  about 
Oct.  15,  thousands  of  Legionnaires  are  requested  to  report 
the  next  year’s  membership  card  numbers  and  make  insur- 
ance remittances  before  January  1 of  the  next  year.  This  pro- 


vides early  membership  renewals.  As  the  Plan  grows,  so  will 
these  many  advantages  magnify  themselves  throughout  The 
American  Legion. 

A resolution  was  adopted  by  the  National  Executive 
Committee  at  the  National  Convention  in  Honolulu, 
Hawaii,  Aug.  19,  1973,  amending  The  American  Legion  Life 
Insurance  Plan,  and  extending  the  protection  for  life.  Prior 
to  this  the  insurance  terminated  at  age  75. 

For  further  information  and  applications.  Posts  are  urged 
to  contact  The  American  Legion  Life  Insurance  Plan,  222 
North  Dearborn  St.,  Chicago,  Illinois,  60601,  Attention: 
Paul  L.  Weber,  Director. 


C.  D.  DeLoaeh  (District  of  Columbia)  Chairman 
James  C.  Watkins  (District  of  Columbia)  Director 


The  1974  Miami  Beach  National  Convention  successfully 
launched  our  new  National  Commander’s  theme,  “Be 
Counted  Again  For  America.”  Since  the  convention,  our 
departments  have  placed  more  than  500  billboards 
promoting  the  program. 


National  Adjutant  William  F.  Hauck  (center)  reads  word- 
ing of  an  American  Legion  certificate  of  appreciation  to 
Maurice  Gusman,  Miami  philanthropist,  for  sponsoring  a 
special  American  Legion  concert  by  the  Miami  Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra  in  honor  of  The  American  Legion’s  56th 
Annual  Convention  in  Miami  Beach.  National  PR  Com- 
mission Chairman  C.D.  DeLoaeh  (left)  is  pictured  with  the 
pair  during  the  reading  of  the  citation. 
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National  Public  Relations  also  distributed  some  100,000 
plastic  lapel  stickers  carrying  the  new  slogan,  prepared 
articles  for  The  American  Legion  ADVANCE,  and 
distributed  cartoon  mats  and  reproduction  proofs  of  the 
theme  through  the  American  Legion  News  Service  photo 
service. 

The  National  Commander  has  been  an  outstanding 
spokesman  for  the  Legion  and  its  principles,  and  media 
coverage  of  his  appearances  throughout  the  country  and  in 
several  foreign  departments  has  been  excellent. 

The  appearance  and  major  address  of  FBI  Director 
Clarence  Kelley  at  the  fall  meetings  of  our  National  Execu- 
tive Committee  in  Indianapolis  provided  an  outstanding 
opportunity  for  coverage;  his  speech  was  reported  by  both 
major  wire  services. 

This  year’s  major  ongoing  public  relations  effort  has  been 
in  support  of  the  Legion’s  participation  in  the  American 
Bicentennial  observance  — especially  the  Freedom  Bell 
promotion,  and  the  current  fund  drive  aimed  at  supporting 
the  casting,  transporting  and  eventual  permanent  housing  of 
the  Bell  as  the  Legion’s  gift  to  the  nation  on  behalf  of  the 
children  of  America.  National  Public  Relations  produced 
and  distributed  to  all  departments  a complete  promotional 
support  kit,  including  some  items  in  sufficient  quantity  for 
distribution  to  all  posts.  When  the  National  Commander 
made  his  formal  public  announcement  of  the  Legion’s 
underwriting  of  the  Bell  at  his  banquet  honoring  the  U.S. 
Congress  at  the  1975  Washington  Conference,  National 
Public  Relations  sent  a blanket  news  release  mailing  to  the 
nation’s  daily  newspapers  and  television  stations,  and  a 
select  list  of  radio  stations. 

Activities  surrounding  the  Freedom  Bell  have  provided 
the  Legion  with  a focus  for  favorable  publicity  throughout 
the  year.  News  and  photo  coverage  began  in  January,  when 
the  casting  of  the  Bell  in  the  Netherlands  was  attended  by 
members  of  the  Dutch  royal  family,  U.S.  Government 
representatives  and  Legion  officials.  Subsequent  news- 
making events  included  the  Bell’s  arrival  in  America  and  its 
placement  aboard  the  Freedom  Train;  the  launching  of  the 
train  from  its  first  tour  location  in  the  First  State,  Delaware; 
and  the  train’s  early  visits  on  a projected  21-month  journey. 

The  Washington  Conference  also  provided  an  oppor- 
tunity for  further  media  exposure  centered  on  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  National  Commander’s  Public  Relations  Award 
to  Mrs.  Lyndon  Johnson  for  her  contributions  to  the 
beautification  of  America  and  the  Distinguished  Public 
Service  Award  to  Senator  Strom  Thurmond,  plus  the 
National  Commander’s  testimony  before  the  Senate  and 
House  Committees  on  Veterans  Affairs. 

We  continued  our  back-up  of  all  Legion  programs  during 
the  year  through  the  American  Legion  News  Service  picture 
service,  furnishing  cartoon-type  illustrations  and  news 
photos  for  use  by  Legion  publications  on  significant 
patriotic  holidays  and  in  support  of  Legion  activities. 

We  devoted  special  effort  this  year  to  recognition  of  the 
50th  anniversary  of  American  Legion  Baseball  — including 


production,  in  cooperation  with  Americanism,  of  a series  of 
radio  spots  featuring  former  Legion  baseball  players, 
baseball  sportscasters,  and  the  commissioner  of  baseball,  as 
well  as  a series  of  feature  articles  produced  and  distributed 
through  the  Legion  News  Service.  Some  of  these  materials 
were  picked  up  by  the  public  press. 

Once  again,  we  provided  on-the-spot  coverage  of  The 
American  Legion  Oratorical  Contest,  and  plan  to  do  so  also 
for  the  World  Series  of  American  Legion  Baseball. 

Through  direct  contact  with  public  information  officers  in 
the  armed  forces,  we  succeeded  in  gaining  wide  distribution 
to  personnel  still  in  service  who  are  eligible  for  Legion 
membership  of  information  concerning  the  changes  in 
American  Legion  eligibility  dates.  As  a result,  we  benefited 
from  considerable  publicity  generated  by  group  enroll- 
ments resulting  from  those  contacts. 

Finally,  we  are  presently  making  advance  preparationsfor 
our  1975  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis,  which 
should  provide  us  with  another  excellent  focus  for  publicity. 


National  Public  Relations  Commission  Chairman  C.D. 
“ Deke”  DeLoach  (right)  is  pictured  at  a replica  of  The 
American  Legion’s  Freedom  Bell  with  (left  to  right). 
National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller,  Mrs.  Linda 
Robb,  and  Mrs.  Lyndon  B.  Johnson  immediately  after  PR 
luncheon  during  the  1975  Washington  Conference  where  the 
National  Commander  presented  the  former  First  Lady  with 
the  National  Commander’s  Public  Relations  Award  for  her 
leadership  in  restoring  the  natural  beauty  of  America.  Mrs. 

Robb  is  Mrs.  Johnson’s  daughter. 


National  Public  Relations  Commission  Chairman  C.  D. 
"Deke"  DeLoach  presents  a PR  Commission  certificate  of 
appreciation  to  long-time  Commission  member  John  A. 
Jones,  of  West  Virginia,  for  many  years  of  “outstanding  and 
devoted  service”  to  the  Legion's  National  Public  Relations 
Commission.  Mr.  Jones  still  serves  the  Commission  as  a 
consultant. 
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VETERANS  AFFAIRS  AND 
REHABILITATION  COMMISSION 


W.  F.  Lenker  (South  Dakota)  Chairman 
E.  H.  Golembieski  (Pennsylvania)  Director 


The  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Program  is  one 
of  service  to  veterans  of  our  nation’s  wars,  and  to  their 
dependents  and  beneficiaries. 


While  the  period  following  adjournment  of  the  1974 
National  Convention  marked  the  beginning  of  a new  legisla- 
tive year  for  The  American  Legion  in  the  area  of  veterans 
benefits,  there  still  remained  several  months  in  which  the 
93rd  Congress  took  further  actions  on  many  pieces  of 
veterans  legislation.  On  Dec.  3,  1974,  Public  Law  93-508  was 
approved  by  the  President.  This  landmark  legislation 
provided,  among  other  things,  substantial  increases  in 
educational  and  vocational  training  benefits  retroactive  to 
Sept.  1,  1974;  an  additional  nine  months  of  elig’bility  in 
which  to  obtain  an  undergraduate  degree;  and,  a direct  low 
interest  loan  program  of  up  to  $600  per  year  to  student 
veterans.  While  this  Act  did  not  do  as  much  as  the  Legion 
asked  in  some  areas,  it  did  go  a long  way  toward  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  student  veteran  who  was  faced  with  sky- 
rocketing increases  in  the  cost  of  education. 


Ofjicers  of  The  American  Legion  Department  Service 
Officers  Association  for  1975-76  pose  with  the  replica  of  the 
Legion’s  Freedom  Bell  shortly  after  their  election  at  the  1975 
Washington  Conference.  They  are  (left  to  right):  Paul  Blake, 
Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  Chaplain;  Charles  Zeglin,  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  Vice  President;  Andrew  Gordon,  Albuquerque, 
N.M.,  Sergeant-at-Arms;  Jim  Hurlbert,  Lincoln,  Neb., 
President;  and  Walter  Hyde,  Providence,  R.I.,  Secretary- 
Treasurer. 


On  Dec.  21,1 974,  Public  Law  93-527  was  approved.  This 
Act  provided  a cost  of  living  raise  of  12  percent  in  monthly 
payments  of  pension  and  dependency  and  indemnity 
compensation  and  increased  by  $400  the  amount  of  outside 
income  a pensioner  or  parent  eligible  for  DIC  could  receive 
without  losing  these  benefits.  Increases  under  this  Act  were 
effective  Jan.  1,  1975.  On  Dec.  31,  1974,  Public  Law  93-569 
was  approved.  This  Act  raised  the  maximum  home  loan 
guarantee  from  $12,500  to  $17,500;  increased  from  $17,500 
to  $25,000  the  VA  grant  available  to  severely  disabled 
veterans  who  are  entitled  to  specially  adapted  housing;  and 
restored  entitlement  to  a guaranteed  insured  or  direct  loan 
provided  prior  indebtedness  has  been  paid  and  the  property 
disposed  of  by  the  veteran. 

Finally,  on  Jan.  2,  1975,  Public  Law  93-602  was  enacted. 
Included  in  this  Act  was  a further  increase  in  benefit  rates  for 
veterans  who  were  receiving  vocational  rehabilitation 
training,  for  servicemen  pursuing  a program  of  education 
while  on  active  duty,  and  for  wives,  widows,  and  children 
pursuing  cooperative  courses,  or  receiving  apprentice  or  on- 
job  training,  and  for  wives  or  widows  pursuing 
correspondence  courses.  A part  of  this  Act  was  a provision, 
also  supported  by  The  American  Legion,  designating  the  VA 
hospital  in  Columbia,  Mo.,  as  the  “Harry  S Truman  Memo- 
rial Veterans  Hospital.” 

The  staff  of  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Commission  is  pleased  to  report  that  the  mandates  set  forth 


National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller;  Director 
E.  H.  Golembieski;  Congressman  John  P.  Hammer schmidt; 
and  Chairman  W.  F.  Lenker,  during  recent  testimony  pre- 
sented by  the  National  Commander  to  the  House  Com- 
mittee on  Veterans  Affairs. 


Administrator  of  Veterans  Affairs,  Richard  L.  Roudebush, 
addresses  the  National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation 
Conference. 


in  those  resolutions  approved  at  the  1974  National  Conven- 
tion and  the  subsequent  meetings  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee  relating  to  improvements  in  the  veterans  bene- 
fits program,  and  requiring  legislative  action  have,  for  the 
most  part,  been  introduced  in  the  94th  Congress.  The  focus 
of  attention  during  the  first  session  of  the  current  Congress 
will  address  itself  to  the  following  priorities:  ( 1 ) Cost  of  living 
increases  in  disability  compensation  and  Dependency  and 
Indemnity  Compensation  benefits;  (2)  National  Health 
Insurance;  (3)  Further  improvements  in  the  pension 
program  for  veterans  and  survivors;  (4)  Adequate  funding 
for  the  Veterans  Administration;  (5)  Expansion  and 
development  of  the  National  Cemetery  System;  and,  (6) 
Addition  of  direct  tuition  payments  in  the  Veterans  Educa- 
tional Assistance  Program. 

It  is  anticipated  that  national  health  insurance  legislation 
will  be  developed  by  the  House  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means  and  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Finance.  The 
American  Legion  has  already  submitted  testimony  to  a 
House  Subcommittee. 

A bill  has  been  introduced  providing  for  certain  improve- 
ments in  the  veterans  and  survivors  pension  program.  One 
purpose  of  the  bill  will  be  to  end  the  continuing  need  for  new 
legislation  to  offset  the  inflationary  increases  in  living  costs, 
although  relatively  simple  up-dating  of  the  new  law  would  be 
: required  at  intervals,  as  long  as  the  excessively  high  rate  of 
inflation  lasts.  The  Legion’s  bill  will  provide  a floor  of 
annual  pension  for  a single  veteran,  and  a floor  for  veterans 
with  dependents.  It  could  change  the  computation  of  the  in- 
come limitation  to  count  all  income  the  veteran  or  widow 
that  is  reasonably  available  for  use  to  meet  living  costs  — 
with  certain  exceptions.  The  veteran  or  widow  would  re- 
ceive in  pension  the  difference  between  the  floors  established 
and  the  useable  income  they  have. 

The  American  Legion  will  advocate  the  provision  by 
Congress  of  sufficient  funds  for  the  operation  of  the 
Veterans  Administration  — with  particular  emphasis  on  the 
medical  care  program.  We  are  well  aware  that  the  principal 
problems  confronting  the  VA  hospital  system  relate  to 
insufficiencies  of  staffing,  occasioned  by  an  inadequate 
salary  structure,  especially  at  professional  levels,  and  to 


National  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Commission 
Chairman  William  F.  Lenker  (left)  presents  the  com- 
mission’s citation  for  outstanding  volunteer  hospital  work  to 
Legionnaire  Harry  E.  Walsh,  of  Chillicothe,  O.  Presentation 
was  made  during  1975  Washington  Conference. 


aging  facilities  and  equipment  that  require  replacement.  We 
have  and  shall  continue  to  vigorously  support  those  efforts 
to  secure  necessary  funds  to  relieve  these  problems. 

Proposals  to  expand  and  develop  the  National  Cemetery 
System  are  moving,  in  Congress  and  in  the  Veterans 
Administration.  Initial  funds  have  been  appropriated  to 
allow  site  selection  studies  for  four  new  cemeteries;  one  each 
in  California,  Pennsylvania,  the  New  England  area,  and  in 
the  Washington,  D.C.,  area.  We  shall  continue  to  urge  the 
VA  to  formulate  plans  to  be  submitted  to  Congress,  for 
approval  and  funding  that  will  result  in  further  needed 
expansion  and  development  of  the  National  Cemetery 
System,  especially  in  those  areas  having  the  heaviest 
concentration  of  veterans,  and  in  areas  where  there  are  no 
such  facilities. 

While  recent  laws  improved  the  Veterans  Educational 
Assistance  Program,  there  still  remains  the  matter  of  direct 
tuition  payments  for  eligible  veterans  enrolled  in  education 
and  training  institutions.  The  American  Legion  will  ask  that 
this  additional  educational  benefit  be  granted  to  Vietnam 
Era  veterans  by  the  94th  Congress. 

In  closing,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  this  condensed 
report  was  prepared  in  early  May,  and  that  most  of  the 
Legion’s  legislative  objectives  in  the  field  of  veterans  affairs 
have  yet  to  be  accomplished  in  the  94th  Congress. 


Frank  I.  Hamilton  (Indiana)  Chairman 


Mylio  S.  Kraja  (Ohio)  Director 


The  National  Legislative  Commission  does  not  originate 
the  programs  it  presents  to  the  Congress.  It  receives  resolu- 
tions calling  for  new  federal  legislation  from  either  the  Na- 
tional Convention  or  the  National  Executive  Committee  and 
represents  the  organization  before  the  Congress  on  matters 
pertaining  to  its  programs  as  instructed  by  these  mandates. 

The  Commission  assists  the  National  Executive 
Committee  in  developing  our  legislative  program  and  the 
staff  of  the  Commission  implements  the  established  legis- 
lative objectives  with  the  Congress.  The  staff  also  publishes  a 
Legislative  News  Bulletin  to  keep  The  American  Legion  and 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  members  informed  of  Congres- 
sional action  on  legislation  effecting  veterans,  national 
security,  children  and  youth  and  our  other  programs. 


Ill 


At  the  beginning  of  the  94th  Congress,  which  convened 
Jan.  14,  our  legislative  program  consisted  of  126  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  1974  National  Convention  and  the  fall  meet- 
ings of  the  National  Executive  Committee  requiring  federal 
legislation  for  implementation.  Ten  of  these  resolutions  were 
satisfied  in  the  latter  days  of  the  93rd  Congress  and  are 
carried  for  record  purposes  only.  The  spring  1975  meeting  of 
the  NEC  added  14  more  resolutions.  This  National  Conven- 
tion and  the  coming  fall  and  spring  meetings  of  the  NEC  will 
add  other  resolutions  to  our  programs  for  both  sessions  of 
the  94th  Congress. 

Since  our  last  Convention,  the  93rd  Congress,  which  ad- 
journed sine  die  on  Dec.  20,  1974,  enacted  several  pieces  of 
legislation  strongly  supported  by  The  American  Legion, 
which  satisfied  in  whole  or  in  part,  multiple  resolutions. 
Some  of  these  included  liberalizations  in  veterans  and 
dependents  pension;  improvements  in  the  VA  adaptive  auto- 
mobile grant  for  amputees;  sweeping  improvements  in  the 
GI  home  loan  program;  long  sought  improvements  in  Viet- 
nam veterans  education;  juvenile  delinquency  prevention; 
and,  funds  for  youth  immunization  and  other  health  pro- 
grams. Also,  funds  and  improvements  in  veterans  employ- 
ment, national  defense,  and  other  Legion  supported  pro- 
grams. 

As  this  material  is  being  prepared,  the  legislative  division 
staff  has  presented  testimony  to  Senate  and  House  Com- 
mittees on  more  than  20  occasions  in  this  first  session  of  the 
94th  Congress.  These  included  opposition  to  abolishment  of 
the  House  Committee  on  Internal  Security;  opposition  to 
blanket  amnesty  for  deserters  and  draft  evaders;  support  for 
an  improved  salary  structure  for  VA  physicians,  dentists  and 
nurses;  cost  of  living  increases  in  service  connected  com- 
pensation and  DIC,  and  other  improvements;  support  for 
continued  U.S.  control  of  the  Panama  Canal;  oppose  recog- 
nition of  or  reopening  trade  with  Cuba;  opposed  change  in 
existing  status  of  Armed  Service  commissaries;  opposed  Na- 
tional Health  Insurance,  if  such,  would  include  VA  facilities 
for  other  than  veterans;  and  FY  1976  funds  for  the  various 
federal  departments  and  agencies  whose  programs  the 
Legion  supports,  such  as  the  VA,  DOD,  Merchant  Marine, 


National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  (seated  third 
from  left,  jront  row)  prepares  to  offer  American  Legion 
testimony  on  the  organization’s  legislative  objectives  to  the 
House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs.  Seated  with  the 
Commander  (left  to  right)  are:  National  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation  Commission  Chairman  William  F.  Len- 
ker;  E.H.  Golembieski,  commission  director;  and  Ohio 
Congressman  Clarence  H.  Miller. 


Veterans  Employment,  Selective  Service,  Civil  Defense  and, 
children  immunization  programs. 

As  this  report  is  being  written  indications  are  the  Con- 
gress will  enact  legislation  to  improve  the  veterans  service 
connected  compensation  program  before  the  August  Na- 
tional Convention.  Enactment  of  legislation  to  improve  the 
National  Cemetery  System,  the  VA  medical  program,  legis- 
lation to  rewrite  the  Flag  Code,  and  the  return  of  Veterans 
Day  to  Nov.  1 1,  is  also  expected.  Also,  several  Legion'sup- 
ported  appropriations  measures  are  moving  through  the 
Congress.  Later  in  this  session,  we  expect  passage  of  legis- 
lation to  further  improve  the  non-service  connected  veterans 
pension  program,  additional  liberalizations  in  the  Vietnam 
veterans  education  program,  and  an  improved  veterans 
employment  program. 

National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller,  setthe  pace 
for  the  Legion’s  legislative  program  this  year  in  his  appear- 
ance on  March  4,  1975,  before  the  Senate  and  House 
Committees  on  Veterans  Affairs.  While  the  Congress  is 
moving  agonizingly  slow  on  much  of  our  legislation,  indica- 
tions are  that  by  the  end  of  the  year  many  of  our  mandates 
will  have  been  satisfied. 


National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  meets  with 
leaders  of  the  House  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs  prior  to 
presenting  testimony  on  the  Legion’s  current  Legislative- 
Rehabilitation  program.  (L  to  R)  Congressman  John  Paul 
Hammerschmidt,  Ranking  Minority  Member;  Com- 
mander Wagonseller;  Congressman  Ray  Roberts, 
Chairman,  Committee  on  Veterans  Affairs;  Veterans  Affairs 
Commission  Chairman  William  F.  Lenker,  and  Legislative 
Commission  Chairman  Frank  /.  Hamilton. 


Senator  Vance  Hartke,  chairman  of  the  Senate  Veterans 
Affairs  Committee,  was  the  recipient  of  a special  award 
given  by  The  American  Legion  National  Legislative 
Commission  in  recognition  of  his  spearheading  of  the 
recently  enacted  GI  Bill  improvements.  The  award  was 
presented  at  the  Legion’s  15th  Annual  Washington 
Conference  by  Legion  National  Commander  James  M. 

Wagonseller. 
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The  Legislative  Commission  has  met  once  in  Washington 
since  the  National  Convention  last  August,  and  sub- 
committees thereof  have  been  called  into  session  twice  to 
participate  in  meetings  of  the  National  Executive 
Committee.  A significant  result  of  these  meetings  was  the 
adoption  of  a resolution  by  the  NEC  at  its  spring  meeting  to 
create  a National  Legislative  Council  to  develop  a better 
understanding  with  the  elected  representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress in  the  furtherance  of  the  Legion’s  legislative  program. 
The  Council,  to  become  operational  this  fall,  will  be  com- 
posed of  Legionnaires,  appointed  by  the  National  Com- 
mander, whose  judgement  and  advice  are  respected  by  their 
elected  representatives. 

The  Congress  continues  to  be  cooperative  with  The 
American  Legion  and  sympathetic  with  the  needs  of  our 
Nation’s  veterans.  The  Legislative  Commission  and  its  staff 
appreciates  the  excellent  cooperation  received  again  this 
year  from  the  national  officers,  commissions  and  divisions  of 
The  American  Legion  and  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary. 
We  are  grateful  to  all  of  them  and  every  Department  for  their 
support  of  our  legislative  programs. 


ECONOMIC  COMMISSION 

Al  Keller,  Jr.  (Illinois)  Chairman 
Austin  E.  Kerby  (Maryland)  Director 

The  economic  concerns  of  veterans  are  based  on  two 
crucial  needs;  a place  to  work  and  a place  to  live.  After  these 
are  satisfied,  the  quality  of  work  and  of  the  home  and  the  rest 
of  life  becomes  important.  This  past  year  has  been  one  of 
stress  and  uncertainty  in  both  of  these  crucial  areas  to  many 
veterans.  For  the  young  Vietnam  veteran  the  unemploy- 
ment rate  reached  22.8  percent,  and  housing  costs  and 
interest  rates  have  skyrocketed,  even  if  money  was  avail- 
able. However,  in  the  closing  days  of  1974,  President  Ford 
signed  the  Veterans  Housing  Act  of  1974  to  assist  in  that 
area,  satisfying  four  Economic  resolutions.  Among  other 
things,  this  law  granted  the  Veterans  Administration  author- 
ity to  restore  GI  home  loan  entitlement,  increased  the  maxi- 
mum home  loan  guarantee  to  $17,500,  removed  restrictions 
on  VA  loans  for  the  purchase  of  individual  condominium 
units,  and  improved  the  requirements  on  loans  for  mobile 
homes. 

Congress  also  acted  to  help  veterans  with  employment 
assistance  by  amending  the  Veterans  Employment  and 


Readjustment  Act  of  1972,  which  satisfied  two  economic 
mandates  fully  and  three  in  part.  We  are  now  working  with 
officials  of  the  Department  of  Labor  drafting  rules  and 
regulations  for  implementing  these  amendments, 
particularly  with  reference  to  provisions  for  administrative 
controls  and  the  “affirmative  action”  to  be  provided 
qualified  disabled  and  Vietnam  veterans. 

To  upgrade  and  improve  employment  services  to  veterans. 
The  American  Legion  is  supporting  legislation  in  the  94th 
Congress  to  create  an  Assistant  Secretary  of  Labor  for 
Veterans  Employment.  To  alleviate  an  unfortunate  situa- 
tion wherein  deserters  who  have  returned  under  the  Presi- 
dent’s amnesty  program  frequently  receive  priority  in 
counseling  and  employment  assistance  over  honorably  dis- 
charged veterans,  we  are  seeking  legislation  to  amend  Title 
38,  U.S.  Code,  to  define  an  eligible  veteran  as  one  with  an 
honorable  discharge. 

Congress  satisfied  three  Economic  resolutions  on 
veterans’  reemployment  rights  with  provisions  in  the  Viet- 
nam Era  Veterans  Readjustment  Act  of  1974,  PL  93-508, 
that  extended  coverage  to  veterans  employed  by  states  and 
other  political  subdivisions  before  their  military  service,  also 
of  the  U.S.  Postal  Service,  and  eliminated  any  barriers  of 
state  statutes  of  limitations. 


Through  the  Comprehensive  Employment  and  Training 
Act  (CETA)  funds  are  turned  over  to  States  and  com- 
munities for  public  service  jobs  and  employment  training. 
Because  there  is  no  meaningful  veterans  preference  in  CETA 
we  are  seeking  amendments.  Therefore,  it  is  very  important 
that  veterans,  particularly  Legionnaires,  serve  on  local 
planning  committees  for  such  programs  to  insure  that 
veterans  receive  a fair  chance  for  these  opportunities. 


The  citation  award  programs  for  employers  of  veterans, 
the  handicapped  and  older  workers  continue  successfully;  in 
1975  a total  of  1 15  employers  were  presented  with  plaques 
attesting  to  their  excellent  employment  practices.  Two  of 
these,  one  large  company  and  a smaller  one,  will  be  honored 


H.  Walker  Noyes  (right)  President  of  the  Noyes  Tire 
Company,  Westbrook,  Me.,  is  shown  receiving  The 
American  Legion’s  Employer-of-the-  Year  award  for  an  out- 
standing record  of  employment  of  veterans  among 
employers  of  200  or  more  persons.  This  award  presentation 
at  the  1974  Legion  Convention  by  then  National 
Commander  Robert  E.L.  Eaton  (left)  is  witnessed  by  .\faine 
Legionnaires. 
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at  the  National  Convention  in  Minneapolis  as  “Employer  of 
the  Year  for  Hiring  Veterans.” 

Well  over  half  of  all  Federal  employees  have  veterans 
preference  and,  if  female  employees  are  excluded  for  com- 
parison purposes,  the  percentage  of  veterans  goes  up  to  over 
seventy  percent.  The  Economic  staff  investigates  all  com- 
plaints of  violation  of  veterans  preference,  and,  while  always 
ready  to  represent  individuals  in  such  cases,  has  found  no 
discernible  pattern  of  discrimination  in  any  Federal  agency. 
Some  agencies  do,  however,  continue  the  contracting  out  of 
support  services  which,  in  effect,  is  a means  to  circumvent 
veterans  preference. 

Now  that  President  Ford  has  issued  a proclamation 
ending  the  Vietnam  war,  the  Commission  is  working, 
through  the  Legislative  Division,  to  have  legislation  intro- 
duced to  terminate  veterans  preference  for  Vietnam  era 
veterans  as  of  May  7,  1975. 

At  the  spring  meeting  the  holding  of  a two-day  meeting  of 
the  Veterans  Preference  Committee  at  the  16th  Annual 
Washington  Conference  was  recommended.  This  Com- 
mittee would  conduct  a study  of  the  Federal  Civil  Service 
system  and  the  Veterans  Preference  Act  to  insure  that 
veterans  preference  benefits  are  adequate  and  commen- 
surate with  veterans’  needs  in  today’s  society. 


Motivated  in  part  by  developments  of  the  past  year,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Economic  Commission  appointed  a spe- 
cial Subcommittee  on  Agriculture  which  presented  a report 


Ten  government  employees,  all  handicapped,  were  honored 
by  the  Civil  Service  Commission  as  Outstanding  Federal 
Employees.  In  addition,  each  employee  received  an 
American  Flag  from  The  American  Legion,  that  had  flown 
from  our  Nation’s  Capitol.  Here,  Austin  Kerby,  left, 
Director  of  the  Legion’s  Economics  Division,  presents 
Norma  E.  Milam  of  the  Veterans  Administration  in  Salem. 
Virginia,  with  an  American  flag  in  honor  of  her  achieve- 
ment, while  her  father  proudly  looks  on. 


at  the  Washington  Conference  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  all 
veterans  Federal  programs  available  to  qualified  veterans, 
particularly  in  training  for  agriculture-related  occupations 
and  in  housing. 

Legislation,  effective  Jan.  2,  1974,  provides  that  the  Small 
Business  Administration  shall  give,  “special  consideration  to 
veterans  . . . and  their  survivors  or  dependents.”  The  Com- 
mission has  been  working  with  the  SBA  to  insure  that  effec- 
tive regulations  are  established  for  this  special  considera- 
tion. The  SBA  has  urged  American  Legion  membership 
participation  in  the  SCORE/  ACE  program,  in  which  either 
retired  or  active  businessmen  and  women  counsel  potential 
businessmen  and  assist  with  SBA  workshops  and  educa- 
tional projects. 

The  Economic  Commission  will  continue  its  endeavor  to 
shape  a comprehensive  and  constructive  veterans’  benefits 
program,  and  assist  eligible  individuals,  war  veterans,  their 
dependents  and  survivors  to  receive  entitlements  to  avail- 
able benefits  and  services  as  provided  by  law. 


NATIONAL  SECURITY  COMMISSION 


“There  is  a fashionable  line  of  thinking  in  America  today  — 
as  widespread  as  it  is  false  — that  all  we  need  to  do  to  get 
federal  spending  back  in  line  is  to  hack  away  at  the  defense 
establishment.  Unfortunately,  it  is  an  error  that  seems  to  be 
endemic  to  the  western  democracies  in  time  of  peace.  Again 
and  again  while  totalitarian  powers  of  one  kind  or  another 
maintained  or  expanded  their  strength  in  peacetime,  the 
democracies,  primarily  in  the  west,  have  neglected  strong  na- 
tional and  allied  defense.  ” 

President  Gerald  R.  Ford 

To  prevent  periodic  fiscal  attacks  on  the  military  estab- 
lishment, The  American  Legion  has,  since  its  inception, 
endeavored  to  create  public  understanding  and  support 
regarding  the  need  for  retaining  a strong  system  of  national 
defense.  During  the  year,  the  assurance  of  an  adequate 
defense  has  been  the  primary  thrust  of  our  legislative  and 
programming  activities.  Much  of  the  Commission’s  work 
has  been  devoted  to  alerting  the  membership  of  The 
American  Legion,  the  nation’s  legislators  and  the  general 
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public  to  the  relative  decline  in  America’s  military  strength 
and  the  resultant  lowering  of  her  ability  to  defend  the 
freedom  and  way  of  life  of  her  people. 

Both  National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  and 
Chairman  Lenihan  have  met  personally  with  key  govern- 
ment, military  and  Congressional  leaders  to  discuss  The 
American  Legion’s  views  on  the  defense  needs  of  the  United 
States.  Legion  witnesses  also  presented  testimony  on  the 
defense  budget,  Selective  Service,  amnesty  and  a variety  of 
related  matters  to  the  appropriate  committees  of  Congress. 

Principal  among  our  current  positions  are:  strong 
opposition  to  blanket  amnesty;  support  for  strategic 
weapons  modernization  including  the  B-l  bomber,  the 
Trident  SLBM  system  and  Minuteman  III;  conventional 
force  updating  including  new  Army  equipment  replace- 
ment, a sizeable  Navy  construction  program  and  modern 
aircraft  for  our  Air  Force;  a vigorous  research  and  develop- 
ment program  urging  full  implementation  of  the  Total  Force 
Concept;  endorsement  of  the  ROTC  and  Junior  ROTC  pro- 
grams, and  championing  the  cause  of  our  American  men  and 
women  in  uniform. 

The  following  are  brief  highlights  of  selected  pro- 
gramming activities  of  the  National  Security  Commission 
and  Committees  during  our  57th  year: 

ROTC  MEDALS 

During  the  past  year,  the  ROTC  Achievement  Program 
continued  to  prosper  with  more  than  900  medals  being  pre- 
sented. Presentations  were  made  at  122  colleges  and  univer- 
sities and  72  high  schools  in  41  states,  the  District  of 
Columbia,  England,  Spain,  Guam  and  Germany. 

BLOOD  DONOR  ACTIVITIES 

Forty-one  Departments  actively  participated  in  The 
American  Legion  Blood  Donor  Program  last  year.  For  the 
1 2th  straight  year,  the  Department  of  Rhode  Island  won  the 
National  Commander’s  Blood  Award  with  100%  of  its  Posts 
participating.  Wisconsin  was  declared  the  winner  of  the 
second  award  with  27.92%  per  cent  of  total  membership 
giving  blood.  The  Holiday  Blood  Donor  Drive  during  the 


National  Security  Commission  Chairman  Emmett  G. 
Lenihan  welcomes  Rear  Admiral  Staser  M.  Holcomb,  USN, 
Director,  Systems  Analysis  Division,  as  a speaker  before  the 
Commission’s  pre-convention  briefings  in  Miami  Beach, 

Fla. 


Christmas  season  continues  to  fill  a critical  national  need 
during  this  time  of  the  year. 

At  the  Spring  1975  meeting,  the  National  Executive  Com- 
mittee endorsed  the  active  participation  of  The  American 
Legion  in  the  newly-founded  American  Blood  Commission. 
This  agency’s  objective  is  to  implement  the  National  Blood 
Policy  which  was  established  in  July  1974. 

AMNESTY 

Representatives  for  The  American  Legion  appeared 
before  a Senate  Judiciary  Subcommittee  on  December  18, 
1974  and  submitted  testimony  to  a House  Judiciary  Sub- 
committee on  April  16,  1975,  reiterating  our  unswerving 
opposition  to  any  general  amnesty.  The  testimony  was  based 
on  Resolution  175  of  the  56th  National  Convention  which 
opposes  “any  attempt  to  grant  amnesty  or  freedom  from 
prosecution”  for  draft  evaders  and  deserters. 

DISASTER  RELIEF  UNDERSTANDING 


On  January  22,  1975,  the  Disaster  Relief  Understanding 
between  The  American  Legion,  the  American  Legion 
(Continued  on  Page  128) 


National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  (right)  and 
Mrs.  Maurice  Kubbv,  National  President  of  the  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  are  pictured  here  with  George  M.  Elsev, 
President  of  the  American  National  Red  Cross,  renewing  the 
disaster  relief  agreements  between  the  three  organizations. 


One  oj  more  than  900  American  Legion  ROTC  medal  pre- 
sentations is  pictured  here  as  Legionnaire  Dee  Rarick 
presents  American  Legion  Military  Excellence  Award  to 
Pamela  Woodley.  Medals  were  presented  at  122  Uni- 
versities and  High  Schools  during  the  last  year. 
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Exhibit  A 


THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


STATEMENT  OF  INCOME 


REVENUES: 

National  dues  

Less:  Dues  allocated  to: 

Rehabilitation 

Publications  Division 


Dues  available  for  current  operations  . . 

Publications  Division  (including  dues  allocation) 

Emblem  Division 

Restricted  income 

Other  income 


EXPENSES: 

Publications  Division 

Emblem  Division 

Salaries  and  employee  benefits 

Executive  and  staff  travel 

Commission  and  committee 

Operational 

Office 

Occupancy  and  usage 

Special  projects  (net  of  related  income) 

Charges  to  other  areas  (Publications,  Emblem, 
Children  and  Youth,  Veterans  Affairs 
and  Rehabilitation) 


NET  INCOME— exhibit  C 


Year  Ended  December  31 
1974  1973 


$ 6,684,021 

667,999 

2,673,625 

3,341,624 

3,342,397 

3,943,192 

2,472,705 

145,030 

777,501 

10,680,825 


4,072,567 

2,248,597 

2,480,710 

228,570 

485,592 

730,468 

393,807 

225,776 

339,484 


( 1,159,028) 
10,046,543 
$ 634,282 


S 6,747,005 

674,199 

2,699,277 

3,373,476 

3,373,529 

3,816,328 

2,179,765 

117,680 

588,103 

10,075,405 


3,748,147 

1,977,864 

2,432,838 

212,183 

461,574 

649,197 

350,715 

209,407 

272,334 


( 1,143,266) 
9,170,993 
$ 904.412 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


Statement  of  Financial  Condition 


ASSETS 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Cash  on  deposit  and  on  hand 

Accounts  receivable: 

Emblem  and  Publications 

Other 

Inventories — at  cost: 

Publications  Division 

Emblem  Division 

Prepaid  expenses,  supplies,  advances  and  deposits 

Investments — at  cost  (market  value  $8,354,032  in  1974, 

$7,673,518  in  1973)— note  3 

Furniture,  fixtures  and  equipment — at  cost 

Deduct:  Accumulated  depreciation  (straight-line  method) 


December  31 

1974  1973 


$ 586,892 

91,039 

57,186 

427,599 

492,966 

130,790 

8,318,121 

812,730 

538,002 


$ 1,255,281 

118,715 

161,165 

266,466 

456,565 

148,424 

7,634,829 

810,393 

493,449 


274,728  316,944 


Washington,  D.C.  real  estate — building 

and  site — at  cost 821,217  821,217 

Less:  Accumulated  depreciation  (straight-line 

method)— note  4 337,720  322,771 

483,497  498,446 


Add:  Funded  depreciation  reserve  (securities — 


market  value  $337,620  in  1974,  $320,499  in  1973) — note  4 

337,720 

322,771 

821,217 

821,217 

Total  current  funds 

11,200,538 

11,179,606 

NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund: 

Uninvested  cash  

Investments — at  cost  (market  value  $307,089  in 

1974,  $306,002  in  1973) 

12,898 

337,931 

2,224 

337,353 

350,829 

339,577 

Employees’  Retirement  Trust  Fund — note  6: 

Uninvested  cash  

Accounts  receivable  from  participating  units 

Investments — at  cost  (market  value  $4,645,342 

in  1974,  $5,519,851  in  1973) 

25,817 

70,375 

6,681,037 

41,541 

70,438 

6,279,727 

6,777,229 

6,391,706 

$18,328,596 

$17,910,889 

See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 
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Exhibit  B 


LIABILITIES  AND  FUNDS 

CURRENT  FUNDS: 

Accounts  payable 

Credit  balances  in  accounts  receivable 

Employees’  withholdings 

Accrued  state  and  federal  taxes 

Emblem  merchandise  undelivered 

Membership  life  insurance  premiums  payable — note  2 ...  . 
Deferred  income: 

Dues  paid  in  advance 

Subscriptions  paid  in  advance 

Current  fund  balances — exhibit  C: 

Restricted: 

Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Fund — note  5 

Children  and  Youth  Fund 

Restricted  Fund — notes  3 and  5 

Reserve  Fund — notes  3 and  5 

Gift  to  the  Nation  Maintenance  Fund — note  3 . . . 

Other  restricted  funds  

Appropriated  surplus  reserves — note  5 

Unappropriated  surplus 


Total  current  funds 

NONEXPENDABLE  TRUST  FUNDS— exhibit  C: 

Overseas  Graves  Decoration  Trust  Fund: 

Fund  balance 


Employees’  Retirement  Trust  Fund: 
Fund  balance 


December  31 


1974 

$ 253,794 

14,002 
26,958 
5,003 
84,457 
242,810 

2,905,199 

1,932,733 

423,606 

191,047 

2,200,219 

1,005,626 

130,441 

60,904 

1,346,074 

377,665 


11,200,538 


350,829 


350,829 


6,777,229 


6,777,229 

$18,328,596 


1973 

$ 361,744 

8,292 
25,154 
6,046 
62,517 
836,644 

2,834,525 

1,886,719 

306,513 
1 14,143 
1,919,521 
905,658 
123,921 
51,647 
1,363,092 
373,470 


11,179,606 


339,577 


339.577 


6,391.706 


6,391,706 

S17.910.889 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1974 


Current  Fund  Balances 

Restricted 

Funds 

BALANCES,  JANUARY  1,  1974 $3,421,403 


ADDITIONS: 

Dues  allocated  for  rehabilitation 667,999 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation  income 

transferred  to  The  American  Legion 500,000 

Contributions  received 35,225 

Investment  income  credited  directly  to  fund 147,446 

Oratorical  contest  prizes  charged 

against  current  operations 44,000 

Net  income — exhibit  A 


1,394,670 


DEDUCTIONS: 

Expenditures  charged  directly  to  funds 


1,451,335 


INTERFUND  TRANSFERS— note  5: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance  Commission  resolutions 647,105 

Partial  reinstatement  of  reserves  as  unrestricted  funds — amount 

equal  to  1974  expenditures  charged  to  current  operations 

647,105 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31,  1974 


$4,011,843 


(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  3) 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


Exhibit  C 
Sheet  1 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1974 


i 


Current  Fund  Balances 


Appropriated  Unappropriated 
Surplus  Reserves  Surplus 

$1,363,092  $373,470 


Nonexpendable  Trust  Funds 


Overseas 

Graves 

Decoration 

Trust 

$339,577 


Employees’ 

Retirement 

Trust 

$6,391,706 


17,593 


647,042 

176,587 


634,282 


634,282  17,593  823,629 


51,210 
( 68,228) 
( 17,018) 

(698,315) 

68,228 

(630,087) 

6,341 

438,106 

$1,346,074 

$377,665 

$350,829 

$6,777,229 

(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  2) 
and 

(Exhibit  B) 

(Exhibit  B) 

(Exhibit  B) 

(Exhibit  B) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1974 


APPROPRIATED  SURPLUS  RESERVES 

Publications 

Reserve 

BALANCES,  JANUARY  1,  1974 $211,144 


INTERFUND  TRANSFERS— note  5: 


Allocations  per  National  Finance 

Commission  resolutions 10 

Partial  reinstatement  of  reserves  as 

unrestricted  funds — amount  equal  to  1974 

expenditures  charged  to  current  operations (100) 


(90) 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31,  1974 


$211,054 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


Spirit  of  76 
Reserve 

$225,000 


(50,531) 

(50,531) 


$174,469 
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Exhibit  C 
Sheet  2 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 


YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1974 

Be  Counted 
Again 
Reserve 

Special 

Membership 

Program 

Reserve 

Real  Estate 
Reserve 

Convention 

Reserve 

Employee 

Insurance 

Premium 

Stabilization 

Reserve 

Total 

$37,170 

$ 

$821,522 

$60,000 

$8,256 

$1,363,092 

1,200 

50,000 

51,210 

(16,297) 

(1,300) 

(68,228) 

(15,097) 

48,700 

(17,018) 

$22,073 

$ 48,700 

$821,522 

$60,000 

$8,256 

$1,346,074 

(Exhibit  C— 
sheet  1) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1974 


RESTRICTED  FUNDS 


Veterans  Affairs 
And  Rehabilitation 
Fund 

BALANCES,  JANUARY  1,  1974 $ 306,513 


ADDITIONS: 

Dues  allocated  for  rehabilitation 667,999 

American  Legion  Endowment  Fund  Corporation 

income  transferred  to  The  American  Legion 250,000 

Contributions  received 15,000 

Investment  income  credited  directly  to  fund 

Oratorical  contest  prizes  charged  against 

current  operations 

932,999 


DEDUCTIONS: 

Expenditures  charged  directly  to  funds 


1,215,906 


INTERFUND  TRANSFER— note  5: 

Allocations  per  National  Finance 

Commission  resolutions 400,000 


BALANCES,  DECEMBER  31,  1974— exhibit  B 


$ 423,606 


See  accompanying  notes  to  financial  statements. 


Children 
And  Youth 
Fund 

$114,143 


250,000 

17,250 


267,250 


190,346 


$191,047 
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Exhibit  C 
Sheet  3 


STATEMENT  OF  CHANGES  IN  FUND  BALANCES 
YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31,  1974 


Gift  to  the 

Other 

Restricted 

Reserve 

Nation  Maintenance 

Restricted 

Fund 

Fund 

Fund 

Funds 

Total 

$1,919,521 

$ 905,658 

$123,921 

$51,647 

$3,421,403 

133,593 

( 32) 

20 

6,500 

2,955 

7,385 

44,000 

667,999 

500,000 

35,225 

147,446 

44,000 

133,593 

( 32) 

6,520 

54,340 

1,394,670 

45,083 

1,451,335 

147,105 

100,000 

647.105 

$2,200,219 

$1,005,626 

$130,441 

$60,904 

$4,011,843 

(Exhibit  C — 
sheet  1) 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

NOTES  TO  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 

NOTE  1— SUMMARY  OF  SIGNIFICANT  ACCOUNTING  POLICIES: 

The  American  Legion  National  Headquarters  reports  for  financial  statement  purposes  on  the  accrual  method  of 
accounting  recognizing  income  when  received  and  expenses  when  incurred. 

The  Legion,  which  is  not  taxable  for  federal  income  tax  purposes  (except  on  unrelated  business  income),  maintains  its 
accounts  on  a modified  fund  accounting  basis  wherein  the  Legion’s  accountability  for  a segment  of  its  fiscal  affairs  is  reflected  in 
various  restricted  fund  balances.  While  the  Legion’s  general  operations  are  reported  in  its  statement  of  income  (exhibit  A),  that 
portion  of  membership  dues,  contributions  and  other  receipts  and  expenditures  restricted  for  specific  Legion  projects  are 
credited  and  charged  directly  to  the  respective  restricted  funds  as  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  changes  in  fund  balances  (exhibit 
C,  sheet  3). 

The  Legion  follows  the  practice  of  capitalizing  significant  additions  to  office  furniture  and  equipment.  These  assets  are 
being  charged  to  general  operations  through  depreciation  charges  computed  on  the  straight-line  method  based  on  the  estimated 
useful  lives  of  the  respective  assets. 

NOTE  2— MEMBERSHIP  LIFE  INSURANCE  PROGRAM: 

In  connection  with  The  American  Legion’s  Life  Insurance  Plan,  the  Legion  has  created  a Trust  Fund  to  which  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  as  Trustee,  holds  legal  title.  The  accumulated  earnings  from  the  trust  fund  and  the 
experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends  from  the  insurors  (which  combined  to  a total  of  approximately  $2,000,000  as  of 
December  31,  1974)  may  be  used,  as  directed  by  the  Legion,  for  any  one  or  more  of  the  following  purposes: 

a — to  increase  the  fund. 

b to  reduce  or  pay  in  full  premiums  thereafter  due  on  the  group  insurance, 
c — to  provide  additional  life  insurance  benefits  for  the  participants, 
d — to  make  refunds  to  the  participants. 

e — to  make  distributions  to  The  American  Legion  to  be  used  in  the  support  of  its  activities  and  programs  serving  the 
interest  of  the  Legion  and  its  members,  provided  that  such  distributions  are  not  disapproved  in  writing  by  a 
majority  of  its  insured  members. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  item  (e)  above,  the  Legion’s  National  Executive  Committee  has  established  a 
scholarship  program  for  eligible  family  members  of  participants  in  the  life  insurance  program  and  expanded  the  oratorical 
contest  and  baseball  programs.  As  of  December  31,  1974  the  trust  has  set  aside  approximately  $186,000  of  accumulated 
earnings  and  experience  rating  refunds  and  dividends  for  the  designated  programs. 

NOTE  3— INVESTMENTS: 

At  December  31,  1974,  The  American  Legion  carried  the  following  investments  as  a part  of  its  current  funds: 

BOOK  VALUE 


Restricted 

Fund 

United  States  Government  Obligations: 


U.S.  Treasury  bills(A) 

U.S.  Treasury  notes(B)  $1,753,519 

U.S.  Treasury  bonds(C) 445,495 

Uninvested  Cash(D) 1,205 

Totals $2,200,219 


Reserve 

Fund 

Gift  to  the 
Nation 
Maintenance 
Fund 

Unrestricted 

Total 

$ 774,218 
231,854 

$99,906 

$3,707,151 

1,305,219 

$3,707,151 

3,932,862 

677,349 

( 446) 

759 

$1,005,626 

$99,906 

$5,012,370 

$8,318,121 

(A)  Maturity  dates  range  from  January  9,  1975  to  July  29,  1975. 

(B)  Maturity  dates  range  from  February,  1975  to  May,  1980.  Coupon  rates  range  from  5%  to  83A%. 

(C)  Maturity  dates  range  from  February,  1980  to  May,  1985.  Coupon  rates  range  from  3 14  to  63/g%. 

(D)  Uninvested  cash  of  the  Gift  to  the  Nation  Maintenance  Fund  in  the  amount  of  $30,535  is  included  with  cash  on 

deposit  and  on  hand. 

NOTE  4— ACCUMULATED  DEPRECIATION— WASHINGTON,  D.C.  REAL  ESTATE: 

Since  1969  annual  depreciation  of  the  Washington,  D.C.  property  has  been  credited  to  the  accumulated  depreciation 
balance  with  a corresponding  amount  of  investments  and  cash  added  to  the  funded  depreciation  reserve.  Earnings  of  the  funded 
depreciation  reserve  have  been  credited  as  investment  income  available  for  current  operating  purposes  in  the  statement  of 
income. 
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THE  AMERICAN  LEGION  NATIONAL  HEADQUARTERS 

NOTES  TO  FINANCIAL  STATEMENTS 

NOTE  5— INTERFUND  TRANSFERS: 

During  the  year  ended  December  31,  1974,  the  National  Finance  Commission  authorized  certain  allocations  from  the 
Legion’s  unappropriated  current  funds  (surplus)  as  follows: 

(A)  $400,000  to  the  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  Fund  to  provide  the  capital  to  continue  the  prescribed 
purposes  of  the  Fund. 

(B)  $147,105  to  the  Restricted  Fund  pursuant  to  a resolution  adopted  by  The  American  Legion  Tenth  Annual 
Convention  which  provides  that  as  of  December  3 1 each  year,  the  National  Finance  Commission  is  to  set  aside  in 
a restricted  fund  at  least  50  per  cent  of  the  Legion’s  net  surplus  accruing  during  fiscal  year. 

(C)  $100,000  to  the  Reserve  Fund  representing  expendable  capital  of  the  organization  but  restricted  as  to  use  by 
action  of  the  Legion  in  its  national  convention  and  by  action  of  the  National  Executive  Committee. 

(D)  $50,000  to  establish  the  Special  Membership  Program  Reserve. 

NOTE  6— EMPLOYEES’  RETIREMENT  PLAN: 

Since  1944,  The  American  Legion  has  maintained  a retirement  plan  for  all  eligible  employees  of  the  national  head- 
quarters and  the  Legion’s  various  affiliated  and  subordinate  groups.  Contributions  to  the  plan  are  made  by  the  national 
organization  and  by  the  other  participating  groups  on  the  basis  of  annual  actuarial  valuations.  The  annual  cost  as  determined 
by  the  actuary  is  computed  using  the  aggregate  cost  method.  This  method  includes  in  normal  cost  any  past  service  costs.  The 
vested  benefits  of  the  participants  do  not  exceed  the  fund  assets. 

The  assets  of  the  retirement  trust,  which  are  reflected  in  the  accompanying  statement  of  financial  condition,  are  held  by 
the  Merchants  National  Bank  & Trust  Company,  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  as  Trustee  of  this  fund. 

NOTE  7— LEASE  CONTRACT: 

During  1974,  the  Legion  initiated  negotiations  leading  to  revision  of  its  contract  for  lease  of  computer  equipment.  The 
maximum  monthly  rental  under  the  revised  agreement  will  be  increased  upon  addition  of  certain  peripheral  equipment  early  in 
1975  from  approximately  $11,500  to  $13,340  through  March,  1978.  The  revised  agreement  further  modifies  the  original 
contract  in  that  charges  for  excess  usage  of  computer  facilities  are  no  longer  assessed  the  Legion.  The  total  rental  expense 
related  to  this  lease  contract  was  $144,968  in  1974  and  $146,691  in  1973. 


AMERICAN  LEGION  ENDOWMENT  FUND  CORPORATION 


Harry  W.  Colmery  (Kansas)  President 


Foreseeing  the  necessity  for  a regular  annual  income  to 
support  its  war  veterans  rehabilitation  and  child  welfare 
programs,  The  American  Legion,  in  the  year  1925,  con- 
ducted a national  campaign  for  contributions  to  support 
those  two  programs.  The  proceeds  from  the  campaign  were 
placed  in  the  custody  of  the  American  Legion  Endowment 
Corporation  as  trustee,  a goal  of  $5  million  having  been  set 
and  generous  contributions  being  received. 

The  corporation  was  incorporated  in  1925  under  the  laws 


of  the  State  of  Delaware  and  a trust  agreement  was  entered 
into  between  The  American  Legion  and  the  corporation 
under  which  the  funds  were  administered  by  the  corporation 
and  the  annual  net  income  therefrom  was  paid  to  The 
American  Legion  for  the  use  of  the  two  programs  described. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  endowment  fund  is  sum- 
marized as  shown  below  for  each  of  the  preceding  years.  The 
figures  shown  were  taken  from  the  annual  audits  of  the 
George  S.  Olive  & Co.,  Indianapolis,  Indiana. 


TOTAL  ASSETS 


December  31, 
1974 

$7,455,736 


December  31, 
1973 

$7,423,287 


December  31, 
1972 

$7,112,670 


December  31, 
1971 

$7,112,784 


December  31, 
1970 

$7,203,138 


Net  interest  received 

516,609 

653,993 

104,900 

408,728 

293.098 

Expense 

15,350 

15,618 

5,082 

12,699 

9.429 

Excess  of  income 

over  expense 

501,259 

638,374 

99,818 

396,029 

283.669 

Earnings  transferred 
or  due  to  The 
American  Legion  . . . 

500,000 

360,000 

100,000 

358,826 

283.669 

Yield  on  average  book 
value  of  Securities 
(percent) 

4.98 

2.58 

1.47 

5.99 

4.09 
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NATIONAL  SECURITY 

(Continued  from  Page  115) 

Auxiliary  and  the  American  National  Red  Cross  was  up- 
dated and  renewed.  This  most  recent  extension  marked  a 
half-century  of  cooperation  in  disaster  preparedness  and 
relief  in  all  natural  disasters.  First  established  in  1926,  the 
new  Understanding  outlines  the  responsibilities  of  each 
organization  in  time  of  emergency. 

While  The  American  Legion  has  consistently  supported 
responsible  moves  toward  a more  peaceful  world,  we  are  also 
realists  who  know  that  an  American  position  of  strength  is 
the  only  atmosphere  in  which  these  steps  can  genuinely 
achieve  peace.  To  visibly  and  unilaterally  reduce  our  defense 
posture  at  this  critical  stage  in  our  nation’s  history  would  be 
a step  backward  from  our  goal  of  a lasting  world  peace. 


The  American  Legion  Auxiliary  is  the  world’s  largest 
patriotic  women’s  organization  and  its  membership  has  been 
inching  steadily  toward  that  magic  one  million  mark  for 
sometime.  As  this  Convention  program  goes  to  press  there 
still  was  hope  that  long  sought  membership  milestone  might 
be  achieved  this  year. 

Authorization  for  establishment  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary  was  given  by  the  First  Annual  National  Con- 
vention of  The  American  Legion  here  in  Minneapolis  where 
we  gather  for  the  Legion’s  57th  Annual  National  Con- 
vention and  the  Auxiliary’s  55th. 

Membership  of  the  Auxiliary  is  comprised  of  mothers, 
wives,  sisters,  daughters  and  granddaughters  of  men  with 
honorable  wartime  service  in  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 
States  who  are  eligible  for  American  Legion  Membership. 
Women  veterans  of  service  during  similar  periods  are  eligible 
for  membership  in  either  The  American  Legion  or  the 
Auxiliary. 

The  Legion  and  the  Auxiliary  organizations  are  similarly 
structured  at  local  state  and  national  levels,  and  the 
programs  of  the  two  organizations  also  parallel  each  other. 

A major  joint  program  of  The  American  Legion  and  the 
American  Legion  Auxiliary  now  in  progress  is  the  sponsor- 
ship of  the  Freedom  Bell,  a bell  weighing  more  than  eight 
tons,  twice  the  size  of  the  Liberty  Bell,  and  which  is  now 
touring  the  country  as  a major  attraction  on  the  Freedom 
Train  helping  to  observe  the  American  Revolution  Bicen- 
tennial Celebration  between  now  and  December  of  1976. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  train’s  journey  the  bell  will  be 
given  as  a gift  to  the  nation  on  behalf  of  the  children  of 
America.  Another  joint  Bicentennial  project  of  the  Legion 
and  the  Auxiliary  will  be  an  extended  Boys  and  Girls  Nation 
program  in  the  summer  of  1976. 

The  total  programming  of  the  two  organizations  is 


strikingly  parallel  from  the  work  and  the  cooperative  effort 
in  the  field  of  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  and 
Children  & Youth,  to  Foreign  Relations  efforts  and  support 
for  a strong  system  of  national  defense. 

One  of  the  major  methods  by  which  the  Auxiliary 
supports  its  programs  is  through  the  Memorial  Poppy 
Program  when  poppies  made  by  hospitalized  veterans  are 
offered  to  the  public  by  Auxiliary  members  for  contributions 
which  are  used  both  to  compensate  the  veterans  who  made 
the  poppies  and  to  further  Auxiliary  and  American  Legion 
rehabilitation  work. 

Mrs.  Maurice  (lone)  Kubby,  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  is  the 
current  National  President  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary.  She  was  elected  at  the  Auxiliary’s  54th  Annual 
National  Convention  in  1974  at  Miami  Beach,  Fla.,  and  will 
serve,  as  does  the  Legion  National  Commander,  until  a 
successor  is  elected  at  this  year’s  convention. 

An  active  and  effective  affiliate  of  the  American  Legion 
Auxiliary,  making  it  also  an  American  Legion  affiliate,  is  the 
Eight  and  Forty  (La  Boutique  des  Huit  Chapeaux  et 
Quarante  Femmes).  The  Eight  and  Forty  is  assigned  specific 
program  responsibilities  by  the  Auxiliary  and  the  work  in 
which  it  is  concerned  covers  the  entire  area  of  lung  and 
respiratory  diseases. 

The  Eight  and  Forty  contributes  to  the  support  of 
American  Legion  Children  & Yough  work  and  has  an  active 
scholarship  program  for  nurses  wishing  to  further  their 
education  in  the  health  problem  areas  with  which  the  Eight 
and  Forty  is  specifically  concerned. 


Mrs.  Maurice  Kubby,  of  El  Paso,  Texas,  National  President 
of  the  American  Legion  Auxiliary,  appears  before  the 
Spring,  1975  National  Executive  Committee  Meeting  and 
presents  National  Commander  James  M.  Wagonseller  with 
three  checks  totaling  $45,000  as  an  Auxiliary  contribution 
for  continuing  American  Legion  programs.  The  checks  were 
earmarked for  use  as  follows:  $20,000 for  Children  & Youth 
work,  $15, 000 for  Veterans  Affairs  and  Rehabilitation  work, 
and  $10,000  to  The  American  Legion  Child  Welfare 
Loundation. 
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